OCTOBER 1-7, 2014 | VOLUME 33 | NUMBER 37 
SFWEEKLY.COM | FREE 


THE CALIFORNIA LOTTERY 
WAS LIMPING ALONG UNTIL 
~ TE CHANGED THE LAWS, 
) UPPED THE STAKES, 
== AND FOUND THE RIGHT PEOPLE 
TO SELL 10. 








» a .- 


be Gar, 


(Sao we 


se 


NOW - OCTOBER 26 


DRAWINGS AT 9PM | EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


25 POINTS = 1 ENTRY 


SWIPE FOR ONE FREE 
ENTRY EVERY DAY! 


PROUDLY PARTNERING WITH rye )) HANSEL 


CALIFORNIA'S FINEST CASINO. 


FROM BAY TO PLAY IN 43 MINUTES. 
ROHNERT PARK @ 101 EXIT 484 


288 Golf Course Drive West| Rohnert Park, CA P 707.588.7100 


RESORT & CASINO" 


Ei w (cj GRATONRESORTCASINO.COM 


CAR MODELS MAY VARY. MUST BE 21 OR OLDER. MUST HAVE A GRATON REWARDS CARD AND VALID ID. ACTIVATE YOUR ENTRIES BETWEEN 7:00PM-8:45PM. COMPLETE RULES AVAILABLE AT THE REWARDS CENTER. MANAGEMENT 
RESERVES ALL RIGHTS. PLAY WITHIN YOUR LIMITS. IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A GAMBLING PROBLEM, CALL 1-800-GAMBLER FOR HELP. ©2014 GRATON RESORT & CASINO 


2 | OCTOBER 1-7, 2014 LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC SFWEEKLY.COM 





SOUND ARTS | INTERACTIVE AUDIO GRAPHIC DESIGN & MOTION | DIGITALFILMMAKING | ANIMATION & VISUAL EFFECTS GAME ART & DESIGN 


With two campuses in the Bay 
Area, Ex pression College offers 
oieiel—j(-ieel-[eM.leleia(-]\e) ae -lelg-)-) 
progroms in 6 coreer-focused 
disciplines in the digital arts and 
media. 


Our next Open House is the 
perfect opportunity to tour our 
CGMpus, See student work, and 


pression [clelgamelelel0i@e)sia@ialalelseiie ll. liek 


process and scholarships. Youll 


ee) |(sie/s even get to apply on the spot 


‘+ ) i hie @ @letiele 8B en-) ie — s(- 8 6 — 
interactive workshops ond 
OPEN HOUSE Saturday, October 4 | 9 AM-12 PM demos. We'll also have Bay Area 
oisit-i¢-melale BPPi-8-\e) alallale me) mele 
Emeryville location ail morning. 


SS ~ avd chelsea 


MQ 
NS : NW 


~* 


’ 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC OCTOBER 1-7, 2014 3 





~ a 


11 -DOAM 


MEGACITIES 


ME MALL OLewenee 


£D0 -M 


ENEMIES/FRIENDS 
MWecrit eure 


et 


£00 -M 


DREAMLAND 


Tras VOU 


"4 
\ | * 


DIPLOMACY 


PLPEe > rosbwrT 


“pees Twn Al yee 


BERLIN & BEYOND 


AUTUMN 
SHOWCASE 


OCTOBER 11, 2014 NEW PEOPLE CINEMA 
1746 POST STREET SAN FRANCISCO 


Orrcm 
Medea \*« tve- 


Festival INSTITUT WEEKLY 


Tickets, film details, traders 
and reore information at: 


BERLINBEYOND.COM 
f uw a) /BerunBryord 














SAN FRANCISCO 
HEALTH PLAN 


al = 


r 





5) 


maco)vieliale neler) |nuyA affordable health care to 1in 8 
San Francisco residents 


Cm 3) 01 0 n=) Xe) at-] mM Dlole ce) g-; 

e 2,000 Specialists 

e 200+ Pharmacies 

¢e Emergency Care Nationwide 
e 24/7 Nurse Advice Line 


A OCTOBER 1-7, 2014 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


Vinlemelge 


(888) 205-6552 


© 2014 San Francisco Health Plan 7488 0814 





ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


WEEKLY 


EDITORIAL 

EDITOR Brandon R. Reynolds 

ART DIRECTOR Audrey Fukuman 

STAFF WRITERS Joe Eskenazi, Rachel Swan 
FOOD AND DRINK EDITOR Anna Roth 
DIRECTOR OF ONLINE NEWS Erin Sherbert 


ASSOCIATE ONLINE NEWS EDITOR 
Mollie McWilliams 


CLUBS AND CALENDAR EDITOR John Graham 
PROOFREADER Stewart Applin 


U.S./AUSTRIA JOURNALISM EXCHANGE FELLOW 
Tina Goebel 


EDITORIAL INTERNS 
Michael Barba, David L. Garcia 


CONTRIBUTORS Rae Alexandra, Juan de Anda, 
Casey Burchby, Lou Bustamante, Ben Christopher, 
Alexis Coe, Kate Conger, Sherilyn Connelly, 
Jonathan Curiel, Heidi De Vries, Michael Fox, 

Molly Gore, Leif Haven, Jason Henry, Devin Holt, 
Lily Janiak, Alee Karim, Mark Keresman, 

Jonathan Kiefer, Michael Leaverton, Sam Lefebvre, 
Dan Mitchell, Gary Moskowitz, Tamara Palmer, 
Sam Prestianni, Iso Rabins, Chris Roberts, 

Dan Savage, Katy St. Clair, Nick Schager, 

Katie Tandy, Benjamin Wachs 


ART 

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST AND PHOTOGRAPHER 
Mike Koozmin, Fred Noland 

PRODUCTION 

CREATIVE DIRECTOR Aaron Joseph 
ASSISTANT CREATIVE DIRECTOR Vanha Lam 


ADVERTISING 

VICE PRESIDENT OF ADVERTISING Cliff Chandler 
ADVERTISING DIRECTORS Holly Nicolson, 

Ari Spanier 

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES Shauna Casey, 

Emily Forster, Veronica Guevara, Clayton Lamb, 
David Lee, Sam Liss, Jessica Smith Bates, 

Keith Winston 


MARKETING MANAGER Tai Barchuk 


EVENTS AND SPONSORSHIP MANAGER 
Devyn McNichol 

MARKETING AND EVENTS COORDINATOR 
Kristin Cox 


CIRCULATION 
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR Mike Higgins 


BUSINESS 
CONTROLLER Rachel Liu 
SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR Paul Dahlke 


The San Francisco Media Co. 


PRESIDENT Dennis Francis 

PUBLISHER Glenn Zuehls 

GENERAL MANAGER Patrick Brown 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT David Ceccarelli 


SF WEEKLY ADDRESS: 
835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103 


GENERAL INFORMATION: (415) 536-8100 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING: (415) 536-8180 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: (415) 536-8155 
EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISING: (415) 536-8155 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING: (888) 278-9866 
ONLINE ADVERTISING: online@sfweekly.com 
CIRCULATION: (415) 359-2862 

TO SUBMIT A STORY IDEA: 

(415) 536-8196, tips@sfweekly.com 
DISTRIBUTION 


SF Weekly is available free of charge in the 

Bay Area, limited to one copy per reader. 

SF Weekly may be distributed only by authorized 
independent contractors or distributors. No 
person may, without prior written permission of 
SF Weekly, take more than one copy of each issue. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Domestic subscriptions are $40 for six months 
or $80 for 12 months. Mail to: 

Subscriptions/SF Weekly, 835 Market Street, 
Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103. 


VOL. 33 | NO. 37 
OCTOBER 1-7, 2014 





SCRATCH THAT ITCH 


The California Lottery changes 
the game. 
By Aaron Mendelson 


ESCAPE PLANS 


Alcatraz becomes a middle 
finger to oppression. 
By Jonathan Curiel 


5 LETTERS 
6 SUCKA FREE CITY 


8 NEWS 
The Snatcn .....660ee.e00eeee en 8 
Chem Tales .............2000 00 11 


12 COVER STORY 
16 THE CALENDAR 


EVGNE LISTINGS s iscs0c0eceschanes 17 
24 ARTS & CULTURE 

The Whore Next Door .......... ZS 
Film REVIEWS ......... 2.0 ee eee 26 
Pulm CapSUICS 1002405 55e5%54% 49 na 
Film ShHOWUMES ...s.0.¢000e%4. “a, 
Kill Your Television............. 28 
29 EAT 

PSS ESS .stsshuresseseueadse 30 
RECENT ODSNINGS v4.40 060< 00a 30 
DISTINGUICIS 660-6 cadnceeawwee a 32 
33 MUSIC 

Some Thoughts 

of a Certain SOUNG 424400060655 35 
LIGHHAS: a oceneenuadaiynes sewers oo 
Heal TNS ccsstdddecioeweusenes AI 
47 CLASSIFIED 

Savage LOVE ........ cee eee eee 47 


On the Cover: 
Illustration by Audrey Fukuman 


The entire contents of SF Weekly are copyright 2014 by 
SF Weekly, LP. No portion may be reproduced in whole 

or in part by any means, including electronic retrieval 
systems, without the express written permission of the 
publisher. SF Weekly (ISSN 1060-2526) is published 
weekly by SF Weekly, LP, 835 Market Street, Suite 550, 
San Francisco, CA 94103. Periodicals Postage Paid at San 
Francisco, CA, and additional mailing offices. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LETTERS 


HOW CORNY 


Reader recalls first bite: September 
1975, high school lunch period, one 
of my friends bought me a corn dog 
because he could not believe I never 
had one before; om nom [“Corn Dog: 
Live by the Stick, Die by the Stick,” 
Brandon R. Reynolds, feature, 9/24]. 
Rocket J 


Corn dog tribute transformative: 
I will never look at “Old Man Meat- 
on-a-Stick” the same way again. 
Polly P. Pork 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Facebook is unsurprisingly shady: 
turning humans into commodities... 
[“Facebook Will Delete All Drag 
Queen Profiles in 2 Weeks,” Rachel 
Swan, The Snitch, 9/19] Ya think? 
Remember, social media is another 
word for advertising. Get with it 
folks; they are data-mining you all 
the way to the bank. 

Nunya 


Get outta here, gluten: Obnoxious 
is one thing. Looking for gluten-free is 
another [“SOMA Chef Takes Aim At 
Obnoxious Diners,” David L. Garcia, 
SFoodie, 9/22]. My son needs it for his 
health, proven by testing. We politely 
ask if not indicated on the menu. 
Thanks for making the decision just a 
bit easier. No huge loss. One less ob- 
noxious chef to deal with. Voting with 
my dollars. Bye bye! Oh, and bite me! 
Dave Wiggins 


Allergy sounds bogus: This inci- 
dent sounds like it has less to do with 
dietary preferences than a rude cus- 
tomer who wanted to get away with 
not paying for his meal. More infor- 


Photo of the week from 
SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 





Eric Lawson 
Beck at the Masonic 
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“Hey, if our elders 
managed to be 
together and 
enjoy concerts 
together without 
those phones, why 
can't we?” 


KATHY URSUA, COMMENTING ON 
“S.F. MUSIC VENUES USE NEW 
TECHNOLOGY TO DISABLE 
CELLPHONES AT SHOWS" 


mation would help but it sounds like 
the customer ordered a meal, ate it, 
and then wouldn’t pay for it. If s/he 
had real dietary restrictions, s/he 
would have made them known before 
ordering the meal. 

Topjobsman 


Listen to the music: Welcome back 
to the ’90s [“S.F. Music Venues Use 
New Technology to Disable Cell- 
phones at Shows,” Rachel Swan, The 
Snitch, 9/24]! Finally something to 
get rid of the phone of the person in 
front of you that is blocking your view 
of the stage. Hey, if our elders man- 
aged to be together and enjoy con- 
certs together without those phones, 
why can’t we? And besides, I think 
posting in social media during con- 
certs is more for bragging purposes, 
really. 

Kathy Ursua 


In defense of phones: This is the 
dumbest idea I’ve read about in quite 
some time. The level of effort is far 
too high for it to have widespread 
adoption and raises a rather 
important question of safety for 
those who need to dial or text 
emergency services. 

Adam Smith 


CORRECTION 


Residents cycle less than reported: 
In our story [“The Big Bike Dilemma: 
The Bike-Share Supply Chain Breaks 
Down,” Kate Conger, Sucka Free City, 
9/24], we misstated the number of 
daily rides taken on Bay Area Bike 
Share in S.F. It is 1,300 rides per day, 
not 13,000 as we reported. SF Weekly 
regrets the error. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: ///-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Join ArtSpan at ArtLaunch, the opening reception for the SF Open Studios Exhibition! 
Be the first to preview over 400 original artworks in diverse mediums from photography to glass, metal sculpture 
to painting, jewelry to printmaking, and more! Meet participating SF Open Studios artists and art lovers in one 


exhibition space while enjoying snacks and drinks. 
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Sexy Education 


Sex positivity divides UC Berkeley. 


By Rachel Swan 
The late 90s and early 


aughts were a golden age for sex posi- 


tivity on the UC Berkeley campus. Gay 


rights groups routinely draped the 
steps of Sproul Plaza in rainbow ban- 
ners, while rhetoric students wrote 
flowery papers about gender as a so- 
cial construct. Inga Muscio’s book 
Cunt: A Declaration of Independence 
was required reading in most peer- 
led female sexuality classes; 
their counterparts in the male 
sexuality class enjoyed a 
year-end field trip to a strip 
club. Even The Daily Cali- 
fornian got on board, tout- 
ing its “Sex on Tuesday” 
column asa bold step fora 
campus newspaper — it 
covered everything from 
dildos to dating sites to 
dishy personal anecdotes. 

“Sex on Tuesday” soldiers 
on, though the controversial 
male sexuality class has 
since retired. Berkeley, 
meanwhile, seems to be 
rethinking its stance to- 
ward all things coital. There 
now seems to be a much 
greater rift between the 
people who embrace 
sexual liberation, and 
the ones who recoil. 

“We’re seeing 
there’s somewhat of a 
disconnect,” the uni- 
versity’s lead sexual - 
health educator Rob- 
in Mills says, adding 
that she came on 





board in 2008 with marching orders 


to revise the sex-ed program. “At that 


time, we had a few students on cam- 
pus who were very sex positive — so 


sex-positive, in fact, that they needed 


to be a little reined in,” Mills recalls, 
adding that she wanted to create a 
more balanced atmosphere. 

Doing so required a little trial and 
error. One of Mills’ early innovations 
— an anatomically correct, life-size 





Claire Chiara, president of the 
Berkeley College Republicans group, 
was piqued. “If I had been one of 
those children, and my parents 
found out I was exposed to a graph- 
ic display of sexual organs, they 
would have been very disappoint- 
ed,” she says. 

Incidentally, Chiara is also dis- 
enchanted with Berkeley’s latest 
display of sex positivity: an ar- 

chival sex-ed exhibition at Doe 
Library called Birds Do It, Bees 
Do It: A Century of Sex 


penis costume — didn’t go over so 
well with right-wing student groups. 
Nor did a National Condom Day cele- 
bration that featured sex-themed car- 
nival games, including a vagina-anus 
condom toss. It took place the same 
day that hundreds of elementary and 
middle school students were touring 
the UC Berkeley campus. 









(Mis)Education in 
1% the United States. 
\ 4 “The exhibit it- 


self was acceptable 
for a library,” Chiara 
concedes. “Where it be- 
came obnoxious was 
a display case with 
very graphic images 
— drawn and ani- 
mated — of people 
~ having sex. And 
then there were 
condom wrappers 
everywhere.’ She 
saw it as another ex- 
ample of the sex zealots 
taking open-mindedness 
to an extreme. 
For better or worse, 
though, sex and free 
speech are two linchpins 
of UC Berkeley’s history. 
. And even the campus 
~ Republicans are quick 

to acknowledge that. 
They just want it done 
tastefully — and perhaps 
less positively. 


Soap Dish 


Your doctor's 
cleanliness could be 
his downfall. 


Most patients would 
probably agree it’s for the best if 
their doctor washes her hands be- 
fore seeing them. A lot. 

But a study out of UC San 
Francisco indicates this may not 
work out so well for your doc. 

Hospital workers’ frenetic 
hand-washing could expose 
them to unsafe levels of tri- 
closan, a synthetic antifungal 
and antibacterial agent found 
in soaps and thousands of 
other products including skin 
cream and toothpaste. A bevy 
of recent studies have linked it 
to potential fetal development 
problems, staph infections, and 
other unpleasantries. 

The UCSF study, published 
in the August issue of Journal of 
Occupational and Environmental 
Medicine, involved a body of 38 
doctors and nurses at “Hospital 
1” and “Hospital 2”: Workers at 
the former used soap with tri- 
closan and workers at the latter 
did not. 

Urine samples from Hospi- 
tal 1 staffers, unsurprisingly, 
contained 70 percent more 
triclosan. Even workers who 
brushed their teeth with tri- 
closan toothpaste didn’t have as 
much of the substance in their 
systems as the hand-washers. 

The Food and Drug Admin- 
istration claims there is “insuf- 
ficient evidence” to weigh on 
triclosan’s efficaciousness and 
its safety. With that in mind, the 
UCSF doctors who penned the 
recent study say the FDA should 
start gathering more evidence 
— and you could do worse than 
using conventional soap, 
toothpaste, or anything else. 
Joe Eskenazi 











Media Blitz 


A former BART deputy 
is cleared inaretaliatory 
arrest case. 


What do BART police offi- 
cers really think of one of their tough- 
est critics? 

The question was at the heart of 
Indybay writer and photographer 
David Morse’s lawsuit against for- 
mer BART police Deputy Chief Dan 
Hartwig, which was tried in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court last week. Morse, arrested 
on Hartwig’s watch at a protest he 


was covering in 2011, had written 
hundreds of articles criticizing BART 
after its police killed Oscar Grant and 
Charles Hill, a 45-year-old transient. 
Morse alleged in his lawsuit that 
Hartwig singled him out because of 
his critical reporting. 

However, a jury ruled Monday 
that Hartwig’s arrest of Morse was 
not retaliatory. 

2011 was a difficult one for BART. 
The transit agency’s officers shot Hill 
in July, reigniting tensions caused by 
the 2009 shooting of Grant. A series 
of protests over Hill's death clogged 
downtown stations and gained inter- 


national attention when BART turned 
off cellphone service in the stations to 
disrupt protesters. Morse covered the 
turmoil around BART, reporting on 
protests and BART board meetings. 
“He wrote more about the BART Po- 
lice Department than anyone else in 
the country,’ one of Morse’s lawyers, 
Michael Siegel, noted. “He did this 
during a period of public criticism 
for BART.” 

In court, BART officers said they 
had followed Morse’s work close- 
ly — Deputy Chief Benson Fairow 
testified on Sept. 22 that he had 
bookmarked some of Morse’s report- 


ing on his work computer and had 
distributed a photograph of Morse to 
officers prior to the protest. Of the 
journalists detained at the protest, 
including reporters from the Chron- 
icle and Bay Guardian, Morse was 

the only one who was arrested. But 
BART’s lawyer, Dale Allen, argued 
that Morse wasn’t singled out for his 
unfavorable tone, but rather because 
he was so good at his job. 

Allen argued, “Where Morse is, is 
where the demonstration is.” The de- 
cision to distribute Morse’s photo, in 
what Allen mocked in a theatrically 
spooky voice as a “scary information 


bulletin,’ was “nothing more com- 
plex than that they wanted to find 
where the demonstration would be.” 

The jury agreed, deciding that, 
despite circulating Morse’s photo, 
Hartwig had not ordered cops to 
arrest Morse in retaliation for his 
reporting. 

Prior to the jury’s decision, BART 
spokeswoman Alicia Trost contends 
Hartwig had justification to order 
Morse’s arrest. “Police always respect 
the First Amendment rights of the 
media, but that doesn’t mean jour- 
nalists can break the law,” she says. 
Kate Conger 
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rates apply to non-promo balances, including optional charges. Promo 
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Penalty APR. Payments over the minimum will be applied as required by 
applicable law. As of 1/1/10, APR: 28.99% & on all accounts in default, 
Penalty APR 29.99%. Minimum finance charge $2.00. Subject to ap- 
proval by GE Money Bank. 


Prices subject to change without notice. See store for 
. details. Special offers available on in stock items only. 
Colors vary by location. Samy’s pays Sales Tax on select items. 
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tion. **Not valid on Nikon MVP 
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Ci DIFFICULT CHOICES 


Urban Triage 


Faced with a housing scarcity, San Francisco is focusing on keeping its homeless alive, if not sheltered. 


By Rachel Swan 


For Tarazano “Terry” Cham- 
bliss, being homeless in San Francisco 
meant always thinking in the now, or 
in the immediate future: where his 
next meal was coming from, and 
which big-hearted woman in Hunters 
Point might be cajoled into cooking it; 
where he could park his truck for the 
night, and whether his 8-year-old 
daughter would sleep there with him; 
where to get food stamps without hav- 
ing to deal with a cranky office clerk. 

Chambliss was, by many mea- 
sures, one of the lucky ones. He even- 
tually got a job at Providence Baptist 
Church Shelter in the Bayview, and 
went on to work as an “engagement 
specialist” for the San Francisco 
Homeless Outreach Team (SFHOT). 
For the past six years, he’s been driv- 
ing around the city, bouncing from 
encampments at Golden Gate Park 
to cardboard townships beneath the 
freeway at 16th and Portrero streets, 
sometimes appeasing city supervi- 
sors who'd complain about homeless 
people inundating their districts. 
He’s gotten to know the city’s most 
down-and-out: the people who sleep 
outside, live out of shopping carts, 
and suffer untreated complications 
from alcohol or drug injections. His 
colleague Jason Albertson, who 
works as an SFHOT psychiatric social 
worker, compares this work to “mov- 
ing through a natural disaster.” 

In San Francisco, that disaster has 
only gotten worse. 

Rising property values, Ellis Act 
evictions, and Airbnb tourism have 
pinched the city’s housing supply, 
making it harder for even mid- 
dle-class people to afford homes. 
Local nonprofits that serve the poor 
are gradually being displaced to Oak- 
land, and families are winding up on 
the street. 

“We’ve lost 400 beds since 2007,” 
Jackie Jenks, executive director of 
the Tenderloin nonprofit Hospitality 
House, explains. “And in the Ten- 
derloin we've been noticing more 
encampments, more people sleeping 
[outside], and more families. It’s got- 
ten so that our staff can’t afford to 
live here.” 

In response, the city is revamping 
its homeless outreach program, albeit 
with a change in focus: “street medi- 
cine” for the sickest of the sick, rather 
than permanent lodging for those 
who can handle it. With affordable 
real estate in short supply, getting the 
homeless into homes has become less 
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of a priority. The new goal is to keep 
people out of emergency rooms and 
manage their chronic conditions — 
skin infections, liver disease, diabetes 
— all of which get exacerbated by the 
urban environment. 

That’s certainly noble, and appar- 
ently the same gambit has worked 
in other cities. Still, it suggests that 
San Francisco is so resigned to its 
housing scarcity that it’s resorted to 
a kind of wartime triage. If the city 
can’t solve the fundamental problem 
of homelessness, it’ll just try to keep 
people alive and breathing. 

“No one is losing sight of the fact 
that housing is the final answer to 
this issue,’ says Supervisor Mark 
Farrell, who persuaded the Board of 
Supervisors to allocate nearly $1.4 
million in supplemental funds to the 
homeless outreach team earlier this 
year, which induced Mayor Ed Lee 
to add $3 million to the program’s 
annual budget. (It’s now about $10.6 
million). But, Farrell cautions, until 
the city can afford to house every- 
body, “we need to address those who 
are dying on the streets.” 


Tackling the homeless problem has 
been both an ongoing social experi- 
ment and a political wedge issue in San 
Francisco for decades. In 2002, voters 
passed Gavin Newsom’s controversial 
Care Not Cash ballot initiative, which 
reduced General Assistance checks but 
ramped up other services. Care Not 
Cash begat the original homeless out- 
reach team, which was overseen bya 
Mission-based nonprofit called Com- 
munity Awareness & Treatment Ser- 
vices (CATS). 
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In its later years, CATS was often 
criticized for poor management and 
a lack of resources, and according to 
the organization's union represen- 
tative, Jane Bosio, it often had to 
operate at the whims of supervisors. 
(If a politico complained about en- 
campments in his district, the staff 
had to drop everything else and go 
sort it out, she says.) 

This year, the city’s Department 
of Public Health tried to rectify those 
problems by hiring a new, Long 
Beach-based contractor and a team 
of medical personnel. CATS will be 
out by November, as will about half 
of the outreach team’s original em- 
ployees, including Chambliss. In the 
meantime, the outreach team has 
had to scale back services and not 
take on any new homeless clients. 
The Department of Public Health as- 
sures that when the program comes 
back, it will be more robust and more 
efficient. Until then, the city’s indi- 
gent will flood neighborhood drop-in 
centers and take up more space on 
Market Street. 

Granted, they might still be sit- 
ting on the corner even after the new 
program is implemented. 


The last homeless count, in 2013, 
found 6,436 people in need of shelter. 
And according to the outreach team’s 
interim Executive Director Maria X. 
Martinez, the city only has about 311 
“stabilization rooms” (temporary dwell- 
ings) to serve them. Many of those 
rooms are already occupied by folks 
who the team is case-managing, Marti- 
nez adds. The Department of Public 
Health has $2.6 million in its budget for 
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temporary beds next year, but that’s 
only enough to hold people in the shel- 
ter system while they wait for housing 
that doesn’t exist, Bosio says. 

So instead of shepherding clients 
into homes, Martinez’s staff is often 
stuck depositing them in detox cen- 
ters or in San Francisco General Hos- 
pital. Much of the outreach team’s 
energy goes toward managing the 
“Million Dollar Murrays” — people 
with mental illness, substance abuse 
problems, and a slew of chronic con- 
ditions — who can individually cost 
up to $100,000 a year. 

Yet even the more able-bodied 
homeless are in dire need of care. 

“These are folks who are exposed 
to the elements for long periods of 
time,’ Albertson explains. “They 
don’t have access to clean water or 
bathing facilities.” Their symptoms, 
he adds, are most consistent with 
survivors of a hurricane, earthquake, 
or forest fire. 

Absent long-term shelters, Alb- 
ertson’s best recourse is to provide 
socks, water, and medicine, and help 
homeless people manage their diabe- 
tes or hepatitis C. 

Veteran physician Barry Zevin, 
who will head up the street-medicine 
program, says he’s hopeful it will get 
people into ongoing health care and 
ultimately save their lives. He does, 
however, find San Francisco’s home- 
less problem deeply dispiriting. 

“The situation for many homeless 
people that I see isn’t that different 
than it was in 1991,” he says, adding 
that in 1991, policymakers thought 
that widespread homelessness — 
both in San Francisco and nationally 


— was an “emergency” they could 
somehow contain. 

“I’m saddened that we’re here 
in 2014,” Zevin says, “and I’m still 
doing the same thing I was doing 23 
years ago.” 


Even if the city is funneling more 
money into outreach, the new order 
isn’t without problems. 

Bosio, who has emerged as an 
outspoken critic of the revamped 
rogram, says she has no objection to 
street medicine per se — she praises 
Zevin, and predicts that SFHOT can 
do the same work in its new iteration, 
given that housing won't magically 
materialize, anyway. 

What does rankle her, though, is 
the city’s replacing a community non- 
profit with a long-distance, nonunion 
contractor that won't actually run 
day-to-day operations: The Depart- 
ment of Public Health will oversee the 
program, though outreach workers 
won't receive Department of Public 
Health wages or benefits. She’s also 
piqued that most of the people who 
got laid off during the transition 
were lower-rung workers who once 
been homeless themselves; Bosio 
fears they'll be replaced by well-in- 
tentioned outsiders with four-year 
degrees — people who, she believes, 
won't have the same understanding 
of what it means to be homeless. That 
might suit the program’s new mis- 
sion, but it veers away from the orig- 
inal goal of employing people might 
not have other job opportunities. 

And layoffs, justified or not, leave 
the city with another out-of-work 
population whose members can’t 
afford to live here. “I don’t think the 
‘shift’ is the problem,” Bosio says. 
“To my mind, it’s the city’s ... com- 
plete disrespect for people who've 
been there a long time and done all 
this work.” 

Chambliss was a casualty of the 
outreach team’s transition. And, like 
many of his former clients, he’s a 
victim of the city’s housing crunch, 
currently living with his daughter in 
the East Bay city of Antioch. 

But Chambliss doesn’t see himself 
teetering on the edge of homeless- 
ness anymore. He’s optimistic that 
CATS will rehire him at a decreased 
wage, perhaps $5 or $6 less an hour, 
and barring that, he’s sent résumés 
to every public health agency with job 
openings. 

Anything to stay off the street. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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The very idea of 
a‘““home" team 
gets fouled. 


By Kate Conger 


During the 49ers open- 
ing game at the team’s glossy, 
high-tech stadium in Santa 
Clara, NBC opened its commer- 
cial breaks with shots of the 
Golden Gate Bridge. The irony 
wasn't lost on fans watching 
from the comfort of their 


couches — the Niners aren’t 
anywhere near San Francisco, 
or its iconic tourist destina- 
tions, anymore. 

City purists had another, 
darker reason to scoff at the 
commute to Levi's Stadium 
when Supervisor London 
Breed denounced the Niners’ 
decision to play Ray McDonald 
during the investigation into 
the alleged domestic violence 
by the defensive end. 

“Mr. McDonald should be 
held to the same standard as 
everyone else whose uniform 
bears the name ‘San Francis- 
co,” she wrote. 

But that’s just it: In their 
new stadium, the Niners are 
a San Francisco team in name 
only. In fact, fans who live in 


San Francisco have to travel 
farther to see their “home” 
team than fans of any other 
team in the NFL, as our chart 
details (farther even than the 
wide-open spaces separating 
the Cowboys from Dallas!). 
Certain fans, of course, 
were discounted from our 
tally; namely, those who 
root for the geographically 
vague Carolina Panthers 
and New England Patriots. 
To them, we ask: Why not 
Carolinas Panthers? And what 
right does Massachusetts 
have to strip the title of 
“New England” from its 
surrounding colonial states? 
We have a question for local 
fans, too: How far will you go 
for your team? 
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40 


30 


20 


10 


NUMBERS REPRESENT MILES 
FROM CITY THE TEAM IS 
NAMED AFTER 


Cleveland Browns 

First Energy Stadium, Cleveland 0.6 
Detroit Lions 

Ford Field, Detroit 0.7 

Indianapolis Colts 

Lucas Oil Stadium, Indianapolis 0.7 
New Orleans Saints 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome, 

New Orleans 0.7 

Cincinnati Bengals 

Paul Brown Stadium, Cincinnati 0.8 
Tennessee Titans 

LP Field, Nashville 0.9 

Seattle Seahawks 

CenturyLink Field, Seattle 0.9 
Atlanta Falcons 

Georgia Dome, Atlanta 1 

St. Louis Rams 

Edward Jones Dome, St. Louis 1.2 
Pittsburgh Steelers 

Heinz Field, Pittsburgh 1.3 
Jacksonville Jaguars 

EverBank Field, Jacksonville 1.3 
Baltimore Ravens 

M&T Bank Stadium, Baltimore 1.5 
Chicago Bears 

Soldier Field, Chicago 2.2 

Denver Broncos 

Sports Authority Field at Mile High, 
Denver 2.6 

Minnesota Vikings 

TFC Bank Stadium, Minneapolis 2.6 
Green Bay Packers 

Lambeau Field, Green Bay 3.1 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Raymond James Stadium, Tampa 4.7 
Oakland Raiders 

O.co Coliseum, Oakland 6.3 
Philadelphia Eagles 

Lincoln Financial Field, Philadelphia 7.2 
San Diego Chargers 

Qualcomm Stadium, San Diego 7.2 
Kansas City Chiefs 

Arrowhead Stadium, Kansas City 7.9 
Houston Texans 

NRG Stadium, Houston 8.4 
Washington Redskins 

FedExField, Landover, MD 11.1 

New York Jets 

MetLife Stadium, East Rutherford, NJ 
11.2 

New York Giants 

MetLife Stadium, East Rutherford, NJ 
11.2 

Buffalo Bills 

Ralph Wilson Stadium, Orchard Park 
11.5 

Miami Dolphins 

Sun Life Stadium, Miami Gardens 15 
Arizona Cardinals 

University of Phoenix Stadium, 
Glendale 16.7 

Dallas Cowboys 

AT&T Stadium, Arlington 18.8 

San Francisco 49ers 

Levi's Stadium, Santa Clara 42.9 
Carolina Panthers 

Bank of America Stadium, 

Charlotte, NC ? 

New England Patriots 

Gillette Stadium, Foxborough, MA ? 
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CHEM TALES: COPS ANSWERING 10 CA’S ATTORNEY GENERAL ARE THE MARIJUANA-ERADICATING AGENTS IN MENDOCINO. 


The State's 
Mystery Men 
Swoop In 


By Chris Roberts 


Attorney General Kamala 
Harris has had an uneasy relationship 
with marijuana. As San Francisco’s Dis- 
trict Attorney, Harris opposed the push 
to legalize marijuana in California in 
2010. Marijuana advocates still cam- 
paigned heavily on her behalf during 
the AG race that fall, claiming the alter- 
native, L.A. District Attorney Steve 
Cooley, was much worse. With her mar- 
gin of victory a meager 75,000 votes, 
the state’s roughly 750,000 card-carry- 
ing medical marijuana patients may 
have made the difference. 

Since her election, Harris has 
mostly dodged the topic of weed. In 
the marijuana industry’s hour of need 
during 2011's federal crackdown, 
Harris punted “clarifications” of state 
marijuana law to the Legislature. 
Earlier this year, she laughed off a 
question from a reporter asking if her 
stance on legalization had changed. 
That was on Aug. 5. That same day, in 
Mendocino County, law enforcement 


officers working for her state Depart- 
ment of Justice were up in the sky ina 
rented helicopter, looking for marijua- 
na patches to raid without warrants. 

Several farms in Potter Valley were 
hit that day. One was almost certainly 
part-time Potrero Hill resident Susan 
Schindler’s. Schindler, a champion 
marijuana grower who took home a 
Cannabis Cup award last year for one 
of her non-psychoactive, low-THC 
medical strains, was away from her 
Mendocino plot when she received a 
frantic phone call from a neighbor. He 
informed her that men in camouflage 
had descended from an unmarked 
helicopter and were cutting down the 
garden. 

The men who visited her 120-acre 
spread left no paperwork, no search 
warrants, and no business cards. They 
also declined to identify themselves, 
her neighbor says. She has yet to be 
officially informed who raided her 
property. All she has is what’s left of 
the plants, which were grown from 
heirloom genetics developed by 
master grower Lawrence Ringo. The 
enormous, tree-sized cannabis plants 
in cages, all left in place with a precise 
cut to the plant’s stalk at the base, are 
all now dead and brown, as she later 
showed off to a reporter from CBS-5. 

Farther up the valley, helicopters 
also paid a visit to a farm belonging to 


a grower who wants to be identified 
only as “Ty.” At Ty’s plot of land, he 
tells SF Weekly, the copters deposited 
men who identified themselves as 
members of the “Mendocino Major 
Crimes Task Force,” a state-funded 
outfit led by Special Agent Richard 
Russell. After slicing water lines, 
draining a 500-gallon water 
tank Ty used for drinking 
(always a nice touch ina 
drought), and destroy- 
ing 50 plants Ty says 
he had on two sepa- 
rate parcels of land 

in compliance with 
county law, the men 
departed. 

Russell, once a 
member of the state 
Bureau of Narcotics En- 
forcement (which ran anti-weed 
operations under the banner of CAMP, 
the Campaign Against Marijuana 
Planting, before Brown gutted the 
BNE’s budget in 2011) is now on the 
state payroll as a prison guard, records 
show. According to Ty, he claimed no 
allegiance to anyone but “the state 
AG's office.” What the men who visited 
Schindler’s garden said — referencing 
state law of a six-plant maximum, 
rather than the county limit of 25 and 
federal law’s zero — suggests they 
were state-level, too. 









The anxiety all marijuana growers 
feel peaks this time of year, when 
plants begin to blossom into valuable 
commodities, and when a veritable 
alphabet soup of various law enforce- 
ment agencies takes to the skies: 
DEA, CAMP, COMMET (County of 
Mendocino Marijuana Eradication 
Team), state Fish and Wildlife, 
and local sheriffs. 

This year, an addi- 
tional element was 
thrown into the mix: 
private security. A 
firm called LEAR 
Asset Management, 
run by a marijua- 
na-hating Mendocino 
man active with the 
local deer hunters’ asso- 
ciation, won a large contract 
from a timber company to clear 
its woodlands of outlaw weed grow- 
ers. He invited media along during a 
July junket. 

LEAR was initially suspected in the 
Potter Valley raids due to the paramil- 
itary tactics and attitudes employed, 
according to growers’ accounts — and 
also due to the fact that no law en- 
forcement agency initially claimed 
responsibility for the raids. 

After Ty snapped a photo of the 
chopper with its N-number on the 
tail, both county and state law en- 


forcement have since confirmed the 
raid. A spokesman for Harris tells SF 
Weekly that state DOJ officers were in 
on the operation, but that the entire 
operation answered to Mendocino 
County Sheriff Tom Allman. 

Allman’s office says that sheriff's 
deputies participated in the raid, 
which was a joint operation between 
them and Russell’s task force. In an 
interview Thursday, Allman says that 
Russell technically answers to him 
and four other local lawmen, but that 
“there’s no requirement the state 
checks in with me.” 

As for the cut-and-depart tactics: 
That’s all perfectly legal. The canna- 
bis-eradicators are using the “open 
fields doctrine,’ which means that any 
marijuana stand not within the “cur- 
tilage” of a residence can be destroyed 
without a warrant after being spotted 
from the air (ironically, a pot stand 
can also be cut down if it’s too close to 
a house in Mendocino). 

Does Harris know what her peo- 
ple are doing in her name? A Harris 
spokesman was still checking into 
Russell’s raid at press time. In the 
meantime, growers who say they are 
following all the rules are as anxious 
as they’ve ever been. Now would be a 
good time for them to hear from her. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 


A Film by Ethiopian American Filmmaker 
Zeresenay Berhane Mehari 


SCREENING FOLLOWED BY 
Q&A with Director 
Zeresenay Mehari and 
Producer Mehret Mandefro 
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Thursday Oct 9, 7:00 pn 
Embarcadero Center Cinema 
More info and tickets at Sffs.org 
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Lucky Day has two special- 
ties: Chinese entertainment and the 
California Lottery. 

The store in Oakland’s Chinatown 
is crammed floor to ceiling with 
brightly colored DVDs and CDs bear- 
ing names like Highs And Lows and 
The World Is Lonely. 

But Chinese entertainment isn’t 
the store’s main attraction. The 
stream of customers entering the 
store pays little attention. They are 
here to play the lottery. 

Behind the counter at Lucky Day, 
and in a vending machine a few feet 
away, are thousands of lottery scratch 
tickets. They blend in with the DVDs 
and CDs, sharing the same eye-catch- 
ing colors: loud yellows, greens, and 
reds. Orange and white “hits” — re- 
ceipts from winning lottery tickets 
— paper the walls of the shop. Ina 
corner, there’s a shrine where custom- 
ers can pray for luck. 

On the day before Chinese New 
Year, people are in the streets, light- 
ing firecrackers and celebrating. But 
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Jason Li, who owns Lucky Day, isn’t 
closing his shop early. He’s busy sell- 
ing scratchers, as the tickets are called. 
His customers, mostly Chinese, many 
older, ask Li to recommend scratchers. 
Some customers go out of their way 
to play here, buying their tickets and 
scratching them off on Li’s counter. 
Losing tickets stack up to one side. 

Tom Ko walks into the store and 
asks Lito pull a $5 Million Jackpot 
scratcher from the middle of the pack 
— Ko wants his lucky number. He 
takes the shiny blue $20 ticket and 
scratches it off on Li's counter. It’s not 
a winner, so Ko moves on to other, 
less expensive tickets. “Only one, no 
good,” he says. 

Ko then pulls out a thick roll of $20 
bills and lays down $300 in cash to 
buy scratchers. He finishes them one 
by one and leaves Lucky Day. 

Li says many customers play the $1, 
$2, and $5 tickets, along with familiar 
draw games like Powerball and Mega 
Millions. But the $5 Million Jackpot, 
which costs $20, occupies a special 


space here. With its higher price come 
better odds and fatter jackpots. 

“Twenty dollars sells very good,” 

Li says. “Most people, they like this 
game.’ There's a poster for the game 
above the scratchers vending ma- 
chine. “Biggest Scratchers Jackpot 
Ever,” it proclaims, with a lottery tick- 
et rising out of a pile of money. Li has 
taped a “hit” for a $1,000 winner to 
the middle of the poster. 

When news of the expensive 
scratcher first arrived, Li says his 
customers exclaimed, “Oh, a $20 
game [is] coming? Wow!” Li has had 
players come in and buy an entire roll 
of scratchers — 30 at once — at $600 
a pop. And Li's players aren’t alone: In 
the year since the $20 ticket launched, 
more than 20 million have been sold 
in California. 


The $20 scratch ticket took a long 
road to arrive at Lucky Day. A pricing 
scheme that required a change in state 
law, a hyper-focused ad campaign aimed 
at dedicated players and Asian-Ameri- 
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cans, and decisions about the color 

scheme: They were months, sometimes 
years, in the making. California Lottery 
spokesman Russ Lopez says the lottery 
believed this $20 ticket represented “an 
exciting new game at a new price point.” 

Lottery employees from other 
states describe the process of market- 
ing a scratcher. “You are always taking 
a chance when you send a ticket out,” 
says Lauren Luttrell, who manages 
scratch tickets at the Massachusetts 
State Lottery. 

Ticket design is “as much of an 
art as a science,’ says Don Feeney, 
research and planning director of the 
Minnesota Lottery. “There’s a lot of 
guesswork, and sometimes we guess 
wrong.” 

In the Golden State, decisions are 
made by the California State Lottery, 
a 760-employee government agency. 
This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of Proposition 37, which created the 
lottery in 1984. Since tickets first went 
on sale a year later, more than $74 
billion in lottery tickets, including up- 





Photographs by Aaron Mendelson 


Winning lottery tickets cover the 
walls of Lucky Day in Oakland's 
Chinatown. 


wards of $34 billion in scratchers, have 
been sold by the California Lottery. 

The California Lottery declined 
interview requests for this story, along 
with requests to tour its operations. 
Lopez writes that lottery employees 
had “little interest to participate,” but 
agreed to answer “specific” questions 
about its business and the $20 scratch- 
er by email. Other information was 
obtained through California Public 
Records Act requests. 

While the Lottery and news outlets 
hype big jackpots and winners, those 
business operations, and making 
sure that players at corner stores are 
enticed to lay down $20 to hit the 
jackpot, fly under the radar. 

What does it take to design a suc- 
cessful ticket? And how does encour- 
aging people to gamble on the long 
odds of a winning ticket square with 
the California Lottery’s stated >> p13 
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aim of support for public education? 
“Education lottery’ is an oxymo- 
ron, says Erik Owens, a religious eth- 
icist at Boston College and editor of a 
book on gambling. While proposals to 
build casinos usually generate heated 
public debate, Owens says, “the lot- 
tery chugs along without controversy.” 


Until recently, more expensive 
scratchers — and the bump in reve- 
nues they bring — weren't practical in 
California. When Texas introduced a 
$50 scratcher in 2007, the most expen- 
sive scratcher in the Golden State cost 
just $5. 

Sales were anemic. In 2007, then- 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger floated 
the idea of privatizing the lottery, 
washing the state’s hands entirely. 
Then sales fell even further and 
Schwarzenegger vented about Califor- 
nia’s “underperforming” system. Mat- 
thew Sweeny’s 2009 book The Lottery 
Wars called the California Lottery “by 
many measures the worst in the coun- 
try” and “an industry byword for weak 
lottery sales.” 

And there was high turnover at 
the top: The Lottery has burned 
through 20 directors and interim 
directors in just 30 years, including 
eight since 2004. 

The Lottery saw troublesome re- 
strictions in Prop. 37, which created 
the agency. When voters approved 
the measure in 1984, they capped the 


amount of money that could go to- 
wards prizes at 50 percent of Lottery 
revenues. The law also required the 
Lottery to return 34 percent of reve- 
nues to public education. 

That made it impossible to offer the 
big prizes needed to attract players to 
$20 tickets. As the Lottery’s Deputy 
Director of Business Planning Jim 
Hasegawa said at a conference last 
year, the law “really restricted what we 
could do with our scratchers games.” 

So the state changed the law. A 
new bill, AB 142, was introduced in 
the Legislature with the lottery’s 
support. It also had the backing of 
GTECH, the Italian lottery behemoth 
that has contributed to campaigns 
by former L.A. Mayor Antonio Vil- 


~~ 
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Jason Li holds a $5 Million Jackpot 
ticket at Lucky Day. 


laraigosa, Assembly Speaker Toni 
Atkins, and Gov. Jerry Brown. GTECH 
officially registered its support for AB 
142, noting low payouts by the lottery 
to public education in California, and 
adding that “the formula is simple — 
higher prize payouts equal more sales 
and more net revenue.” 

AB 142 would erase the require- 
ment that 34 cents of every dollar go 
towards public education. Instead, the 
Lottery would be required to return 
87 percent of all revenue to the public, 
in the form of contributions to edu- 
cation or beefed-up jackpots. The Lot- 
tery’s Lopez calls this “prize payout 
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flexibility.” And because the higher 
prizes meant bigger sales, the think- 
ing went, the lottery’s contribution to 
schools would grow along with them. 

In 2010, the bill sailed through 
the California Legislature and was 
signed by Schwarzenegger. As an “ur- 
gency measure, it went into effect 
immediately. 

After AB 142 passed, the Lottery 
“started really launching our higher 
price-point games,’ Hasegawa told 
the conference. First came a wave of 
$5 scratchers. Then, a year and a half 
later, the lottery introduced its first 
$10 scratcher. The game sold out ina 
matter of months. 

But California still trailed other 
lotteries: As of last year it was one of 
only four state lotteries without a $20 
scratch ticket. As a Lottery spokes- 
man told the press last year, “Califor- 
nia has really been sort of behind the 
times on offering this price point.” 

That changed on Sept. 25, 2013, 
when the first $20 ticket went on sale 
in California. Within a week, hun- 
dreds of thousands had been sold. 


The machinery behind scratchers 
is complex: Their loud colors and enor- 
mous prizes are carefully calibrated by 
the Lottery and its contractors for maxi- 
mum impact and profitability. Ticket 
sales are the California Lottery’s only 
source of revenue for its own operations, 
and they also provide the money for its 
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contributions to education and prizes. 

The agency offers a variety of 
different games, like Powerball and 
the quick-draw Hot Spot game. But 
scratchers have accounted for nearly 
half of all Lottery sales since 1985. 
Setting the right prizes is critical in 
attracting players. 

Luttrell, who manages scratch tick- 
ets in Massachusetts, says that regu- 
lar players respond when grand prizes 
are massive, even when their odds of 
winning aren't. Massachusetts has the 
highest per capita lottery spending in 
the country by far, as well as the larg- 
est prize payouts — the percentage 
of ticket sales returned as prizes — at 
every price level. 

“We kind of go by the 80/20 rule, 
where 20 percent of our players make 
up 80 percent of our sales,” Luttrell 
says. Those “core players” are “playing 
those high-end games, they’re chasing 
that huge top prize,” she says. 

The Texas Lottery has been at the 
forefront of the move toward more 
expensive tickets, introducing its $50 
scratcher in 2007. Scientific Games, a 
New York-based company that prints 
scratchers, advised Texas and other 
states to invest in games with high 
jackpots, according to a New York 
Times report. 

Scientific Games introduced the 
first scratcher in 1974. Today, the 
company does business with many 
of the country’s 42 lotteries. >> p14 
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It reported more than $1 billion in 
revenue in 2013, half of that from 
scratchers business. Scientific Games 
recently won a six-year contract with 
the California Lottery to provide 
scratchers. 

The company’s presence in Cali- 
fornia goes back decades: Scientific 
Games’ contribution of $1.6 million 
to the pro-Lottery campaign was crit- 
ical to passing Prop. 37 in California 
in 1984. 


Lotteries don’t just obsess over 
prizes; they also design the details of 
each scratcher, keeping an eye on color, 
size, and competition from other tick- 
ets. California’s $5 Million Jackpot 
ticket is particularly eye-catching, 
printed on shimmering, silver and blue 
holographic paper. 

“These tickets are a little bit like 


the ‘ding ding ding’ you hear on a slot 


machine,” says Kit Hinrichs. Hin- 
richs, a designer based in San Fran- 
cisco who has done logos for the Uni- 
versity of Southern California and 
the Disney Museum, says the colors 
are loud, but blend together without 
leaving a lasting impression. 

Lotteries consider factors 
like which colors are in vogue, 
and which are already on the 
market. Recent Massachusetts 
scratchers feature Pantone’s 
color of the year, “radiant or- 
chid.” “Literally because it’s a 
trendy color,” Luttrell says. 

Ron Fornaro, who manages 
scratch tickets for the Ohio Lot- 
tery, keeps a board of the entire 
year’s tickets behind his desk. 

“T can see what colors are going 
on out there, if we need more 
purples out there, if I need a green, a 


blue,” he says. Luttrell keeps a similar 


board in her office. 

Scratchers are “impulse items,” 
she says, so they need to look good 
and send bold messages. “Ugly tickets 
don't sell. They really don't.” 

Feeney of the Minnesota Lottery 
says that designs start with vendors 
like Scientific Games. Lotteries keep 
up on the competition by looking at 
other states’ tickets on a server main- 
tained by Scientific Games, known 
as the “Game Gallery.” The compa- 
ny’s portal has images of more than 
25,000 lottery tickets. Lotteries pay 
to browse and find inspiration from 
the Game Gallery. 

“Lotteries steal shamelessly from 
each other,’ Feeney says. 

The California Lottery printed 
33.6 million of its $20 scratchers. The 
tickets went on sale in September 
2013 at more than 20,000 retailers 
across California. 


Just sending the sparkling $5 Mil- 
lion Jackpot ticket into stores wasn’t 
going to cut it. The Lottery needed to 
get the word out to players about the 
brand new, more expensive offering. 
But there were “limited marketing dol- 
lars,” Hasegawa said at the December 
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conference, with other initiatives — 
including the launch of Powerball in 
California — eating up ad money. “So 
in order to market the $20 game, we 
really had to advertise it to its most 
likely buyers, and do it with great preci- 
sion,’ he said. 

Reaching the right players is 
crucial. Nationwide, about 5 percent 
of lottery players — not just of 
scratch tickets, but all lottery games 
— contribute more than 50 percent 
of all lottery receipts. “What that 
tells us is that there’s a definite 
target for the marketers of the 
lottery,” says Erik Owens. 

High school dropouts and Af- 
rican-Americans spent dispropor- 
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tionately high sums on the lottery 
nationally. The California Lottery 
estimated that Californians from all 
racial backgrounds play the lottery in 
rough proportion to their prevalence 
in the population — for example, 
whites in California make up 47 
percent of the adult population and 
represent 45 percent of lottery play- 
ers. But the information released by 
the California Lottery doesn’t iden- 
tify demographic information about 
“core players,” the small minority of 
players who account for a large per- 
centage of revenues. 

The Lottery had an idea who 
they were. To reach players willing 
to spend $20 on a single ticket, the 
agency seized on two sets of data. 
One was the forms filled out by lot- 
tery winners. The other was the lot- 
tery’s database from its 2nd Chance 


games, which allow players to submit 
as many as 1,000 losing tickets (the 
Lottery calls them “non-winning”) 
into drawings each month. In these 
drawings, even losing tickets can be- 
come winners. 

Hasegawa and others at the 
lottery focused on players in the 
databases who were purchasing $10 
scratch tickets, then the priciest on 
the market. They also sent out a ques- 
tionnaire to players of such games. 

“A very high proportion were coming 
from Asians,” Hasegawa said. About 
20 percent of sales from a group that 
represents 14 percent of the popula- 
tion, he told the industry conference. 
Asians tend to play the lottery less 
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The lottery advertised the new, 
more expensive scratcher in 
Chinese, Vietnamese, and Korean. 


than other groups, though a 2006 
report by the California Office of 
Problem and Pathological Gambling 
noted that gamblers in the Bay Area 
were more likely to be Asian than in 
other parts of the state. 

To promote the $20 scratcher, the 
Lottery launched a campaign target- 
ing two specific groups of players. It 
was the first dual campaign in the lot- 
tery’s 29 years. One target was likely 
players, Hasegawa said, who were 
identified as younger, male, and with 
higher incomes than the Lottery’s 
regular base. The other group was 
Asian-Americans. The Lottery saw an 
opportunity with the new ticket to 
reach these players. 
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With that strategy in mind, the 
Lottery handed the torch to its ad 
agencies, with the message to get play- 
ers to “really embrace the biggest in- 
stant scratchers jackpot ever,’ 
Hasegawa said. Higher jackpots, the 
agency hoped, would drive sales of 
more expensive tickets. 

Time Advertising crafted a TV 
spot for Chinese, Korean, and Viet- 
namese speakers. The ads feature 
a split screen with two images of a 
brawny young Asian man. On the 
left, he’s aman of modest means: He 
stuffs his Mini Cooper with cheap 
luggage and gives his disappointed 
fiancée a tiny diamond. On the right 
side, the same man sips champagne 
in a limousine and impresses the 
same woman with a gargantuan dia- 
mond. It all hinges on his decision to 
buy a $20 scratcher. 

Hasegawa told the conference 
the Asian-language ads were “driv- 
ing home the message of ‘bigger is 
better’ and the sheer size of the $5 
million jackpot.” Lottery documents 
describe the message of the ads as: 
“It is the biggest California Scratch- 
ers ever, go buy it now!” 

“It’s concerning,” says Kent Woo 
about the ads. Woo is executive di- 
rector of the NICOS Chinese Health 
Coalition, which runs a hotline and 
programs to reach problem gamblers 
in San Francisco’s Chinatown. “One, 
because the lottery tickets are so 
much more expensive than what 
we re traditionally used to. But also 
because it portrays hope in terms of 
making money off the lottery.” 

He says that the California Lot- 
tery’s direct marketing towards 
Asian-Americans, which is common 
in casino advertising, “is a bit of a 
concern, especially since the Lottery 
is something that’s state-run.” 

Lottery spokesperson Lopez 
downplays Woo’s concerns: “When 
the Lottery purchases advertisement 
in ethnic media it is because the 
Lottery’s research has indicated that 
particular markets enjoy particular 
games.” 

To expand, the Lottery needs to 
overcome perceptions that dissuade 
people from buying its tickets. Its 
latest business plan addresses these 
issues, among them: “perception 
of types of stores where tickets are 
sold and type of people who buy 
tickets — particularly Scratchers.” 
A quarter of scratchers are sold at 
liquor stores. 

In marketing $20 scratchers to 
dedicated players, the California 
Lottery relied on radio broadcasts 
around the state, many from liquor 
stores. Targeted online ads placed 
piles of cash next to landmarks like 
the Golden Gate Bridge and Lake 
Tahoe. The agency bet its big-money 
message would entice players. 


In the week after the $5 Million 
Jackpot launched in September 2013, 
players bought 860,000 tickets. At $20 
apiece, sales totaled $17.2 million, a fig- 


ure a Lottery press release trumpeted 
as “extraordinary.” 

The $20 scratchers were a hit. And 
they pulled up sales of other lottery 
tickets with them. That week, the 
Lottery sold more than $66.8 million 
worth of all types of scratchers, which 
was the most of any week in the Cal- 
ifornia Lottery’s history. The higher 
overall sales, Hasegawa said, showed 
the players weren't simply spending 
the same amount of money on more 
expensive tickets. They were spending 
more on tickets in general. 

Early big winners included an L.A. 
hairdresser and a Temecula retiree 
— and the California Lottery. Hase- 
gawa told the lottery conference that 
scratcher sales as a whole had been 
lifted by more than 10 percent since 
the launch of the $20 scratcher. 

Hasegawa speculated that the tar- 
geted marketing drove sales. “What 
we spent on media for the $20 game 
effort was less than one-sixth of 
what we typically would spend in the 
less-targeted campaigns,” he said, 
citing the ubiquitous holiday ads for 
scratchers. Unlike those holiday ads, 
which blanket television shows and 
adorn bus stops throughout the state, 
the $20 scratcher was promoted by a 
handful of radio broadcasts, Asian-lan- 
guage TV spots, and online ads. 

Despite the financial success, the 
marketing blitz may not have worked 
exactly as intended. 

The Lottery collects demographic 
data about its players, as state law 
requires. Since the launch of the $20 
game, its surveys indicate that it may 
have only partially reached the target 
demographics. Nearly 5 percent of 
adults in California said they had 
played a $20 scratcher, according to 
the Lottery, including about 3 percent 
of Asians. Lopez notes that “Asians 
have traditionally had lower rates 
of Scratchers play than Californians 
overall.” Lopez didn’t respond to a 
question about whether or not the 
Lottery considers the targeted mar- 
keting towards Asians a success. 

In the survey data, players of the 
$20 scratcher emerged as younger, 
male, and more likely to be Hispanic 
or African-American than the popu- 
lation at large; the Lottery no longer 
collects information about the educa- 
tion level of its players. 


By mid-September 2013, more 
than 22 million $20 scratchers had 
been sold. 

All the effort put into the $20 
scratchers — the fatter jackpot and 
higher ticket price, the design deci- 
sions and the highly targeted mar- 
keting — has paid off, at least for the 
Lottery. But that success may come at 
the expense of vulnerable people. 

Erik Owens, the Boston College 
ethicist and editor of the book 
Gambling: Mapping the American 
Moral Landscape, says that for lottery 
players, “the less education you have, 
the more likely you are to spend 
more money.” 
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It is “deeply ironic that lotteries 
are pitched to consumers and 
voters who consider them as 
education lotteries, or that they’re 
somehow improving education,” 
Owens says. “Because the simple 
fact is if they work, if they improve 
the education of the people in 
that society, they would buy fewer 
lottery tickets. And that would sink 
the whole ship.” 

For the 2012-2013 fiscal year, the 
most recent full year for which data 
is available, the California Lottery 
contributed $1.3 billion to public 
education and spent $2.7 billion on 
prizes. About 60 percent of revenue 
goes to prizes, 28 percent goes to 
public education, and 12 percent goes 
towards administrative expenses. 

Which means that in the last 
school year, the lottery contributed 
just over $1 billion to K-12, through 
the Department of Education 
(about $250 million went to higher 
education and other programs). That 
contribution has ticked up in recent 
years, but it’s not much higher than 
it was in 2007. Lottery funding 
makes up only 1.5 percent of the 
DOE's massive $70 billion budget. 

“We supplement, not supplant, 
public education’s budgets,” and 
make “modest contributions” to 
education funding, Lottery spokes- 
person Lopez says in an email. “We 
don’t sell our Lottery as a ‘solution’ 
to education’s budgetary issues, nor 
do we claim that our contributions to 
public education are responsible for 
improving schools.” 

“Any kind of additional funding 
that a school in California can receive 
is a meaningful source of funding,” 
says Department of Education 
spokesman Giorgos Kazanis about 
lottery funding. But he adds, “in 
reality, it’s just a fraction of the 
schools’ actual funding. That’s the 
biggest misconception.” 


At Lucky Day, scratchers arrive in 
inconspicuous white UPS packages. Li, 
the owner, activates them by scanning 
a barcode. Until he does this, the $20 
scratchers are worthless. 
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The California Lottery's 
Sacramento headquarters. 


Li doesn’t spend much time think- 
ing about the efforts that went into 
the design of the scratchers below his 
counter at Lucky Day. Asked about the 
different colors, he shrugs. Sales are 
“almost the same, every game. Just de- 
pends on the people.” Not all custom- 
ers at Li's Chinatown store are Asian. 
White, black, and Hispanic players 
come here from nearby neighborhoods 
and downtown jobs. 

On this weekday morning, James 
Salazar walks into Lucky Day. It’s his 
second visit today; he’s here to redeem 
the $20 scratcher he bought earlier. 
His winnings: $20. 

Salazar doesn’t think much about 
the color of scratchers either. He’s 
a regular player who says he chases 
“the green color” — money. He’s nev- 
er noticed a hologram on the ticket 
before. He pulls one out and stares at 
the shiny surface. “No, nothing like 
that. Looks don’t attract me.” 

Salazar says he’s come out ahead 
playing scratchers, and won $5,000 
last year. He hasn't heard of AB 142 
or the changes in Lottery regula- 
tions, and seems surprised to learn 
more than half of Lottery revenues 
go towards prizes. His view of the 
Lottery is dim: “T tell you this, the 
California Lottery is a kind of rip-off 
organization,’ he vents. To get the 
bigger jackpots, “you have to play 10 
million times.” Salazar gets frustrated 
scratching off losing tickets, but he 
has nowhere else to turn. The Califor- 
nia Lottery is the only game in town. 

Salazar walks briskly from Lucky 
Day to his job at the county court- 
house. He works in IT, a field he calls 
“easy money.” He says he’s frustrated 
by the small winnings he’s seen from 
the Lottery lately. He plays scratchers 
for “the money part, the big money 
part. I don’t care about small.” 

For players like Salazar, there’s 
now a second $20 scratch ticket: “Mil- 
lion $$ Match.” The odds of winning a 
top prize are one in six million. 
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m® \ $10 Door Donation after 10:30 a.m. 

$3 for Students & Seniors 
FREE for Kids under 12 


Saturday/Sunday October 11 & 12 
10:30 a.m. - 6:45 p.m. 


eer SF County Fair Bldg. 
Pa! 2 9th Avenue & Lincoln 
Inside Golden Gate Park 
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Party 


TURN DOWN 
FOR GATSBY 


Formal attire is encouraged for those 
attending Radio Silence’s intimate 
Great Gatsby Loft Party tonight. 
Known as the Bay Area magazine 
where literature meets rock’n’ roll, 
Radio Silence features stories and mus- 
ings and interviews and fiction on all 
things music-related. Greil Marcus 
said it is the magazine “people have 
been waiting for for 50 years.” The 
theme of the loft party is The Great 
Gatsby, so perhaps this is the party 
people have been waiting for for about 
90 years. Regardless how long you've 
been waiting for it, the party's going 
to feature live jazz from S.F.’s Gaucho 
gypsy jazz band and a conversation 
between Fresh Air book critic Maureen 
Corrigan and Radio Silence editor Dan 
Stone. Tickets include an open bar; 
deluxe tickets include an open bar and 
a signed copy of Corrigan’s new book, 
So We Read On: How The Great Gatsby 
Came to Be and Why It Endures. Ah, 
there’s the connection. Put on your 
roaring ’20s finest and get to this 
party, you beautiful little fool. 

The Great Gatsby Loft Party 
starts at 7 p.m. at the Radio Silence 
loft near 16th and Harrison streets 
(the exact address will be sent to 
ticket holders). Tickets are $30- 
$48; visit maintainradiosilence.com. 
Emilie Mutert 
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Dance 


SERENADE 
UNLEASHED 


Anyone who has ever seen George Bal- 
anchine’s Serenade would tell you that 
it’s just about as close to perfection as 
you can get. The ballet features a corps 
de ballet of around 25 airy ballerinas 
in identical icy-blue tutus. It’s ethereal. 
It’s iconic. And you'd have to be crazy 
to want to change a thing about it. But 
what is an artist’s duty, if not to be, 
well, a little crazy? Set to the same 
score (Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for 
Strings), Colorado-based choreogra- 
pher Garrett Ammon sets his version 
of Serenade on San Francisco’s Smuin 
Ballet. In Ammon’s version, expect less 
flowing, serene, and more tricky, con- 
temporary movement. This isn’t a re- 
staging; it’s a completely different 
work with a completely different feel. 
Serenade for Strings is shown alongside 
two other pieces in “Untamed,” 
Smuin Ballet’s newest program pre- 
miering tonight. Also on the program: 
a Latin-influenced piece by Michael 
Smuin in tribute to Gene Kelly and Ob- 
jects of Curiosity, a new work by Smuin 
Ballet’s choreographer-in-residence, 
Amy Seiwert. 

Smuin Ballet presents “Untamed” 
at 8 p.m. and continues through Oct. 
11 at Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon 
St., S.F. Tickets are $24-$67; call 
912-1899 or visit smuinballet.org. 
Laura Jaye Cramer 
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Art Opening 


GROWING 
PAINS 


In a city that changes as rapidly and 
as dramatically as San Francisco, it 
can be easy to feel very small or 
very left out. Seeing our surround- 
ings shift before our eyes can be 
scary or exciting — depending 
somewhat on how much you feel as 
though you are a part of that 
change. Palo Alto-based Institute 
for the Future, or IFTE, specializes 
in creating sustainable changes in 
various organizations. And through 
a collaboration with Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, the team has 
created Open City/Art City Art 
and Ideas Festival, an event that 
questions what elements in a city 
make for greater artistic communi- 
ties and happier citizens. Through 
installations, talks, presentations, 
and workshops, the festival pushes 
to connect attendees with mem- 
bers of IFTF one-on-one, and to 
contribute ideas and feedback in 
order to plan and continue to grow 
our ever-changing city and its arts 
organizations. 

Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts and Institute for the Future 
present Open City/Art City Art 
and Ideas Festival at 11 a.m. at 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission St., S.F. Free; call 978- 
2700 or visit ybca.org. LIC 
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Pe A a LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. RATUR: Becoming Lucid: The French 
street artist (born Arthur Maslard) turns digitally 
manipulated photos into paintings that seem 
to leap off the canvas. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Oct. 3. ratur.maslard.fr. 1000 
Howard,861-5089, lamsf.com. 

Alter Space. Jenny Muskopf & Nellie King Solomon: 12 
of Our 84 Possible Past Lives: Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Oct. 4. 1158 Howard,735-1158, 
alterspace.co. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Patrick Dintino: Speed of 
Light: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Oct. 3. 
545 Fourth St.,495-2090, asgallery.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. APAture Visual Arts Showcase: 
Through Oct. 3. 1246 Folsom,298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

ASC Projects. Tim Roseborough: The Rebus Names 
Project: Tuesdays, Thursdays. Continues through 
Oct. 11. 3150 18th St. #104,786-1351, ascprojects.org. 

Bash Contemporary. David Van Gough: Purgatorium: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 4. 210 
Golden Gate,926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Campfire Gallery. Michael La Rocco: San Francisco 
- Lived In: Oct. 1-5. sflivedin.com. 3344 24th 
St.,800-7319, campfiregallery.com. 
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Dance 


COME ALIVE 


Creativity Explored. Shoerageous: Form, Function, 
and Fantasy in Footwear: The gallery selects 20 
of its developmentally disabled artists to create 
new works that celebrate their kicks. Through Oct. 
1. 3245 16th St.,863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 

Dogpatch Cafe. Noah Ptolemy: People Eat People 
Too: Through Oct. 11. 2295 Third St.,255-9982, 
dogpatchcafe.com. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Tom Lieber: Zero Gravity: 
Starting Oct. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Nov. 1. 210 Post,956-3560, dolbychad- 
wickgallery.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Guy Overfelt: Free Bird: The Never 
Ending Joy Ride, 1998-2014: Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Oct. 4. 441 O’Farrell,796-3676, 
evergoldgallery.com. 

Fecal Face Dot Gallery. John Felix Arnold Ill: No Des- 
tination: Starting Oct. 3. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Nov. 1. 2277 Mission,500-2166, 
ffdg.net. 

George Lawson Gallery. Clem Crosby: Short Ride ina 
Fast Machine: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Oct. 4. 315 Potrero,703-4400, georgelaw- 
songallery.com. 

Goethe-Institut. Kris & Maél: Notre Mére La Guerre/ 
Mother War/Mutter Krieg: Exhibit featuring original 
artwork from the graphic novel set during WWI. 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Oct. 10. 530 
Bush,263-8760, goethe.de/ins/us/saf/enindex.htm. 

Hashimoto Contemporary. Scott Scheidly: The 
Pinks, Pt. 2: Starting Oct. 4. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Oct. 24. 804 Sutter,655-9265, 
hashimotocontemporary.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Rob & Nick Carter: Recent 
Work: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 
1. Annie Kevans: Women and the History of Art: 
Starting Oct. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. Annie Kevans: Women and the 
History of Art: Starting Oct. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 20. 464 Sutter,677-0770, 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Hal Buckner: Process & Prog- 
ress: Starting Oct. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Nov. 15. 49 Geary Ste. 200,mgart.com. 

Misho Gallery. Essence: Group show featuring >> 


We consent, as participants in contemporary existence, to a life that is always 
divided from itself, in thrall to technological devices and virtual personae. Im- 
material labor whittles away the brief length of time that we walk along the 
surface of this planet in pursuit of neither love nor food but only other knick- 
knacks that suck down minutes as easily as cronuts and blood. Dance is one of 
the arts that resists such mediation, being always of a mortal body. In you 
ARE HERE, choreographer Christine Cali and composer Matt Langlois 
(whose aliases include Matt EL and The Welcome Matt) choose to ask, “How do 
we make sense of these bodies gifted to us and the disappearing nature of our 
existence?” Using text, projections, and a different set of guest artists every 
night, the show invites audiences to experience the living of live performance. 
Christine Cali/CALI & CO dance and Matt Langlois/Matt EL present you 
ARE HERE at 8 p.m. and continues through Oct. 4 at Joe Goode Annex, 401 
Alabama St., S.F. Tickets are $15-$20; visit calidance.info. Irene Hsiao 
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ART WALK 


FRI OCT. 10,2014 4-8PM 
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Over 75 artists at 25 locations in 2 block 
Food and drink specials at 
cafes, bars, restavrants and nighclubs 


slong the way 


Infecrrahon & walking rag 


www.2BlocksOtArtorg 


Pee eited ey O® t bf») ' Urban 
te A ) Solutions 
Sree el Thee: ‘ . fred rarer 
fat (a tec eeu 
Sie hetoo 





Leading 


Ladies anc 





Femmes 
Fatale 


APR 30—NOV 3 


VIL | 






DAVIS 


Marc Davis is best known for creating beguiling, dynamic, and marvelously designed 
characters, such as Sleeping Beauty's Malteficent, Peter Pan's Tinker Bell, and One 
Hundred and One Dalmatian’s Cruella de Vil. Fall under the spell of these leading 
ladies and fermmmes fatales with an exhibition of Davis’ work for The Walt Disney 
Studios and Disneyland Park. celebrating he ability to bring these beauties to life. 
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THU 10/2 


Film Screening 


HOW WE RADICALIZED 


In any society at any given point, we hope there will be someone who is brave, 
or guileless, enough to raise his or her voice like the child in “The Emperor's 
New Clothes.” Many such children are represented and explored in “Lest We 
Forget: Remembering Radical San Francisco,” a film series which en- 
deavors to remind us how we all got here and what it took to make this place 
worthwhile. It begins with The Times of Harvey Milk, one of the first documen- 
taries to look at gay life in America, and ends with a program of vintage shorts 
from the Mission, on themes of discrimination, immigration, and early activ- 
ism. Along the way, we learn about the rise and fall of Manilatown on Kearny; 
the Native American reclamation of Alcatraz; an agrarian experiment turned 
punk-rock nexus called the Farm; cabbies’ understanding of Chinatown; a 
1963 field trip to Hunter’s Point taken by author James Baldwin; and, of 
course, sex — lots of empirical, San Francisco-style sex. For newcomers, this 
series could serve as a primer; for old-timers it’s more like a reunion. 

“Lest We Forget” starts at 7:30 p.m. and runs through Oct. 26 at Yer- 
ba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St., S.F. Tickets are $10; call 
978-2700 or visit ybca.org. Silke Tudor 


contemporary Chinese painters from Guangzhou, 
including Liang Mingming, Liang Yier, Lei Shujuan, 
Liu Ling, Shen Jianwei, and Wang Dongbiao. Starting 
Oct. 3. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Oct. 18. 680 8th St.,655-1838, mishogallery.com. 

Modern Eden. Matthew Robertson: Our Ghosts Are 
Hungry, How About You?: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Oct. 12. 801 Greenwich,956-3303, 
moderneden.com. 

NanHai Art. Contemporary Ink: Li Huayi, Wang Tiande, 
Zheng Chongbin, and Lu Chuntao: Starting Oct. 4. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 8. 510 
Broadway, Millbrae, 650-259-2100, nanhaiart.com. 

The NWBLK. Shift: Group show curated by the Heather 
Marx Art Advisory and featuring work by Michael 
Arcega, Mary Margaret Durell, Matt Gil, Amanda 
Hughen, Kimberly Rowe, Andrew Schoultz, Bill 
Swanson, and Arngunnur Yr. Oct. 2-Dec. 15. hmxaa. 
com. 1999 Bryant,621-2344, www.thenwblk.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. Sam 
Russell & Giuliana Pinto: Human Chimeras: Through 
Oct. 11. 701 Amador St.,285-7814, reclaimedroom. 
com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Pablo Guardiola: Maintenance 
Yard: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 
11. 1240 22nd St.,550-7483, romeryounggallery.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Javier Téllez: Games Are 
Forbidden in the Labyrinth: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 13. 800 Chestnut,771-7020, 
Sfai.edu. 

San Francisco LGBT Community Center. Chelsea 
Rae Klein: Among Dreams: Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Nov. 11. 1800 Market,865-5555, 
sfcenter.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Real & Surreal, Part 2: Second 
half of the gallery's triennial juried show. Starting 
Oct. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Oct. 31. 251 Post,291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Richards Contemporary Art. Chris Dorosz: 
Tiergarten: Starting Oct. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Nov. 1. 251 Post,788-5588, 
srcart.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Jean-Pierre Rives: New Sculp- 
tures & Paintings: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Oct. 14. 55 Geary,421-7770, sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Jessamyn Lovell: Dear Erin Hart: The 
surveillance and pursuit of a woman who stole the 
artist's identity generated the images at this solo 
photo show where the predator becomes the prey. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 18. 
657 Mission,512-2020, sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 
Willard Dixon, Chiyomi Longo, and Anthony Delgado: 
Paintings and photographs. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Oct. 23. 2 Marina Boule- 
vard,441-4777, sfmoma.org. 

SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building. Shenny Cruces: 
Keys: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 5. 
Allegorical Procedures: Bay Area Collage, 1950-Pres- 
ent: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Oct. 16. gallery.sfsu.edu. 1600 Holloway,338-6535, 
sfsu.edu. 

Shooting Gallery. Pakpoom Silaphan: Essentializing 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


the Essence: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Oct. 4. 886 Geary,931-1500, shooting- 
gallerysf.com. 

Southern Exposure. Theory of Survival: Fabrications: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 25. 
3030 20th St.,863-2141, soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Joshua Budich: Solo show 
opening October 4. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 816 Sut- 
ter,spoke-art.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Matt Borruso: Wax House 
of Wax: The San Francisco artist presents new 
work, including sculptures, collages, and prints. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 
25. 2747 19th St.,263-3677, stevenwolffinearts.com. 

Thomas Reynolds Gallery. Sandy Ostrau: Edge: 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 11. 
Adrienne Sherman: Imaginarium: Thursdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Oct. 11. 2291 Pine,441-4093, 
thomasreynolds.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Cynthia Ona Innis: Shift: 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 1. 
895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, traywick.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. Dobles Vidas: Folk Art 
from the Mexican Museum: Exhibit featuring over 
60 artworks — including yarn paintings, wooden 
animals, papier-maché alebrijes, masks, and 
more — from nine of Mexico's states. Through Dec. 
12. mexicanmuseum.org. 2130 Fulton,422-2044, 
usfca.edu/library/thacher. 

Vorres Gallery. Yari Ostovany: Atmospheric Abstrac- 
tion: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 
18. 3681 Sacramento,423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 


FRI10/3 


Lecture 


White Walls Gallery. C215: Nina je t'aime: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 4. 886 
Geary,931-1500, whitewallssf.com. 


BURLESQUE 


Barbary Coast Burlesque: With Bunny Pistol and 
guests. Sat., Oct. 4, 9 p.m., $15-$20, facebook. 
com/BarbaryCoastBurlesque. Doc's Lab, 124 Co- 
lumbus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The Richmond 
gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux and company. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, redhotsburlesque. 
com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement,387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

First Friday Follies: With Belles du Jour & burlesque 
guests. First Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/groups/97138677663. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, stork- 
cluboakland.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these weekly 
shimmy showcases since 2008. Fridays, 7:30 
p.m., $5-$10, redhotsburlesque.com. El Rio, 3158 
Mission,282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Uptown Hubba Hubba: Weekly burlesques & lascivious 
laffs from the Hubba Hubba Revue crew. Mondays, 9 
p.m., $5, hubbahubbarevue.com. Uptown Nightclub, 
1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, uptown- 
nightclub.com. 


CABARET & DRAG 


Absolutely Fabulous: The Royal British Comedy 
Theatre (actually based here in appropriately 
foggy San Francisco) stages the first season of the 
Beeb's enduring sitcom, with Terrence McLaughlin, 
ZsaZsa Lufthansa, Annie Larson, Dene Larson, 
and Raya Light taking over the roles of Edina, 
Patsy, and friends. Starting Oct. 2, Thursdays, 8 
p.m.; Fridays, 10:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
12, $15-$35, eventbrite.com/e/absolutely-fabu- 
lous-abfab-tickets-12641718721. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia,stagewerx.org. 

Cabaret Showcase Showdown: Best Showtunes 
Singer: With Katya Smirnoff-Skyy, Joe Wicht, Barry 
Lloyd, Jesse Cortez, Lynden Bair, and more. Sun., 
Oct. 5, 7 p.m., $7. Martuni’s, 4 Valencia,241-0205. 

Cocktailgate: Hosted by Suppositori Spelling. Sundays, 
9 p.m. Truck, 1900 Folsom,252-0306, trucksf.com. 

Full Glitz!: Mahlae Balenciaga and Michael Phillis host 
drag performances by Clammy Faye, Exhibit Q, Kegel 
Kater, Matthew Martin, Sue Casa, and Sugah Betes, 
with The Go-Go's ever-adorable Jane Wiedlin playing 
live music as well. Thu., Oct. 2, 9 p.m., $15, fullglitz. 
eventbrite.com. The Stud, 399 Ninth St.,863-6623, 
studsf.com. 

The GlamaZone: With Pollo Del Mar and guests. Sun- 
days, 8:30 p.m., $3. The Cafe, 2369 Market,621-4434, 
cafesf.com. 

Mahogany Mondays: With Honey Mahogany and 
guests. Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Midnight Sun, 4067 
18th St.,861-4186, midnightsunsf.com. 

Meow Mix: A weekly cabaret show hosted by Ferosha 


NORTH POLE PROPHECY 


Before Wong Kit Yi had to appear for her nerve-wracking MFA admission 
interview at Yale, she consulted a Chinese fortune-teller. The old woman 
threw “holy wood,” consulted a prophetic calendar, and read cards of divina- 
tion; for an additional $50, she offered to have powerful gods climb into 
Wong's mouth on the day of the interview. Wong played the subsequent 
video, Fate-calculating (2010), during her admission interview and left the 
room in stitches. While Wong uses her work to grapple with things beyond 
her understanding, there is often an idiosyncratic lightheartedness to it. She 
has engaged a conductor to orchestrate the noises of snacking in Manhat- 
tan’s Chinatown; combined William Blake poems with creases left by bed 
sheets; invited young women via Craigslist to swallow a secret whispered 
into her mouth; written about smell, in letters made from cookie dough; ex- 
hibited used bars of soap imprinted with various descriptions of love. Soon, 
she will be setting out for a residency at the North Pole which, we hope, takes 
the sting out of being “banned” from the 2014 Xinjiang Biennale. 

Wong speaks at 4:30 p.m. at San Francisco Art Institute, 800 Chest- 
nut St., S.F. Free with RSVP; call 771-7020 or visit sfai.edu. ST 
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Titties, with rotating co-hosts and DJs. Tuesdays, 
11 p.m., $3-$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St.,863-6623, 
studsf.com. 

The Midnight Show: With Alexis Miranda. Fridays, 
Saturdays, midnight. Divas, 1081 Post,474-3482, 
divassf.com. 

The Monster Show: Thematic weekly drag perfor- 
mances with Cookie Dough, DJ MC2, and guests. 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, cookievision.com. The Edge, 
4149 18th St.,863-4027, edgesf.com. 

Piano Bar 101: Open mic cabaret with Joe Collins Wicht, 
Trauma Flintstone’s piano-playing alter ego. Mon- 
days, 9 p.m., free. Martuni’s, 4 Valencia,241-0205. 

Some Thing: Art drag night with craft table. Fridays, 
$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St.,863-6623, studsf.com. 

Sunday's a Drag: Brunch & drag revue with Donna 
Sachet. Sundays, 11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m., $39.95. Harry 
Denton’s Starlight Room, 450 Powell,395-8595, 
starlightroomsf.com. 

Swan Queen: The Dragsical: Drama bin Laden explores 
the dark side of drag ballet with a new show starring 
Chastity Belle (as The Swan Queen), Suppositori 
Spelling (as The Black Swan), Trixxie Carr, Raya Light, 
Glamamore, Rahni NothingMore, Qween, Nic Candito, 
Joseph Copley, and Justin Genna. Thursdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Oct. 9, $20-$30 (or $95 including 
4-course dinner), dragsical.com. Supperclub San 
Francisco, 657 Harrison,348-0900, supperclub.com. 

Tuesday Night Live: Piano bar with Jason Brock and 
Dr. Dee Spencer. Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Beaux, 2344 
Market,863-4027, beauxsf.com. 

Varla Jean Merman: With Tom Shaw and Roberta 
Drake. Fri., Oct. 3, 8 p.m.; Oct. 4-5, 7 p.m., $35-$50. 
Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason,394-1111. 


COMEDY 


39th Annual San Francisco Comedy Competition: 
Kicking off with a September 11 contest at the 
Upper Haight’s Second Act, this long-running 
stand-up battle hits clubs as far afield as Santa 
Cruz, Sacramento, and Lake Tahoe before coming 
back to San Francisco for the final showdown at 
Biscuits & Blues on October 5. Through Oct. 5, 
sanfranciscocomedycompetition.com. Multiple Bay 
Area Locations, Multiple addresses. 
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Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20; $15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato 
Green, Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved 
offices once again, now bringing their alternative 
comedy to Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 
7:30 p.m., $10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk,923-0923, hemlock- 
tavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo 
offer comedians (and audiences) a chance to un- 
burden their minds at this regular night of stand-up. 
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Dance 


OF YAKS AND WOMEN 


Loretta lurks on the cliffs and crags that line the coast of Half Moon Bay, 
gloomed over by a dim blur of fog. Loretta is a yak who, longing for a com- 
panion, discovers a fellow woolly pelt in a woman whose obsession with her 
fur coat matches her penchant for meandering over precipitous terrains in 
detour dance’s newest film, Rawhide. Now in its fifth year of presenting 
dances and films that sweetly explore the quirks and idiosyncrasies that San 
Francisco loves to callits own, detour dance’s home season at Counter- 
PULSE also features the premiere of its first evening-length work, “Fila- 
ments,’ a take on contemporary society’s relentless pursuit of attention that 
takes the vogue artist's sassiest hair toss and tries it on a flock of rabid pag- 
eant queens. Rounding out an evening of pure indulgence is Jenny McAllis- 
ter’s piece that explores the untold story of sugar-glutted Hansel and Gretel. 
detour dance presents its fifth anniversary home season at 8 p.m. 


and continues through Oct. 5 at CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St., S.F. 


Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement,387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy for a Spinal Cause: Lance Hansen medical 
benefit featuring comedians Kaseem Bentley, 
Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, Juan Medina, Kevin 
Munroe, Jules Posner, Reggie Steele, and Dan St. 
Paul. Wed., Oct. 1, 7 p.m., $20-$25, facebook.com/ 
comedyforaspinalcause. The Barrel House, 80 
Tehama, barrelhouse.tumbir.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom,861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 


$4 Tickets are $20-$30; visit detourdance.com. Irene Hsiao 


8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore,567-5589. 

Cynic Cave: Ben Kronberg headlines two shows with 
Jules Posner, Kevin O'Shea, George Chen, and 
guests. Sat., Oct. 4, 8 & 10 p.m., $12. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo. 
com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter,un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly 
open mic means that you, too, can share the same 
stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 
7 p.m., free. Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus,649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 


SS We hear what you’re saying. 
We offer more options to fit your budget. 


Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St.,954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Funny Fun at Club 21: With headliner Chris Riggins 
and host Dan Mires. Thu., Oct. 2, 8 p.m., $10, 
mireslikefires.com. Club 21, 2111 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-268-9425, club2loakland.com. 

Get Yucked Up: David Gborie and Andrew Holmgren 
host stand-up by Keith D’souza, Jesse Hett, Luke 
Lockfeld, Johan Miranda, and headliner Jules Posner. 
Sat., Oct. 4, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/GetYu- 
ckedUp. Dolores Corner, 1600 Dolores,695-1745, 
dolorescorner.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight,387-6455, milksf.com. 

Give Me Fiction: Music: Thematic humor and stories 
by David Cairns, George Chen, Alitzah Oros, DJ 
Real, Molly Sanchez, and Irene Tu, plus actual 
music by Foxtails Brigade’s Laura Weinbach. Sun., 
Oct. 5, 8 p.m., $10, facebook.com/givemefiction. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia,643-3373, 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Harvey’s Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. Tues- 
days, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro,431-4278, 
harveyssf.com. 

H#Hashtag: Food carts and free comedy with hosts 
Andrew Holmgren and Justin Gomes. Fridays, 9 
p.m., free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 tith St.,so- 
mastreatfoodpark.com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 
truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom,861-3663, brainwash.com. 

lan Karmel: Oct. 1-4, $16-$22. Punch Line, 444 Bat- 
tery,397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Jo Koy: Oct. 3-5, $35-$60. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus,928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Ladies’ Wednesday Night: Host Carolé Acufia trades 
her usual flamenco routines for female comedians 
at this new bimonthly stand-up showcase. First and 
Third Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5. 
Pachamama Restaurant, 1630 Powell,646-0018, 
pachamamacenter.org. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., >> 
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free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834- 
1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedy showcase featuring Tony 
Camin, Karinda Dobbins, Marga Gomez, Trevor 
Hill, Conor Kellicutt, Steven Pearl, and Joe Tobin. 
Thu., Oct. 2, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's Lab, 124 Colum- 
bus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Live Crude Girls: Hosted by Molly Sanchez. First and 
Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Club 93, 
93 Ninth St.,621-6333. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St.,896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest ‘brings 
together some of the most pessimistic, neurotic, and 
dysfunctional individuals on the face of the planet: 
stand-up comedians.” First Monday of every month, 
8 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy.com. The Rite Spot 
Cafe, 2099 Folsom,552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, 
missionpositionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy 
show with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 
p.m., free. The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-282-1413, thenightlightoakland.com. 

Nick Offerman: Fri., Oct. 3, 8 p.m., $40-$55. Wells Fargo 
Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd, Santa 
Rosa, 707-546-3600, wwwwellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St.,693-9588. 

Open Mic & Comedy Showcase: Hosted by Kollin 
Holtz. Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th 
St.,626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live au- 
dience. Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2ist St.,mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 


HOW ARE 


Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill 
Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Point Break LIVE: Hunky-but-dumb undercover 
cop Johnny Utah tracks down a deadly crew of 
surf-happy bank robbers in this comical onstage 
recreation of the cult ‘80s action movie. First Friday 
of every month, 11 p.m. Continues through Dec. 5, 
$20-$50, pointbreaksf.com. DNA Lounge, 375 Ith 
St.,626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: With 
headliner Jill Weiner. Oct. 3-4, 7:30 p.m., (415) 921- 
2051, purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant 
& Bar, 530 Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921- 
2051, purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant 
& Bar, 530 Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, pur- 
pleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

Reggie Steele: Tue., Oct. 7, 8 p.m., $16. Punch Line, 
444 Battery,397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/ComedyRoyale. The Royale, 800 Post,441- 
4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, improvso- 
ciety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter,433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery,397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Shit Creek: Jesse Fernandez, DJ Real, and Mary Van 
Note host an evening of comedy and storytelling 
by Jane Harrison, Colin Mahan, Christie Mettel, 
and Scott Vermeire. Wed., Oct. 1, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia,643-3373, lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 


SUN 10/5 


Theater 


MOON’S LIGHT 


For the past few decades, the delightful Joan Mankin has been clowning 
around and cracking up the Bay Area. The actress, who goes by the stage name 
Queenie Moon, has performed on virtually every stage in the region — al- 
though perhaps most notably as a clown with the Picklewater Free Circus. Af- 
ter appearing with the American Conservatory Theater, the Aurora Theatre 
Company, Berkeley Rep, San Francisco Mime Troupe, and the Eureka Theatre, 
among others, she’s become somewhat of an institution herself. And witha 
résumé like that, it’s no surprise that Moon has a couple of friends in show 
business. This week, American Conservatory Theater presents The Queenie 
Moon Conspiracy Show, a variety show featuring half-a-dozen of the coun- 
try’s favorite small-stage actors in an effort to raise money for “ongoing medi- 
cal needs of [the] beloved Bay Area actress and clown.” Guest performers 
include current and former actors and clowns from Picklewater Family Circus, 
Company Cirque en Deroute, and Broadway. 

American Conservatory Theater presents The Queenie Moon Con- 
spiracy Show at 7 p.m. at A.C.T.’s Geary Theater, 415 Geary St., S.F. Tick- 
ets are $20-$150; call 749-2228 or visit act-sf.org. LIC 


by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. 
Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission,401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Talkies: Includes a screening of Angi Brzycki’s short 
stop-motion animation film Zucker Fairey, plus 
Shadow Circus Creature Theatre, DJ Real, Karen 
Penley, Land Smith-Abbinante, George Chen, 
Scott Vermeire, and more. Fri., Oct. 3, 8 p.m., $10, 
talkiesshow.tumbir.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo.com. 

Terminator Too: Judgment Play: One lucky audience 


member gets to be Arnold Schwarzenegger for a 
day in this low-budget stage comedy version of the 
1991 blockbuster film. First Friday of every month, 
7:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 5, $20-$50, 
terminatortoo.com. DNA Lounge, 375 11th St.,626- 
1409, dnalounge.com. 

Tony Camin: With John Hoogasian and Red Scott. 
Wed., Oct. 1, 8 p.m., $10-$12. Doc's Lab, 124 Colum- 
bus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. Am- 
nesia, 853 Valencia,970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Walk the Plank: Dozens of contestants fight for the 
prize in this cutthroat local comedy competition. 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Oct. 26, free, face- 
book.com/walktheplankcomedy. Neck of the Woods, 


406 Clement,387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 
Wild 94.9 Comedy Jam: Featuring Hannibal Buress, 
Corey Holcomb, Steve Trevino, Donnell Rawlings, 
Shawn Wayans, Marlon Wayans, Stroy Moyd, Dillon 
Garcia, and DeRay Davis. Sat., Oct. 4, 7 p.m., 
$20-$80.90 advance, wild949.com. Shoreline 
Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain View, 
650-967-3000, shorelineamp.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 

CALI & CO dance: you ARE HERE: Using text, projec- 
tions, and a different set of quest artists every night, 
choreographer Christine Cali and music composer 
Matt Langlois ask, ‘How do we make sense of these 
bodies gifted to us and the disappearing nature of 
our existence?,” inviting audiences to experience 
the living of live performance. Oct. 2-4, 8 p.m., 
$15-$20, calidance.info. Joe Goode Annex, 401 
Alabama,561-6565, joegoode.org. 

detour dance: Now in its fifth year of presenting 
dances and films that sweetly explore the quirks 
and idiosyncrasies that San Francisco loves to call 
its own, detour dance’s home season features the 
premiere of its first evening-length work, Filaments, 
a take on contemporary society's relentless pursuit 
of attention. Also included is detour’s newest film, 
Rawhide, about the unlikely partnership between 
a woman and a yak. Oct. 3-4, 8 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 5, 7 
p.m., $20, detourdance.com. CounterPULSE, 1310 
Mission,626-2060, counterpulse.org. 

Dimensions Dance Theater: The Rotunda Dance Series 
hosts a free lunchtime show combining elements of 
African, jazz, and hip-hop dance styles. Fri., Oct. 3, 
noon, free, dancersgroup.org/presents/rotunda. City 
Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett,554-5184, sfgov.org. 

Joanna Haigood Lunchtime Dance Installation: Zac- 
cho Dance Theatre's artistic director collaborates 
with students from the Alonzo King LINES Ballet for a 
weekly series of site-specific performances inspired 
by the installation’s U.N. Plaza setting. Starting Oct. 
2, Thursdays, noon. Continues through Oct. 30, free. 
United Nations Plaza, Market,674-9701. 

Joe Goode Performance Group: For its current home 
season, the JGPG presents encore performances 


GETTING TO TREASURE ISLAND MUSIC FESTIVAL? 
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SASSOON 


ACADEMY 


MON 10/6 


Lecture 


MAN OF THIEL 


Peter Thiel is more than just a co-founder and former CEO of PayPal. He’s 
also a billionaire libertarian, a Bilderberg member, a philanthropist, an angel 
investor, a futurist, an entrepreneur, a gay rights activist, a professor, and an 
author. He is speaking at the Jewish Community Center tonight on the topic 
of his new book. Zero to One shares lessons about problem-solving, innovat- 
ing, and the future that Thiel learned while entrepreneuring in Silicon Valley. 
Asa long-term thinker, Thiel believes that people need to look far into the fu- 
ture when considering how problems should be solved and progress should be 
made. He'll be discussing his ideas with Sarah Lacy, founder and edi- 
tor-in-chief of tech blog PandoDaily. Thiel’s new book is based on a class he re- 


MODELS WANTED 
$10 MEN’S HAIRCUT 


INTERESTED? 
CALL: 415 397 6542 
VALID: Through September 16, 2014 


SASSOON ACADEMY 
Boe SUNMMEN SWINE | 


TOTS 


SASSOON-ACADEMY.COM 


cently taught at Stanford called Startup, in which he posited the idea that 
successful startups are based around secrets. Perhaps he'll reveal the secret of 
all startup secrets at his talk, where Nepalese food will be served. 

Peter Thiel speaks at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center of San 
Francisco, 3200 California St., S.E Standard tickets are $40, premium 
tickets, which include a copy of Zero to One, are $50; visit jccsf.org. 


Emilie Mutert 


of Wonderboy (the 2008 collaboration with pup- 
peteer Basil Twist and Sleepytime Gorilla Museum 
musicians Carla Kihlstedt and Matthias Bossi) and 
29 Effeminate Gestures (Joe Goode’s seminal work 
from way back in 1987). Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 
p.m.; Sat., Oct. 4, 3 p.m. Continues through Oct. 
4, $15-$70, joegoode.org. Z Space Studio, 450 
Florida,626-0453, zspace.org. 


Lenora Lee Dance: The local Asian-American con- 


temporary dance troupe celebrates its seventh 
anniversary season with two programs spread over 
two weekends, performing both new and repertory 
works with a little help from Kei Lun Martial Arts & 
Enshin Karate, San Mateo Dojo. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues through Oct. 
5, $12-$50, lenoraleedance.com. Dance Mission 
Theater, 3316 24th St.,273-4633, dancemission.com. 


The San Francisco Aerial Dance Festival: Zaccho 


Dance Theatre and other likeminded flying choreog- 
raphers (including Bandaloop, Karl Gillick, Shannon 
Gray, Flyaway Productions’ Jo Kreiter, and Sandia 
Langlois) present the city’s first festival dedicated 
to aerial dance, starting with a series of workshops 
in the first half of the week and concluding with daily 
performances from Thursday, Oct. 9, to Sunday, Oct. 
12. Oct. 5-12, workshops $28-$100, performances 
$15-$25, zaccho.org/ADF.html. Zaccho Dance The- 
atre, 1777 Yosemite,822-3744, zaccho.org. 

Smuin Ballet: Untamed: Expect less flowing serenity 
and more tricky, contemporary movement when 


MON 10/6 


Lecture 


Smuin Ballet performs Garrett Ammon’s completely 
reimagined version of George Balanchine's ethere- 
ally iconic Serenade, plus two additional works by 
in-house choreographers Michael Smuin and Amy 
Seiwert. Oct. 3-4, 8 p.m.; Oct. 4-5, 2 p.m.; Oct. 9-11, 
8 p.m., $24-$67, smuinballet.org/untamed. Palace of 
Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon,56/7-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Vessels for Improvisation 2014: Music/movement 
collaborations between avant-garde jazz veterans 
Rova Saxophone Quartet and physical theater/ 
dance company inkBoat aboard the ferryboat 
Eureka. Sat., Oct. 4, 6-8 p.m., $12-$20, inkboat. 
com/vessels-improvisation. Hyde Street Pier, 
Hyde,556-3002, nps.gov. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City Club, 
2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berkeley- 
historichotel.com. 

Alternative Press Expo 2014: The city’s biggest 
alt-comix convention moves to a new venue for a 
weekend of indie publishing presentations, panel 
discussions, and (of course) dozens of vendors. 
Sat., Oct. 4, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 5, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m., $10-$20, comic-con.org/ape. Fort Mason, Fort 
Mason,345-7500, fortmason.org. 

Bazaar Writers Salon: Peter Kline hosts Kim Addonizio 
as she reads from her new story collection, The >> 


TENNESSEE’S HISTORY 


Lovers of John Lahr, senior drama critic of The New Yorker, were justly en- 
thralled by “The Lady and Tennessee,” a feature about the command held 
over Tennessee Williams’ estate by longtime friend Lady Maria St. Just. 
With an elegance of language that could rival Williams’ own, Lahr painted 
the petite powerhouse as a model for Maggie in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and as 
the embodiment of Williams’ pretentious, overbearing mother. Lahr’s pro- 
file earned him gratitude from Williams’ authorized biographer Lyle Le- 
verich, as well as boxes of material upon Leverich’s death. Tennessee 
Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh is not the second volume Leverich 
hoped Lahr would write; it is the biography the rest of us always hoped for. 
Admirers of Lahr’s Prick Up Your Ears — about the needlessly short life of 
Joe Orton — know that Lahr’s passion lies with the plays; the lives of his 
subjects, even sympathetic, cinematic ones like Williams’ or Orton’s, are 
second to their art. Fortunately, Lahr seems to be one of the few critics in 
the world who holds himself to an equally high standard. 

John Lahr appears at 12:30 p.m. at Mechanics Institute Library, 57 
Post St., S.F. Tickets are $15; call 393-0101 or visit milibrary.org. Lahr also 
appears at 7 p.m. at American Conservatory Theater, 415 Geary St., S.F 
Tickets are free with RSVP; call 749-2228 or visit act-sf.org. Silke Tudor 
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SFJIAZZ 
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Corner of Franklin & Fell ° Box Office Open Tue 


THU SUN 


Soul Dance 


JOSHUA REDMAN TRIO 10/02-05 


m. Every time you hear 
him he’s at a higher level.” 


—THE NEW YORK TIMES 


SFJAZZ Resident Artistic Director 


ZAKIR HUSSAIN 


Classical Indian Music THU 


w/KUMARESH RAJAGOPALAN 10|09 
& JAYANTHI KUMARESH 

Sangam 

w/CHARLES LLOYD 
& ERIC HARLAND 


Tribute to Armando Peraza SUN 


w/MICKEY HART 10|12 
& JOHN SANTOS 


FRI SAT 


10/10-11 


THU SUN 


10|23-26 


Music of Joe Henderson 


SFJAZZ COLLECTIVE 


David Sanchez tenor saxophone 
Matt Penman bass 

Warren Wolf vibraphone 
Edward Simon piano 


Robin Eubanks trombone 
Miguel Zenon alto saxophone 
Avishai Cohen trumpet 

Obed Calvaire drums 
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10/05 > CALDER STRING QUARTET wits IVA BITTOVA 10/16-17 > FREDERICKS BROWN 
10/26 > ROBERTO FONSECA 10/30-11/02 > DIEGO EL CIGALA 11/13-11/16 > DORADO 
SCHMITT 11/28-29 > BELA FLECK & ABIGAIL WASHBURN AND MANY MORE 
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TUE10/7 


Literature 


FANTASY V. REALITY 


A producer for This American Life for six years, Diane Cook knows how to shape 
a story. Her debut collection of shorts, Man V. Nature, contains stories that ex- 
amine the primal nature of human beings, with unknowns that never become 
known, and in which the unlikely continues to happen (for example: Mysterious 
clothing keeps showing up in one womans dryer). Fairy tales and allegories 
abound, but the collection mocks any hard boundary between fantasy and real- 
ity. In a recent interview with The Fanzine, Cook said: “I would hope the reader 
would also be wary of thinking these worlds in the stories aren't real, aren't our 
world. I recognize that these worlds will seem strange and impossible, but to 
me, the essence of our world is in there. It’s a slightly exaggerated reality. Men 
don't steal babies from yards, but, well, sometimes they do.” 

Diane Cook starts at 7:30 p.m at The Booksmith, 1644 Haight St., 
S.F. Free; call 863-8688 or visit booksmith.com. Evan Karp 


Palace of Illusions, plus readings by fiction writer 
Alvin Lu and poet Solmaz Sharif. Sun., Oct. 5, 6 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/BazaarWritersSalon. Bazaar 
Cafe, 5927 California,831-5620, bazaarcafe.com. 

Ben Lerner: The Believer's Dominic Luxford joins the 
author at this book release celebration for Lerner’s 
new novel, 10:04, at Green Apple's new Ninth Avenue 
outpost. Thu., Oct. 2, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple Books 
onthe Park, 1231 Ninth Ave.,greenapplebooks.com. 

Brent Calderwood: Reading from his debut poetry 
collection, The God of Longing, with guest Kevin 
Killian. Wed., Oct. 1, 7:30 p.m., free. Books Inc./ 
Castro, 2275 Market,864-6777, booksinc.net. 

Derek McCulloch: The Eisner-nominated graphic nov- 
elist shares his newest book, Displaced Persons, a 
time-jumping tale set in San Francisco and featuring 
artwork by Anthony Peruzzo. Thu., Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Books Inc./Castro, 2275 Market,864-6777, 
booksinc.net. 

Diane di Prima: The legendary local writer reads 
from her upcoming collection, The Poetry Deal, 
which is the latest addition to City Lights’ San 
Francisco Poet Laureate Series. Tue., Oct. 7, 6:30 
p.m., free. Main Library, Koret Auditorium, 100 
Larkin,557-4595, sfpl.org. 

Fireside: There's a First Time for Everything: A 
night of true stories by Tom Price, Emily Epstein 
White, Brianna Wolfson, and more. Wed., Oct. 1, 8 
p.m., $10, firesidestorytelling.com. Jellyfish Gallery, 
1286 Folsom. 

Greek-American Writers Night: Aegean Sea to 
Oakland: Alexandra Kostoulas and Nick Mamatas 
host readings by Katie Aliferis, Lydia Athanaso- 
poulou, Annamarie Buonocore, Michael Kazepis, 
Martha Klironomos, Apollo Papafrangou, and Irene 
Pozoukidis. Sat., Oct. 4, 6 p.m., $5. The Emerald 
Tablet, 80 Fresno,500-2323, emtab.org. 

John Lahr: The senior drama critic for The New 
Yorker shares his appropriately lusty biography of 
a legendary playwright, Tennessee Williams: Mad 
Pilgrimage of the Flesh. Lahr also joins the American 
Conservatory Theater's Carey Perloff later in the 
evening for a free discussion at A.C.T.’s Geary Theater 
downtown. Mon., Oct. 6, 12:30 p.m., $15. Mechanics’ 
Institute Library, 57 Post,393-0100, milibrary.org. 

Joseph O'Neill: After winning the PEN/Faulkner Award 
for Fiction for his previous novel, Netherland, the 
Irish-born writer returns to San Francisco with his 
new book, The Dog. Thu., Oct. 2, 7 p.m., free. Books 
Inc./Marina, 2251 Chestnut,931-3633, booksinc.net. 

Lauren Oliver: The author of the bestselling Delirium 
trilogy trades YA dystopia for adult ghosts in her 
latest novel, Rooms. Thu., Oct. 2, 12:30 p.m., free. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42,835-1020, 
bookpassage.com. 

Liz Prince: Gender stereotypes get a comic come- 
uppance in the author/artist's Tomboy: A Graphic 
Memorr. Fri., Oct. 3, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple Books, 
506 Clement,387-2272, greenapplebooks.com. 

Poetic Tuesday: End-of-summer lunchtime poetry 
readings in Jessie Square by Adrian Arias, Rach- 
elle Linda Escamilla, Kristin Hatch, and Joseph 
Lease. Tue., Oct. 7, 12:30 p.m., free. Yerba Buena 
Gardens, Fourth St. & Mission,284-9589, yerba- 
buenagardens.com. 

Poetry Unbound: Harold Adler celebration with fea- 
tured readers Kelly Cressio-Moeller, Connie Post, 
and Al Young. Sun., Oct. 5, 5 p.m., $10 suggested 
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donation. The Art House Gallery, 2905 Shattuck 
Ave., Berkeley, 510-482-3336, berkeleyarthouse. 
wordpress.com. 

Shipwreck: Cameron Dunkley, Shannon O'Malley, 
Alitzah Oros, Molly Jane Rosen, Maggie Tokuda-Hall, 
and Keith Wilson get their erotic fanfic engines 
revved up as they transform Stephen King's Chris- 
tine into a horrifically hilarious sex romp. Thu., Oct. 
2,7 p.m., $10 (includes drinks). The Booksmith, 1644 
Haight,863-8688, booksmith.com. 

Stephin Merritt: The Magnetic Fields songwriter joins 
Aidin Vaziri to discuss his new Scrabble-inspired 
book of playful poems, 101 Two-Letter Words, fol- 
lowed by a few tunes. Tue., Oct. 7, 7 p.m., $25-$35. 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 
California,292-1200, jccsf.org. 

T.E.L.L. Hour: With Spy Emerson, Kevin Munroe, Jessie 
Roadkill, Linda Robertson, Dr. Hal Robins, and Deb- 
orah S. Steinberg. Sat., Oct. 4, 6 p.m. Amnesia, 853 
Valencia,970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. Thurs- 
days, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Building 
C, Fort Mason Center,771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 


THEATER 


An Audience with Meow Meow: Berkeley Rep launches 
into its 47th season with the world premiere of a new 
musical starring comic cabaret uber-diva Melissa 
Madden Gray, aka Meow Meow, with music super- 
vised by Lance Horne and choreography by Tiger 
Martina. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 
19, $29-$89. Berkeley Repertory's Roda Stage, 2025 
Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 

Bad Jews: Bay Area premiere of Joshua Harmon's 
biting family comedy about the battle between 
a more-Jewish-than-you young woman and her 
shiksa-loving cousin. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Oct. 5. Magic Theatre, Fort Mason, Bldg. D, 
Marina & Buchanan,441-8822, magictheatre.org. 

The Barbary Coast Revue: Historical song-and- 
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dance cavalcade written and directed by Blake 
Wiers. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Nov. 
29, $28, barbarycoastrevue.com. Sub-Mission Art 
Space (Balazo 18 Gallery), 2183 Mission,255-7227, 
sf-submission.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green,421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Cheesecake and Demerol: In this autobiographical 
solo show, octogenarian Gene Gore recounts 
growing up in the Great Depression in the South, 
where she pursued dreams of a career in medicine. 
She eventually worked on the front lines during the 
first AIDS outbreak against heavy odds: restrictive 
norms about femininity, an unsupportive husband, 
five children, and, oh yeah, breast cancer. Sundays, 
3 p.m. Continues through Oct. 19, $15. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia,stagewerx.org. 

Cock: Originally staged in London and here making 
its West Coast debut, Michael Bartlett's minimalist 
drama examines the uncertainty surrounding 
modern sexual identities, as seen through the 
eyes of a gay man who falls in love with a woman. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Oct. 12, $25-$45. New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness,861-8972, nctcsf.org. 

Cops and Robbers: The uneasy state of affairs between 
the police and the black community drives this solo 
show by rapper-turned-lawman Jinho “The Piper” 
Ferreira. Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Oct. 
19. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 

Die, Mommie, Die!: Murder schemes, dreams of 
revenge, and men in drag are the order of the day 
as J. Conrad Frank (aka Katya Smirnoff-Skyy) steps 
into the high heels of Charles Busch in this kitschy 
satire of Hollywood's ‘‘Grande Dame Guignol” films. 
Starting Oct. 5, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Nov. 2, $25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, 25 Van Ness,861-8972, nctcsf.org. 

Drowning Kate / Un-Hinged: A Silent Opera: Wily West 
closes out its 2014 season with two world premieres 
— Morgan Ludlow's Drowning Kate and Krista Knight's 
Un-Hinged-— staged on alternating days. Starting Oct. 
2, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Oct. 25, $14-$35, wilywestproductions.com. Exit 
Theatre, 156 Eddy,673-384/, theexit.org. 

Each and Every Thing: Award-winning performer Dan 
Hoyle presents his new solo show, a “search for 
connection in the digital age” directed by Charlie 
Varon. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 
p.m. Continues through Oct. 4, $20-$50, danhoyle. 
com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia,826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Great Tragedies: Last seen in the now notori- 
ous The Agony and Ecstasy of Steve Jobs, Mike 
Daisey returns with four monologues — written 
specifically for Cal Shakes and each performed on 
its own night — about the Shakespeare tragedies 
Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Macbeth, and King 


THE PALACE OF ILLUSIONS 


Kim Addonizio has long been a darling of poetry and fiction fans alike. Her 
poetry has been awarded the Pushcart Prize and nominated for the National 
Book Award (Tell Me), and she’s a winner of the Mississippi Review Fiction 
Prize (as well as two National Endowment for the Arts fellowships and a Gug- 
genheim). Her writing is filled with desire and the difficulties we face to obtain 
it, or sustain it, and, in some cases, how we are able to continue without it. Yet 
the very real longing of her characters — to connect, to love, to understand 
themselves — while so clearly universal, is at turns touching, surprising, and 
even humorous, and always, on some level, revelatory. A popular private 
workshop instructor, Addonizio gives readings that are dynamic (she plays 
blues harmonica and likes to bring it out on occasion), and this launch for The 
Palace of Illusions, her new collection of stories, should be no exception. 

Kim Addonizio starts at 7:30 p.m at The Booksmith, 1644 Haight St., 
S.E. Free; call 863-8688 or visit booksmith.com. EK 
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Lear. Under the direction of his wife and frequent 
artistic collaborator, Jean-Michelle Gregory, Daisey 
explores the continuing resonances of these four 
masterpieces with his signature wit and flair. 
Starting Oct. 2, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Oct. 12, $40-$45. Bruns Amphitheater, 
100 California Shakespeare Theater Way, Orinda, 
510-809-3290, calshakes.org. 

| Am the Gentry: Cara Gabriel comes to realize the 
truth about her role in her Washington, D.C., neigh- 
borhood's changing face in this timely solo show 
about gentrification. Oct. 3-4, 8 p.m., $10-$20. Exit 
Theatre, 156 Eddy,673-3847, theexit.org. 

Ideation: This thriller was so successful last year as 
part of the company’s low-budget Sandbox Series 
that S.F. Playhouse is reprising it, with the same cast 
and director, for the main stage. Aaron Loeb's taut 
play, which won the prestigious Will Glickman Award 
for best play to premiere in the Bay Area in 2013, 
follows consultants so morally blindsided that they 
have lost the capacity to tell whether what they're 
doing is right — or even say who they're working 
for. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 8, 
$20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post,677- 
9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five: The 
time-jumping satirical science fiction novel be- 
comes a multimedia stage play, here based on Eric 
Simonson’'s 1996 adaptation and directed by Custom 
Made's Brian Katz. Thursdays-Sundays, $20-$50. The 
Custom Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough,798-2682, 
custommade.org. 

The Late Wedding: Crowded Fire Theater channels the 
spirit of Italian fabulist Italo Calvino in this world 
premiere, the latest theatrical experiment from 
Glickman Award-winning playwright Christopher 


Chen (The Hundred Flowers Project). Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Oct. 11, 
$15-$35, crowdedfire.org. The Thick House, 1695 
18th St.,401-8081, thickhouse.org. 

Love Junkies: The Musical: It only takes two to 
tango, but the dance of love is a bit trickier in 
this new original musical written and directed by 
Tiziana Perinotti. Oct. 3-5, 8 p.m., $45, lovejunk- 
iesthemusical.com. A.C.T. Costume Shop Theater, 
1117 Market,749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez brings her multi-character 
solo show about life and love in 1970s Greenwich 
Village back to Berkeley for an encore run. Fridays, 
8 p.m.; Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through Oct. 
18, $20-$100. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, 
Berkeley, 510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia,826-5750, themarsh.org. 

The New Electric Ballroom: The missed romantic 
opportunities of youth exert a warped form of 
nostalgia upon aging, embittered sisters in this 
drama from acclaimed Irish playwright Enda Walsh. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 5, 
$3-$35. Shotgun Players, 1901 Ashby, Berkeley, 
510-841-6500, shotgunplayers.org. 

New Threads Reading Series: Free weekly staged 
readings of plays with Middle Eastern themes — in- 
cluding works by Hassan Abdulrazzak, Ismail Khalidi, 
Daria Polatin, and Torange Yeghiazarian — presented 
by Golden Thread Productions. Mondays, 7 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Oct. 27, free, goldenthread.org. The 
Thick House, 1695 18th St.,401-8081, thickhouse.org. 

Noises Off: Revival of Michael Frayn’s behind-the- 
stage-curtain theatrical farce. Thursdays-Saturdays, 


8 p.m. Continues through Oct. 25, $38. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Old Hats: Foo! Moon's Bill Irwin and David Shiner 
bring their latest collection of clownish sketches 
to S.F. for its West Coast debut, which features 
original music written and performed by Shaina 
Taub. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 12, 
$20-$120. American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 
415 Geary,/49-2228, act-sf.org. 

Pippin: Bob Fosse’s 1970s Broadway hit featuring 
music by Stephen Schwartz (Godspell, Wicked) 
has been revived for a new tour with a new look by 
director Diane Paulus. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Oct. 19, $45-$210, pippinthemusical.com. 
Golden Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor,551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Queenie Moon Conspiracy Show: One-night- 
only variety show fundraiser for Joan Mankin (aka 
Queenie Moon) featuring Bill Irwin, Geoff Hoyle, 
Marga Gomez, Lorenzo Pisoni, and more. Sun., Oct. 
5, 7 p.m., $20-$150. American Conservatory Theater 
(A.C.T.), 415 Geary,749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Ransom, Texas: A father and son fight each other for 


control of the family business in the world premiere 
of William Bivins’ two-person drama, the 2010 
workshop version of which won the Hyperion Project 
Original Play Competition. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through Oct. 18, $10-$30, virag- 
otheatre.org. Tides Theatre, 533 Sutter,399-1322, 
tidestheatre.org. 

Semi-Famous: Hollywood Hell Tales from the Middle: 
This all-new solo show written, performed, and di- 
rected by Don Reed takes you to the less-than-glam- 
orous backstages of La La Land. Saturdays, 8:30 
p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Oct. 12, $20- 
$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia,826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. 
Neo-Futurists attempt to perform 30 short plays 
... in random order ... in a mere 60 minutes ... 
with a ticking timeclock to keep them honest. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists. 
com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma,776-1747, 
boxcartheatre.org. 


THE YERBA BUENA COMMUNITY BENEFIT DISTRICT PRESENTS 


Wavy Gravy’s Hippy Icon, Flower Geezer, and Temple 
of Accumulated Error: The clown prince of the ‘60s 
looks back on his atypical past in this short run of 
solo stage shows. Saturdays, 5 p.m.; Sundays, 2 
p.m. Continues through Oct. 5, $15-$50. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
themarsh.org. 

Yeast Nation (the triumph of life): After this summer's 
Triassic Parg, about gender-transitioning dinosaurs, 
it would be hard to imagine the 14-year-old Ray of 
Light theater company getting any sillier, but this 
new musical, about single-celled fungi, certainly 
isn't bringing the season any gravitas. (There's 
a rhyming lyric about cilia that alone is worth 
admission.) The show's New York-based writers, 
Mark Hollmann and Greg Kotis, are the team be- 
hind Urinetown, so the fact that this community 
theater won Yeast Nation's West Coast premiere 
is a musical-worthy story itself. Starting Oct. 3, 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 1, 
$25-$36, rayoflighttheatre.com. Victoria Theatre, 
2961 16th St.,863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 


The Week in Cheap 


By Johnny Funcheap 


BONFIRE SESSIONS 


Although the evening may end up featuring dinky fire pits instead of a true 
bonfire, a free concert from fuzzy lo-fi band Best Coast is a treat. Other 
treats include free “frosty beverages” and (hopefully) free backpacks flung 
into the crowd from sponsor Jansport. 

Saturday, Oct. 4, 5-11 p.m. at SoMa StrEat Food Park, 428 11th St., 
S.F. Free but RSVP required; visit jansportbonfiresessions.noisey.com. 


OCTOBER FIREWORKS 


Fog probably obscured your view of this year’s Independence Day fireworks. 
S.E. makes up for it by celebrating the city’s typically awesome fall weather 
by blasting fireworks over the waterfront every Saturday in October. 

Saturdays, Oct. 4-25, 8:30 p.m. at Pier 39, S.F. Free; visit pier39.com/ 
home/events/fireworks. 


BAY AREA CIRCUS ARTS FESTIVAL 


Hundreds of aerialists, unicyclists, jugglers, and acrobats come together to 
share their circus skills with you. Learn new tricks, like how to walk a tight- 
rope or crack a whip like Indiana Jones, or let the pros do their thing and 
watch a Saturday night showcase ($15) of the festival’s best. 

Oct. 3-5 at Alameda High School, Oak Street and Alameda Avenue, 
Alameda. All workshops are free; visit bacafest.com. 


EARTH WALL 


Get a first look at Andy Goldsworthy’s latest nature-inspired art installation 
during the Presidio Officers’ Club reopening celebration. Tucked in the 
courtyard of a building dating back to 1776 is Earth Wall — a vertical slab of 
dirt from which emerges a beautiful sphere of eucalyptus branches. 

Begins Oct. 4 at 10 a.m. and continues through Oct. 5 at Presidio 
Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Ave., S.F. Free; visit www.presidioofficersclub. 
com/opening-weekend. 


Visit Funcheap.com for a hand-picked list of more fun, free, and 
cheap things to do in S.F. 
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~ BUENANIGHT 


A FREE FESTIVAL OF LIVE MUSIC, DANCE, 
ART, AND PERFORMANCE UNDER THE STARS 
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#YERBABUENANIGHT 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2014 
8: 
a 


4:00-7:00PM 


Yerba Buena Alliance Art Walk 


6:00-10:00PM 


Yerba Buena Night kicks off with live performances in Jessie Square, 
Yerba Buena Lane, Annie Street Plaza & Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 
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Escape Plans 





Ai Weiwei transforms the world’s most famous prison into the world's 
most beautiful middle finger to oppressive governments. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


During its most active years 
as a federal prison, Alcatraz was a 
place that prisoners feared. They 
feared other prisoners and their 
makeshift knives. They feared guards 
who resorted to violence as a 
punishment tool. And they feared the 
prison’s isolation — the tiny cells, the 
cold corridors, and the years when 
officials forbade all inmates from 
uttering a single word. Some inmates 
went mad. The tourists who flock to 
Alcatraz see these conditions as 
ancient history, repackaged in audio 
recordings and public displays that 
are both informative and highly 
entertaining. 

But these conditions aren't an- 
cient history, says Ai Weiwei, the 
Chinese dissident artist who’s been 
given unprecedented access to Al- 
catraz and has turned the island’s 
rusting cells and meeting halls into 
a human-rights museum. Right 
now, shouts the artwork in “@Large: 
Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz,’ prisoners 
around the world are being subject- 
ed to Alcatraz-like conditions just 
for voicing political ideas that their 
governments deemed offensive. The 
scores of faces that Ai has assem- 
bled from Lego pieces — put on the 
cement floor of the same building 
where Alcatraz prisoners once did 
laundry under the supervision of 
gun-toting guards — are the faces 
of people who are currently behind 
bars, were once behind bars, or 
might soon be behind bars. These 
prisoners of conscience include 
names that are easily recognizable, 
including Nelson Mandela and 
Edward Snowden, and names that 
should be more recognizable, like 
Andrei Barabanov, an artist incar- 
cerated in Russia for protesting 
Vladamir Putin’s policies; Lolo, a 
Tibetan singer who Chinese author- 
ities arrested last year for recording 
an album of songs favoring Tibetan 
independence; and Agnes Uwimana 
Nkusi, a Rwandan journalist jailed 
by her government for four years 
after publishing articles critical of 
Rwandan president Paul Kagame. 

More than 170 faces stare out 
from a floor almost as big as a foot- 
ball field. Like the AIDS Memorial 
Quilt that has humanized a pan- 
demic for almost 30 years, Ai’s Lego 
faces are a jolting reminder of lives 
torn asunder. 
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He could have put his own face 
there. In 2011, Chinese police jailed 
Ai for almost three months as they 
investigated him for “suspicion of 
economic crimes” — actions taken 
after Ai, against the Chinese govern- 
ment’s wishes, published the names 
of thousands of people killed in a 
major 2008 earthquake in China’s 
southwest province. The published 
names were based on a series of in- 
vestigations that Ai undertook with 
other volunteers. Now, because he 
has publicly criticized China’s gov- 
ernment for years, authorities have 
confiscated his passport so he can’t 
leave the country. 

To orchestrate “@Large,” Ai 
worked from his Beijing studio with 
the FOR-SITE Foundation, a San 
Francisco organization that arranged 
for the Alcatraz exhibit’s seven 
installations. Ai, who lived in the 
United States from 1981 to 1993 af- 
ter coming here to study art at New 
York’s Parsons School of Design, 
has never visited Alcatraz, though 
after researching its history — and 
discovering it was the site of Native 
American protests in the 1960s and 
early 1970s — was even more in- 
spired to create his series of new art- 
works, which range from the overtly 
political to the beautifully symbolic. 

In a large hall that connects to the 
one housing the Lego faces, Ai has 
placed an enormous Chinese drag- 
on — the kind that is usually seen 
leading Chinese New Year parades 
amid loud drumming and cheering. 
In this hall, though, there is silence. 
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Nathaniel Y. Downes 


Trace was created using legos 
and portrays current politcal 
prisoners. 


And the dragon’s tail is made of 
small kites inscribed with messages 
about freedom, as in the quote — 
taken from an extensive interview 
Edward Snowden did with a London 
paper earlier this year from Russia 
— “privacy is a function of liberty.” 
Surrounding the dragon, hanging 

in the air, are winged kites whose 
intricate patterns are modeled after 
birds and plant life. The kites’ eyes 
look down at visitors as if in a state 
of limbo. They have the means to fly 
but cannot. They show signs of life 
but cannot move. 

“The purpose of art is the fight 
for freedom,’ Ai writes in the ac- 
companying exhibit catalog, where 
he says he wants visitors to “@ 
Large” to be “conscious of artists’ 
efforts to protect freedom of speech 
and expression.” 

This consciousness-raising is 
repeated throughout “@Large,” 
where the biggest work is a metal 
wing that weighs more than 10,000 
pounds. The wing’s feathers are 
made of panels from Tibet that 
were originally solar cookers. For six 
decades, despite international con- 
demnation, China has claimed Tibet 
as its territory, and has resorted to 
violence and population control to 
enforce its claims. Visitors to Alca- 
traz’s New Industries Building have 
to view the metal wing from the 
building’s former gun gallery — a 
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vantage point from above that em- 
phasizes distance and dissonance. 
The gallery’s small windows, from 
which Alcatraz guards could fire 
their weapons, are cracked and 
frayed from time. 

Visitors to Alcatraz aren’t nor- 
mally let in to the New Industries 
Building, which now contains Ai’s 
metal wing, dragon and kites, and 
Lego faces. Nor are visitors ordi- 
narily allowed into Alcatraz’s former 
hospital wing and psychiatric obser- 
vation rooms, where Ai’s porcelain 
flower sculptures now occupy the 
rooms’ sinks, toilets, and bathtubs. 
Ai has also produced audio of Tibet- 
an Buddhist and Native American 
chants that resonate from two 
chambers there. The hospital wing 
and psychiatric observation rooms 
are above the cells that housed 
inmates. In a row of cell blocks, he 
has arranged audio recordings that 
— like the Tibetan Buddhist and Na- 
tive American chants — transform 
Alcatraz’s once-isolating spaces into 
places of protest, remembrance, and 
worship. Fela Kuti, the great Nige- 
rian Afrobeat saxophonist who was 
repeatedly jailed by his government, 
is among the voices that sing out 
from the cells. Others include the 
Sudanese poet Mahjoub Sharif; the 
Russian band Pussy Riot; Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr.; Lolo from Tibet; and 
Victor Jara, the Chilean singer and 
poet who the Chilean government 
tortured and killed after the 1973 
U.S.-backed coup that deposed Sal- 
vador Allende. In Alcatraz’s dining 
hall, visitors can send post cards to 
political prisoners featured in “@ 
Large” who are still alive. 

The idea for the project originated 
with Cheryl Haines, the owner of 
San Francisco’s Haines Gallery and 
the FOR-SITE Foundation’s founding 
executive director, who is a longtime 
champion of Ai’s art. The National 
Park Service and the Golden Gate 
National Parks Conservancy quickly 
supported the idea. Ai is arguably the 
most important political artist work- 
ing today. With him, imprisonment 
and human rights aren't academic 
subjects. Chinese police have physi- 
cally abused Ai in detention. China’s 
government demolished his Shang- 
hai studio. And yet every action Chi- 
na takes against Ai contributes to his 
international reputation. “@Large,” 
which opened Sept. 27, brings Ai’s 
work to an audience far beyond mu- 
seums and galleries. Ai’s Alcatraz in- 
stallations reframe the island’s past 
in profound and moving ways. It’s as 
if Alcatraz had always been waiting 
for him. Waiting for him to tell a 
bigger story that connects the island 
to global themes. Waiting for him to 
turn Alcatraz into what it could be 
all along. 


“@Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz” 
Through April 26, 2015, on Alcatraz 
Island. $18.25-$30; 981-7625 or 
aiweiweialcatraz.org 


Dissenting 
Voices 


Ai Weiwei brings out 
the quiet patriotism of 
the parks. 


The words of dissidents, 
political prisoners, and free 
speech advocates are everywhere 
in “@Large,” a multi-work exhibi- 
tion by renowned Chinese artist 
Ai Weiwei now open on Alcatraz 
Island — embossed on kites, rep- 
resented in LEGO portraits, and 
echoing from speakers hidden be- 
hind jail cell vents. 

The strident voices of indi- 
viduals like Edward Snowden 
(his statement “privacy is a 
function of liberty,” is central 
in one of Ai’s works, With Wind) 
are unexpected yet welcome in 
an exhibition, staged in a na- 
tional park, that was approved 
by the State Department. 

But after all, this is America, 
and although Snowden may be a 
political exile, we still enjoy the 
right to invoke his words — and 
that’s the side of America the 
National Park Service wants to 
show its visitors. 

“We believe it is more import- 
ant than ever to redefine our role 
in America as a place where vis- 
itors can examine and question 
the decisions of America’s past, 
the formation of our present na- 
tional identity and environment, 
and the opportunities to shape 
our country’s future so that we 
begin to develop global citizens,” 
said Michele Gee, the National 
Park Service chief of interpre- 
tation and education, before 
she led a group into the exhibit 
featuring Snowden’s words. Al- 
though Gee noted that the NPS 
is not responsible for the content 
Ai created, the political nature of 
it isn’t lost on the agency. 

“Look at the park sites. They 
are not all ones that have stories 
of honor,” Gee said. For her, 
placing Ai’s work on a govern- 
ment property invites viewers to 
“dig down into the values of the 
country.” 

Among park representatives, 
the favored value is freedom of 
speech. 

“Ai wow wow,’ breathed Greg 
Moore, president of the Golden 
Gate National Parks Conservan- 
cy, upon entering the installation 
space. He said many visitors 
come to Alcatraz for the gangster 
stories of Al Capone and other 
notorious inmates. “@Large” is a 
welcome distraction from that. 
The prison, Moore said, is “en- 
livened with art and a message 
that’s a once-in-a-lifetime experi- 
ence to see.” Kate Conger 
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Mission 
Impossible? 


By Siouxsie Q 


I remember many a night I 
stumbled down the stairs of 2519 Mis- 
sion St., the home of Mission Control, 
my knees wobbly from dancing, my 
panties bunched in my pocket. Mission 
Street was shockingly desolate at 3 a.m. 
— the freezing wind was always a harsh 
contrast to the sweaty, womb-like laby- 
rinth of debauchery I had just left. Mis- 
sion Control seemed like an endless 
maze that led to all kinds of curiosities: 
clown wrestling matches, puppet 
séances, puppy piles of naked people, a 
paddock full of zombie strippers. It truly 
seemed like a fantasy world where al- 
most anything could happen. 

But, like so much else in the 
Mission, Mission Control 
is gone, wiped out in 
December by the 
evictions that have 
become ubigq- 
uitous in the 
neighborhood. 

Its lease was up, 
and two multi- 
million-dollar 
complexes were 
about to become 
its neighbors. Like 
so many other San 
Francisco tenants, it Ig 
had little choice but to 

pack its bags and leave after 
more than a decade of calling Mission 
Street its home. 

Now San Francisco's notorious sex 
parties are on the road. Polly Whittak- 
er, who founded the space alongside 
artist Scott Levkoff, continues to 
carry the torch of Mission Control 
and hosts creative sex parties at secret 
locations across the Bay Area. While 
community support and member- 
ships have not wavered, attendance 
has. Whittaker admits that the tem- 
porary locations just aren’t quite the 
same, and is still searching for a forev- 
er home for Mission Control. 

As the daughter of a radical sex 
therapist and a hot air balloon enthu- 
siast, Whittaker was never destined 
for the ordinary things in life. Born 
in London, her heart most certainly 
resides in San Francisco. Her recently 
released memoir, Sex Culture Revolu- 
tionary, chronicles her adventures. 

“San Francisco has an incredibly 
rich history when it comes to sex cul- 
ture,” she says. 

Along the way, she met Levkoff, 
whose Salvador Dali mustache and 
penchant for wild, interactive art 
projects won her heart and inspired 
her to dream bigger than she ever 
had before. The pair initially con- 
ceived of Mission Control in 2001 as 
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a live/work artists’ community. But 
sex paid the rent more reliably than 
art, so they quickly switched to the 
business model of hosting creative 
sex parties every weekend. Costumes 
were required, not recommended, and 
consent was paramount. Together, 
they threw colorful sex cabarets with 
themes like “Cowboys and Unicorns” 
and “The Heavy Petting Zoo.” 

But since the eviction, things have 
changed. 

Levkoff has split from Mission 
Control. He now focuses on what he 
calls “immersive creative environ- 
ments using technology.” His upcom- 
ing project, Mr. Nobody’s Spookeasy, 
is staged in an abandoned vaudeville 
theater in Chinatown. It’s a costumed 
cocktail party, live show, dance party, 
and game all rolled into one. 

“People can even turn their phones 
into ghost-hunting tools,” Levkoff says. 

“When a ghost is near, 
the ghost’s image 
and backstory will 

show up on your 
phone. Once you 
get five ghosts, 
you get a free 
drink.” It has the 
same whimsy 
he brought to 
parties at Mis- 
sion Control, but 
without as many 
bodily fluids. 
Even in the 
city’s current cli- 
mate of evictions and 
sky-high rent, Levkoff and 
Whittaker seem steadfast in 
their commitment to creating alter- 
nate realities for San Franciscans to 
fall into for a night. 

It would be easy for these two to be 
discouraged about losing their space 
on Mission Street, and many local 
artists are anxious about losing their 
place in the city as its culture changes. 

Still, Whittaker remains optimis- 
tic. “These booms have a bust and it 
never lasts forever,’ she says. “Wheth- 
er we can survive and weather the 
storm, only time will tell...[but] I still 
believe in the San Francisco dream.” 

That dream — of fanciful sex 
parties, surreal art experiences, dun- 
geons, drag queens, parrots, and pride 
— may be in danger. What will hap- 
pen to San Francisco if the creative 
communities that have shaped it no 
longer live here? 








Sex Culture Revolutionary 
Book Launch Party 

Starts Oct.4at 9p.m. at Venue 550, 
550 15thSt., S.F. Tickets are $35; 
pollysuperstar.com. 


Mr. Nobody’s Spookeasy 

Starts Oct. 30 at 8p.m.andruns 
through Nov. 2 at The Great Star 
Theater, 636 Jackson St., S.F. 

Tickets are $49-$99; spookeasysf.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Abuse of Weakness 

Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie. 
There’s something alluring about the 
darkness. It can lead to choosing to 
date someone with a known history 
of drugging and robbing their part- 
ners, or in the case of Catherine 
Breillat’s autobiographical film, strik- 
ing up a relationship with a man fa- 
mous for being a swindler and 
confidence artist. After suffering a 
debilitating stroke that paralyzes half 
her body, filmmaker Maud (Breillat 
avatar Isabelle Huppert) becomes 
fascinated by Vilko (French rapper 
Kool Shen), who’s making the talk 
show circuit after serving time for 
bilking celebrities out of millions of 
dollars. Maud decides to cast Vilko in 
her next film, and over the extremely 
valid objections of her colleagues and 
family, she lets the wrong one in to 
her life. If darkness wasn’t attractive 
then vampires wouldn't be so popu- 
lar, and Abuse of Weakness is a vam- 
pire story with no supernatural 
elements, as Vilko uses Maud’s curi- 
osity against her and sucks her dry. 
The picture would be harrowing 
enough with just its depiction of 
Breillat’s real-life stroke, recreated in 
a fearless performance by Huppert 
that’s occasionally reminiscent of Is- 
abelle Adjani in Andrzej Zulawski’s 
Possession, but coupling it with 
Shen’s performance is what makes 
Abuse of Weakness truly horrifying. 
He creates an unrepentantly dickish, 
arrogant character without redemp- 
tion or merit ... but who’s also 
strangely, dangerously alluring. 


Sherilyn Connelly 
Art and Craft 
Not Rated. Opens Friday at Opera 
Plaza Cinema. 


Mark Landis has spent 30 years plac- 
ing more than 100 of his own forged 
artworks at 46 museums in 20 states. 
But he donated them, so technically 
it’s not fraud. Who is this guy? A diag- 
nosed schizophrenic, self-diagnosed 
philanthropy addict, and the can't- 
look-away subject of Sam Cullman 
and Jennifer Grausman’s documen- 
tary, Landis is an odd duck, all right, 
but his work — particularly, the work 
of deception — resonates. It’s not the 
money he’s in it for, it’s the getting 
away with it. The essential stuff of 
Art and Craft seems like it could be in 
a fiction film, except then it might 
seem inauthentic. “He messed with 
the wrong registrar,” says Matthew 
Leininger, a man as obsessed with 
tracking and exposing Landis as the 
forger is with putting out his fakes. 
The filmmakers set up Leininger as a 
sort of Javert to Landis’ Valjean, and 
the nemesis angle pays off fascinat- 
ingly well in a very awkward interac- 
tion between the two at an exhibit of 
Landis’ acknowledged forgeries. Art 
and Craft rightly supposes that cri- 
tique of art-establishment phoniness 
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never gets old, and it reveals how in- 
dividual mental illness can manifest 
collective anxiety about cultural ide- 
als, but mostly it’s a movie about peo- 
ple and how they see the world. 
Jonathan Kiefer 


Gone Girl 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
Marriage is a minefield in Gone Girl, 
David Fincher’s expertly executed, 
mordantly funny adaptation of Gil- 
lian Flynn’s 2012 novel, about a 
writer named Nick Dunne (Ben Af- 
fleck) whose wife Amy (Rosamund 
Pike, in a breakout performance) sud- 
denly goes missing. Its silky aesthet- 
ics and tonal score (by Trent Reznor 
and Atticus Ross) creating an overar- 
ching mood of nightmarish menace, 
the film purports for its first half to 
be a whodunit, with the awkwardly 
genial Nick as its prime suspect, espe- 
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cially as a raft of clues — and revela- 
tions about his unseemly personal 
behavior — come to light. During this 
early stretch, a compelling Affleck 
comes across as subdued and uncom- 
fortable, thereby further stoking sus- 
picions about his character’s guilt. 
However, as with its source material, 
the film, which crosscuts between the 
investigation into Amy’s apparent ab- 
duction (and murder?) with her diary 
entries about their early days to- 
gether, takes a dramatic left turn at 
its midpoint, thereby thrusting the 
action into far thornier realms. Gen- 
erating both tension and bleak humor 
from its twist and the madness that 
ensues, Gone Girl transforms into a 
hysterical examination of personal 
and cultural notions of dependency, 
desire, domination, and the roles we 
assume (and demand that others 
feign) in our quests for relationship 
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happiness. Couching its commentary 
in a propulsive pulp tale, it’s a genre 
triumph at once scary, silly, and de- 
ceptively sly. Nick Schager 


Left Behind 

Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
Coming less than a decade after the 
first film trilogy based on the infa- 
mous Christian-Rapture books, Vic 
Armstrong’s Left Behind reboot 
overtly attempts to court secular au- 
diences. The psalm remains the same: 
Millions of people vanish one day, 
and our still-there protagonists on a 
transatlantic flight include pilot Ray- 
ford (Nicolas Cage), flight attendant 
and Rayford’s would-be mistress Hat- 
tie (Nicky Whelan), and hunky jour- 
nalist Buck (Chad Michael Murray). 
Meanwhile, Rayford’s earthbound 
daughter Chloe (Cassie Thomson) 
must survive riots and looting while 
dealing with the painful knowledge 
that Rayford bought tickets to see U2 
with Hattie. The book and original 
movie landed the plane quickly and 
got on with the rise of the Antichrist 
over the next month, but Arm- 
strong’s Left Behind focuses on the 
first several hours, becoming a Snakes 
ona Plane-style thriller as Rayford at- 
tempts to land the increasingly crip- 
pled airliner. While it’s more 
entertaining than the wet noodle that 
was 2000's Left Behind, the theologi- 
cal message is now surprisingly 
downplayed: Fan favorite Pastor 
Barnes is relegated to a cameo, over- 
arching series villain Nicolae Car- 
pathia is never mentioned, anda 
passenger who suggests the missing 
people were abducted by aliens could 
have been correct without it changing 
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_ Edgar Ramirez beats up 
all the Spaniards. 





the movie too much. And, most frus- 
tratingly, we never find out if U2 got 
Raptured. Maybe in the sequel? SC 


The Liberator 
Rated R. Opens Friday at Sundance 
Kabuki Cinemas. 
Alberto Arvelo’s The Liberator is a big 
sprawling biopic about legendary rev- 
olutionary Simon Bolivar (Edgar 
Ramirez). It follows Bolivar from his 
life of wealth and comfort as a young 
man in Napoleon’s fancy-pants Paris 
to his decades-long struggle in often 
impossibly harsh conditions to free 
Latin America from colonial Spanish 
rule and to create a united South 
American nation, whether everyone 
else in South America necessarily 
wants it or not. The Liberator makes 
no attempt to avoid the well-worn cli- 
chés of its genre, instead happily wal- 
lowing in them. This includes but is 
not limited to young lovers frolicking 
in fields, to topless sex with ladies so 
that the audience doesn’t get any 
wrong ideas from the comparison to 
Alexander the Great in the opening ti- 
tles, wide helicopter shots of sunset 
vistas, more than a few inspirational 
speeches to the masses about the 
many and varied virtues of freedom, 
truly violent battles with icky gore, 
political intrigue, and some comic re- 
lief now and again. (When Bolivar 
looks like shit, you'd best believe 
someone tells him as much.) The Lib- 
erator is beautifully shot, but its real 
strength is Ramirez’s performance of 
Bolivar as a charismatic but grounded 
leader; that Ramirez is playing the 
Patrick Swayze role in the upcoming 
Point Break remake now makes even 
more sense. SC 
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20,000 Days on Earth For a self-styled goth-punk 


gargoyle, Nick Cave has aged magnificently. Now 
56, he seems like a man who might frighten young 
children, as prologue to inspiring them. In lain Forsyth 
and Jane Pollard's overdue-seeming documentary, a 
cool spellbinder that stages a day in Cave's creative 
life, he plays himself and has a writing credit, which 
means Saying things like, ‘At the end of the 20th 
century, | ceased to be a human being. That's not 
necessarily a bad thing. It’s just a thing.” Erik Wilson's 
cinematography is aptly dusky and studious, and the 
film gets a bit precious with its gloomy-daydream 
flow, but a more straightforward chronicle obviously 
would have missed its target. The main interview 
being conducted here is psychiatric: Cave sits with 
a Shrink, probing early memories of, say, dressing 
in female clothes, or hearing his father reading 
Nabokov’s Lolita aloud for the sake of language 
appreciation. There's also some telling interaction 
with Cave’s current and former fellow Bad Seeds, plus 
qualified character witnesses including Ray Winstone 
and Kylie Minogue. Most fascinating is of course 
the man himself: For all of that commanding stage 
presence, and there's a lot of it, he’s never above 
vamping unguardedly at a piano and being told his 
chord progression sounds like Lionel Richie's. At this 
movie's dark heart is the disarming self-awareness 
and intelligence with which Cave cops to raiding, 
mythologizing, and cannibalizing his memories, be 
they exquisite or banal. The mystique endures, as 
does some very practical wisdom on the matter of 


how to be an artist. (JK) 


The Boxtrolls Though it has some story issues, Graham 


Annable and Anthony Stacchi's The Boxtrolls is a 
technical marvel, a traditional stop-motion animation 
film that uses modern technology to augment the 
original craft, not replace it. In the Victorian-era 
town of Cheesebridge, young Eggs (Isaac Hempstead 
Wright) is an orphan raised by the kindly Boxtrolls, 
subterranean scavengers who wear boxes for clothes 
and speak in Minion-esque gibberish. He grows up 
believing he’s a Boxtroll (and speaking the Queen's 
English in spite of never having been immersed in 
it), only to discover that his adoptive family is the 
subject of a pogrom by the humans, particularly 
the stringy-haired Archibald (Ben Kingsley). Eggs 
is a typically bland hero, particularly compared to 
his scene-stealing new human friend Winnie (Elle 
Fanning), possibly the first non-Disney addition to the 
Spunky Redheaded Princess canon. Unfortunately, 
she’s the only female character of note, particularly 
in light of the subplot involving cabaret singer Miss 
Frou Frou, who... well, it’s the kind of thing that's a 
staple of British comedy, but still a distasteful gag 
that almost derails the film's goodwill. Other than 
that bum note, The Boxtrolls is beautiful to look at 
and frequently very witty, and it also features one of 
the few ending-credit Easter Eggs inrecent memory 
that justifies its own existence. (SC) 


Last Days in Vietnam If James Cameron ever gets 


bored of poking around the Mariana Trench or the 
Titanic, he could do worse to explore the bottom of 
the South China Sea near C6n Son Island. There, he'll 
find a peculiar memorial in the form of several sunken 
helicopters, as seen in Rory Kennedy's fascinating 
documentary Last Days in Vietnam. It's mostly 
about April 29, 1975, the date when the center could 
no longer hold and the American military presence 
had to bug out of Vietnam, along with as many South 
Vietnamese as possible. It was an evacuation that 
was long overdue, held up by both Congressional 
disinterest and the American ambassador's refusal 
to admit defeat. Through interviews with survivors 
and copious amounts of archival footage, Last 
Days in Vietnam tells the story surrounding that 
famous image referred to as ‘The Last Helicopter 
Out of Saigon” (it actually wasn't), focusing on the 
soldiers who took matters into their own hands, 
saving tens of thousands of civilians in the process. 
But the most stirring image may be that of several 
different helicopters landing on the USS Kirk and 
other vessels, then being pushed over the side 
(after the people disembarked) to make room for the 
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next refugee-filled chopper. And those abandoned 
helicopters are still down there, waiting. (SC) 

Starred Up It both helps and hurts that British film- 
maker David Mackenzie's riveting prison drama 
was written by Jonathan Asser, a prison therapist. 
On the one hand, the story feels directly spun from 
the experience of someone who knows what it’s 
like on the inside, and why. On the other hand, that 
knowledge alone does not complete the skill set of 
a dramatist. The raw material of Starred Up is brutal, 
enraging, heartbreaking, and agilely managed by 
Mackenzie, but the movie can't seem to help lapsing 
into contrivance, cliché, and awkward melodrama. 
In an outstanding star turn likely to be discussed for 
years, Jack O'Connell plays a horrendously violent 
19-year-old newly transferred to the adult prison 
where his steely father, played by Ben Mendelsohn, 
also is an inmate. Inhumanity ensues, with cycles of 
violence both generational and institutional. If we're 
discussing bad apples and the trees they fall from, 
Asser's script seems to say, let's talk about a so-called 
corrections system run by sadists. Better to talk, 
anyway, than to go on perpetuating and glorifying 
aggression. Asser’s proxy of sorts is a group anger 
management therapist played by Rupert Friend, in 
another of this film's several great performances. 
Mackenzie supports his screenwriter’s humanitarian 
intentions by bringing out his actors’ best, so it’s 
forgivable that Starred Up is shaped less like a drama 
than an intense therapy session — full of urgency and 
raw vitality, tempered with coached epiphanies, and 
eventually reined in by an impermanent, we-have- 
to-end-it-here closure. Its astute final image is the 
cold metal maw of a revolving door. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. Jealousy: Philippe Garrel is one of the 
lesser-known of the French New Wave filmmakers 
compared to Jean-Luc Godard and Francois Truf- 
faut, but he’s never stopped working, and his new 
Jealousy — shot in glorious widescreen black-and- 
white — wouldn't have felt out of place in New Wave's 
1960s heyday. Daily. 2200 Clement, 666-3488, Intsf. 
com/4-star-theatre.html. 

Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: Psycho-Ge- 
ography: San Francisco archivist extraordinaire Rick 
Prelinger turns his attentions to the Motor City in his 
new vintage film program, Yesterday and Tomorrow 
in Detroit. Sat., Oct. 4, 8:30 p.m. $8. othercinema. 
com. Suggestive Gestures: Feature-length experi- 
mental film by David Finkelstein. Tue., Oct. 7, 8 p.m. 
$7-$10. 992 Valencia, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Castro Theatre. The Castro Theatre Remembers 
Lauren Bacall: Celebrate the late Hollywood icon 
with this series of three double-feature screenings: 
To Have and Have Not with Dark Passage (Oct. 1), 
Key Largo with Harper (Oct. 12), and How to Marry a 
Millionaire with Written on the Wind (Oct. 19). Wed., 
Oct. 1, 7:05 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 12, 2:45 & 7 p.m.; Sun., 
Oct. 19, 3:03 & 7 p.m. $8.50-$11. 429 Castro, 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

Century San Francisco Centre 9 and XD. The Lib- 
erator: Alberto Arvelo's big, sprawling biopic about 
legendary revolutionary Simon Bolivar makes no 
attempt to avoid the well-worn clichés of its genre, 
but it's beautifully shot and features a strong per- 
formance by Edgar Ramirez as the charismatic but 
grounded leader. Starting Oct. 3. Daily. 845 Market, 
538-8422, cinemark.com. 

Clay Theatre. My Old Lady: Israel Horovitz adapts his 
own stage play to make his directorial film debut 
in this drama about an American (Kevin Kline) who 
thinks he’s inherited a Parisian apartment, only to 
find that an elderly mother and her daughter (Maggie 
Smith and Kristin Scott Thomas, respectively) are 
already living in it. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Psycho III: 
Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Mikl-Em, and Chris Rockey 
kick off a month of Halloween horror “‘threequels” 
with Anthony Perkins, everybody's (least?) favorite 
mama's boy. Sun., Oct. 5, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 
401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 


EI Rio. Bike Smut 8: Come Again: The bicycle erotica 


film series returns to S.F. for another night of ped- 
al-powered porno shorts. Thu., Oct. 2, 8 p.m. $10 
suggested donation. bikesmut.com. 3158 Mission, 
282-3325, elriosf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Boyhood: Richard Linkla- 


ter spent 12 years filming this universally acclaimed 
coming-of-age tale in which the actors grow up right 
before your eyes during the film's 165-minute running 
time. Daily. Pride: Organized around the not-quite- 
radical idea that plucky nonthreatening homosexuals 
and provincial Welsh workingmen'’s wives are equally 
and universally adorable, this year’s best hope for 
a movie from the U.K. to please crowds in the U.S.A. 
is an ensemble uplifter about the London gay and 
lesbian activists who raised money to pitch in for 
the National Union of Mineworkers strike of 1984. 
Daily. Tracks: Robyn Davidson's nine-month 1977 trek 
across the Australian desert is recreated with formal 
grace and frustrating detachment in this cinematic 
adaptation of her bestselling memoir. Though quite 
lovely from an aesthetic point of view, unfortunately 
there's nothing but surface to this Into the Wild-by- 
way-of-Walkabout material. Daily. Love Is Strange: 
When longtime lovers and cohabitants John Lithgow 
and Alfred Molina finally tie the knot after New 
York legalizes gay marriage, it paradoxically leads 
to them losing their Chelsea apartment and being 
forced to live apart in this new drama from director 
Ira Sachs. Daily. The Trip to Italy: Steve Coogan 
and Rob Brydon pack up their appetites and hit the 
road again for more droll dinner conversation in this 
sequel to Michael Winterbottom’s 2011 comedy The 
Trip. Daily. Men, Women & Children: You'll definitely 
want to double-check that your iPhone is switched 
off for the latest drama from Juno director Jason 
Reitman, which examines the emotional damage 
done to teenagers and their families by the ubiquity 
of the internet and our inability to communicate 
without the mediation of digital devices. Starting 
Oct. 3. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by 
the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts. Bernal 


Heights Outdoor Cinema: Best of Bernal Nite: 
Retrospective of fan favorites from this year’s Bernal 
Heights Outdoor Cinema film crawl in September. Tue., 
Oct. 7, 7 p.m. Free. bhoutdoorcine.org. 2868 Mission, 
821-1155, missionculturalcenter.org. 


Multiple Bay Area Locations. Mill Valley Film Festival: 


You know it’s out there when you have to take a bridge 
to get to it. But the true seekers of independent and 
world cinema who venture into the North Bay will 
have their inquisitiveness amply rewarded. One of 
the festival's many highlights includes Dying to Know: 
Ram Dass & Timothy Leary, a Robert Redford-nar- 
rated documentary tribute to the art of turning 
life, and death, into an experiment. Screenings are 
held at the Rafael Film Center (1118 Fourth St., San 
Rafael); CineArts at Sequoia (25 Throckmorton Ave., 
Mill Valley); Century Cinema (41 Tamal Vista, Corte 
Madera); Town Center at Corte Madera (Madera 
Blvd., Corte Madera); 142 Throckmorton Theatre (142 
Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley); and Lark Theater (549 
Magnolia Ave, Larkspur). Oct. 2-12. $14 per program. 
mvff.com. Multiple addresses, N/A. 


New Parkway Theater. APAture Film Showcase: Shiyan 


Feng's Cold Spring, a half-hour drama about a Chinese 
father attempting to be reconciled with his daughter, 
is the centerpiece of this presentation of short works 
by emerging Asian Pacific American filmmakers. Sun., 
Oct. 5, noon. $10-$15. 474 24th St., Oakland. 


Oddball Films. Aqua Frolics: Underwater Adventures: A 


selection of watery short films that swim from Jules 
Verne to Jacques Cousteau. Thu., Oct. 2, 8 p.m. $10. 
Psychedelicatessen: A Feast for Your Eyes: A cine- 
matic freakout of film shorts from 1965-1973. Fri., Oct. 
3, 8 p.m. $10. 275 Capp, 558-8112, oddballfilms.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. A Most Wanted Man: Anton 


Corbijn (Control) adapts John le Carré’s espionage 
novel into a slow-fuse spy thriller, with the late Philip 
Seymour Hoffman leading a cast that also features 
Willem Dafoe, Rachel McAdams, and Robin Wright. 
Daily. Frank: Michael Fassbender is totally unrecog- 
nizable as the title character — not due to his acting, 
mind you, but because he wears a fake plastic head 
the whole time he’s on the screen — in Lenny Abraha- 
mson’s oddball comedy about an absurdist art-rock 
band. Daily. Last Days in Vietnam: The latest work 
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from Ghosts of Abu Ghraib director Rory Kennedy is 
a fascinating documentary that's mostly about April 
29, 1975, the date when the center could not hold 
and the American military presence had to bug out 
of Vietnam, along with as many South Vietnamese 
citizens as possible. Through Oct. 2. Magic in the 
Moonlight: Woody Allen's latest romantic comedy 
stars Colin Firth as a 1920s magician who tries to 
expose psychic medium Emma Stone as a phony, 
but she may have a few tricks of her own up her 
sleeve. Daily. Art and Craft: Mark Landis has spent 
30 years placing more than 100 of his own forged 
artworks at 46 museums in 20 states. A diagnosed 
schizophrenic, selfdiagnosed philanthropy addict, 
and the can't-look-away subject of Sam Cullman and 
Jennifer Grausman's documentary, Landis is an odd 
duck, all right. But his work — particularly, the work 
of deception — resonates. Oct. 3-9. 601 Van Ness, 
777-3456, landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. 20,000 Days on Earth: lain Forsyth and 


Jane Pollard's documentary about Nick Cave is a cool 
spellbinder with a gloomy-daydream flow that stages 
a day in his creative life. At the movie's dark heart 
is the disarming self-awareness and intelligence 
with which Cave cops to raiding, mythologizing, 
and cannibalizing his memories, be they exquisite 
or banal. The mystique endures, as does some very 
practical wisdom on the matter of how to be an 
artist. Through Oct. 2. Starred Up: It both helps and 
hurts that this riveting British prison drama was 
written by Jonathan Asser, a prison therapist. The 
raw material is brutal, enraging, heartbreaking, and 
agilely managed by director David Mackenzie, but the 
movie can’t seem to help lapsing into contrivance, 
cliché, and awkward melodrama. Through Oct. 2. 
Nas: Time Is II[lmatic: One-show-only sneak peek 


screening of the new documentary about the making 
of Nas’ landmark hip-hop album /I!matic, which he 
performs live at the Fox Theater in Oakland on Oct. 
19 and 21. Thu., Oct. 2, 7 p.m. $10. timeisillmatic. 
com. Abuse of Weakness: A vampire story with 
no supernatural elements, Catherine Breillat's 
autobiographical movie stars Isabelle Huppert as a 
filmmaker who becomes fascinated by an infamous 
con artist, who then uses her curiosity against her 
and sucks her dry. Oct. 3-9. Pirate Night: Put those 
images of peglegs, parrots, and salty guys saying 
“Arrrrr’ far out of your mind. The setting for these 
movies is Somalia, not Shipwreck Cove, with Tommy 
Pallotta’s animation-augmented documentary Last 
Hijack and Cutter Hodierne's fictional drama Fishing 
Without Nets taking the Somali pirates’ perspective 
as they attempt to make sense of the dire conditions 
that have led these men to lives of high-seas crime. 
Sun., Oct. 5, 7 p.m. 3117 16th St., 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Vogue Theatre. Born to Fly: Elizabeth Streb vs. 


Gravity: Documentary about experimental dance 
choreographer Elizabeth Streb. Through Oct. 2. $8- 
$10.50. 3290 Sacramento, 346-2288, voguesf.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lest We Forget: 


Remembering Radical San Francisco: For city 
newcomers, the YBCA’s latest film series — featuring 
documentaries about S.F. gay rights activists, striving 
immigrants, Alcatraz uprisings, punk rockers, and, 
of course, lots of empirical, San Francisco-style sex 
— could serve as a historical primer. For old timers, 
it's more like a reunion. Thu., Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., 
Oct. 5, 2 p.m.; Thu., Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 12, 
2 & 4p.m.; Thu., Oct. 16, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 19, 2 
& 3:45 p.m.; Thu., Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 26, 
2 & 3:30 p.m. $8-$10 per program. 701 Mission, 
978-2787, ybca.org. 
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“ELECTRIFYING! ANDRE BENJAMIN’S MAGNETIC 
PERFORMANCE IS A STAR-SPANGLED TRIUMPH!” 


-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 
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BARAT > THIS MONTH'S SPOOOOKIEST SELECTIONS 


All Hallows’ 
TV 


Like a 10-year-old who de- 
mands her birthday be celebrated for an 
entire week, I prefer to draw the entire 
month of October out into one long 
Halloween festival. It’s absolutely the 
best month for television. Two obvious 
spook sprees will debut this month, 
principally the new seasons of The Walk- 
ing Dead (Oct. 12) and American Horror 
Story: Freak Show (Oct. 8). The usual 
suspects will be broadcast, like AMC’s 
Halloween marathon, but I like to use 
this time to stumble across footnote 
slasher films and lesser-known atmo- 
spheric thrillers. Here’s my roundup of 
this season’s best creepitude. Many of 
the movies listed are being broadcast in 
the wee hours of the morning, so unless 





show. I’ve only seen the trailer, but to 
borrow a phrase oft-used about The 
Walking Dead, “It’s a show about the 
people, not the monsters themselves.” 
Yes, and the people look super dippy. 


Tokaido Yotsuya Kaidan 

(TCM, Oct. 9) 

Anyone who combines a samurai re- 
venge tale with a horror movieis a genius 
in my book, and this dark, black-and- 
white 1959 film is ichiban. Hey, if you de- 
cide to kill your boring wife in feudal 
Japan so you can score with a hotter 
chick, prepare to face the consequences. 


The Spirit of the Beehive/EI Espir- 
itu de la Colmena 

(TCM, Oct. 19) 

This 1973 Spanish film is gorgeously 
drenched in dread. A little Castilian girl 
becomes fascinated with the movie 
Frankenstein — specifically the scene 
where he, erm, accidentally kills the lit- 


you are a total tle girl by the water. A 
night owl, DVR’em. tiny spoiler: It’s alla 
metaphor for the 
Peeping Tom Franco regime. 
(TCM, Oct. 4) 
Michael Powell, half Pretty Little Liars 
of Criterion Collec- “We Love You To 
tion darlings Powell DeAth” Fan Appre- 
and seen di- Fel see " 
rected this amily, Oct. 
thriller about a serial » BY KATY ST CLAIR Attention ironic hip- 
killer who enjoys © . 1?) sters and 12-year-olds: 
filming women as The cast will be an- 


he’s snuffing them out. Powell was pillo- 
ried for the movie, but now it’s univer- 
sally hailed as a masterpiece. 


Five Minutes to Live (renamed Door 
To Door Maniac) 

(TCM, Oct. 4) 

Johnny Cash, Vic Tayback (Mel from AI- 
ice!), and “little Ronnie Howard” all ap- 
pear in this incredibly godawful yet 
incredibly wonderful flick. Cash plays a 
sadistic maniac whose acting skills 
make Tori Spelling look like Greta 
Garbo. He tortures Cay Forrester by 
singing songs to her about her impend- 
ing death (“ya got fiiiive minutes ta 
live...”). What a delightful monstrosity. 


The Act of Killing 

(KQED, Oct. 6) 

A chilling, multiple-award winning docu- 
mentary about the amiable mass mur- 
derers of more than a million Indonesian 
dissidents in the 1960s. These guys are 
still in power, and were more than happy 
to re-create on film the horrors that they 
carried out, as if they were making a 
low-budget slasher film with themselves 
as the stars. Bizarre and horrifying. 


Town of the Living Dead 

(SyFy, series premiers Oct. 7) 
Residents of the dinky hamlet of Jas- 
per, Ala., have been making their own 
low-budget zombie flick for six years, 
and the folks at SyFy rightly thought 
this bouillabaisse of dorkitude could 
make a good docudrama/reality TV 


swering fans’ questions and going over 
their favorite “scary” (cough) moments 
in the show on this Halloween special. 


Nature: A Murder of Crows 

(KQED, Oct. 21-22) 

Big, black, and beaky, crows are synony- 
mous with Halloween. Even spookier, 
these things are incredibly smart and 
“able to recognize individual humans 
and pick them out of a crowd up to two 
years later,” according to KQED. Jeez, 
Hitchcock was really onto something. 


Dead Of Night 

(TCM, Oct. 28) 

It wouldn't be Halloween without at 
least one horror anthology film. Pro- 
duced by Britain’s Ealing Studios in 
1945, it begins with a gathering of peo- 
ple in an old English country home. 
Soon enough they are all sharing their 
spooky tales, the scariest of which is 
about a disturbed ventriloquist whose 
dummy may or may not be alive. 


| Walked With A Zombie 

(TCM, Oct. 31) 

For my money, | prefer a monster with 
a cerebral cortex. However, “authen- 
tic” zombie movies that take place in 
the Caribbean and include voodoo and 
mojo are A-OK. This one was made in 
1943 and is a sleeper classic loosely 
based on Jane Eyre. Atmospheric, 
evocative, and dagnabbit, even scary. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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“THE SNACKS QUICKLY COMMANDEER THE ATTENTION OF THE TABLE.” 


Master of the East 


By Anna Roth 


The meal starts with some- 
thing innocuous, a dish of spiced al- 
monds or a small bowl of popcorn ($5 
each), a few bites designed to whet the 
appetite as you sip your cocktails and 
decide what to eat for dinner. But the 
snacks quickly commandeer the atten- 
tion of the table. The smoked almonds 
are coated in pepperoni spices, the pop- 
corn tastes like a freshly made Caesar 
salad. These plays on typical American 
flavors are a big part of the draw at chef/ 
restauranteur James Syhabout’s two 
most recent Oakland restaurants, Box & 
Bells and The Dock at Linden Street. If 
only the rest of the menus fully lived up 
to the promise in their first few bites. 

Syhabout is to Oakland what 
Thomas McNaughton (flour + water, 
Central Kitchen, Salumeria) is to San 
Francisco: a restauranteur whose ex- 
pansion hasn't hindered his dedication 
to excellence. The chef made a name 
for himself early on when his first 
restaurant, Piedmont’s Commis, was 
granted a Michelin star despite only 
having been open for a few months. 
Syhabout’s second restaurant, the 
Thai-focused Hawker Fare, won the 
hearts of Oaklanders for its homey, 
simple food that showed the chef’s 
roots in Thai culture and cuisine. 

His third restaurant, Southern-ish 
gastropub Box & Bells, opened last 
fall to great fanfare. It’s a nice space 
in the heart of Rockridge, if a bit 
gloomy in some corners thanks to its 
preference for dark wood. But there 
are big windows looking out onto 
College Avenue, a long bar for people 
to congregate, and a lovely back patio 
for taking advantage of the East Bay’s 
mild weather. 

The menu is long, but you can 
order a lot because most of the items 
are small plates, basically tapas. Two 
of us ate our way through six of them 
and were ready for more, making 
this a good spot for nibbly fare and 
cocktails as you're waiting for a table 
at nearby Zachary’s or Ramen Bar, 
though you can also gorge yourself 
on bigger-ticket items like a Gruyere 
and caramelized onion burger ($17), 
or massive pork chop with a whis- 
key-brown sugar glaze ($28). The 
prices are high, especially considering 
the small portions; it’s easy to rack up 
a sizable bill in a hurry. At least you're 
eating inventive and well-balanced 
food while you're doing it. 

In particular, I was struck by a beau- 
tifully composed salad of seared local 
albacore, tender cauliflower florets, 
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smoked date, mint, and preserved 
lemon vinaigrette ($13). It was bright 
and briny, wonderful for a warm after- 
noon. A watermelon salad laced with 
cayenne walked the sweet/spicy line 
with confidence ($12), while an order 
of poutine with velvety blood sausage 
gravy was intensely meaty ($15). And 
those smoked almonds with pepperoni 
spices were as zesty and satisfying as a 
meat stick from an Italian deli, without 





bE 
nership with West Oakland’s Linden 
Street Brewery. It’s an odd triangle of a 
restaurant inside the old brick brewery, 
replete with our age’s requisite Edison 
bulbs and reclaimed wood. Next door is 
the Beer Shed, which sells Linden 
Street’s excellent brews and a few menu 
snacks, like that garlicky, lemony, ancho- 
vy-rich Caesar salad popcorn. The small- 
plates menu is meant to complement 
the beer, and again, the portions are 


any of the pork-in- small for the 
fused guilt. prices. A few dishes 
My only real Box & Bells overlap with Box & 
disappointment was 5912 College Ave., Bells, but there 
the fried chicken Oakland, (510) 923-2000, were more mis- 
($15), hunks of boxandbells.com. steps here, maybe 
boneless-skinless Sines rade is 2 Ane because it’s only 
meat that could have Bee eee ee aes been opena few 
used a minute more HRSA ae ih Z ene a ais 
in the oven (they baat temas hae There were still 
were cooked through, The Dock at Linden Street many beautiful 
but still had a whis- 95 Linden St., Oakland, things. Grilled 
per of that telltale (510) 338-3965, Monterey squid, 
jiggly texture). They thedockoakland.com. firm but not 


were accompanied 
by a raw oyster aioli 
dipping sauce which 
tasted intensely of 
the sea, and not in a way that I wanted 
to pair with my fried chicken. But it 
was a rare misstep on a menu that 
takes lot of risks. 


I encountered many of the same 
pleasures at The Dock at Linden Street, 
Syhabout's latest restaurant and a part- 


Hours: Tue-Sat 5:30- 


rubbery, was 

cut into ringlets 
and served in 

a ramekin with 
purslane and a lusty puttanesca-like 
sauce ($11). The lingcod po’boy ($13) 
had perfect fried fish — the flesh firm, 
the crust shatteringly crisp, the line 
between them blurred — and vine- 
gary slaw on a soft bun. And I loved 
the flavors in the lamb riblets ($17), 
with their earthy curry sauce sparking 


9:30 p.m. 


Box & Bells’ fried 
chicken with raw 
oyster aioli. 





Lara Hata 
off a lime pickle. I could have eaten 
it all night, except the lamb ribs had 
way more fat than meat, and pick- 
ing through it all took an annoying 
amount of time and attention. 

I wasn’t as enamored with the 
fancy take on onion rings, alternating 
slices of onion and fennel deep-fried 
and served with a créme fraiche dip 
topped with trout roe ($12). The 
sauce seemed to have no seasoning 
and the rings had too much batter 
and oil on them; after one bite, the 
rest of the plate sat uneaten. I also 
didn’t agree with the booze pairings. 
A too-sweet Belgian triple was rec- 
ommended for the lamb, but was 
so malty that it muscled the curry 
flavor out of the way instead of com- 
plementing it, and an enthusiastic 
recommendation for orange-flavored 
rum to pair with a caramel ice cream 
sundae was a disaster. 

Then there’s the restaurant’s loca- 
tion, which is romantic for the same 
reasons it’s inconvenient — it’s deep 
in industrial Oakland, surrounded 
by warehouses and soundtracked 
by the occasional lonely whistle as a 
train goes by. The restaurant hums 
with self-generated energy, though, 
and the many Linden Street beers on 
tap are a draw of their own. Lucky 
them, to have Syhabout’s food as a 
wingman. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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GILBERTH S; 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 





2427 3rd St, SF 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 


415-913-7163 & Cocktails All Day 


Monday-Saturday 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 


www.gilberths.com thebuenavista.com 
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West Portal 
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Vallejo’s new 
brewpub has roots 
in the city's ‘eas 
past. 
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FRESH EATS 


Beers Chased 
with History 


By Lou Bustamante 


If you’ve been to Vallejo’s 
waterfront, it was most likely on your 
way to the Napa Valley. Vallejo is an 
old Navy town that fell on hard eco- 
nomic times after the military closed 
the shipyard on Mare Island, and 
seems to make headlines more for 
bad news than good. 

But the waterfront in Vallejo 
is showing new signs of life and 
promise through an unexpected em- 
issary: a brewpub. 

Mare Island Brewing Company 
was started by two Mare Island 
residents — Kent Fortner, a wine- 
maker and the behind-the-scenes 
guy, and Ryan Gibbons, the brewer 
and a Lagunitas alum. The taproom, 
at Vallejo’s ferry terminal, pours 
the brewery’s five beers and serves 
a small selection of bites like local 
cheeses and sausages in a menu de- 
signed by consulting chef Curtis Di 
Fede, formerly partner and chef at 
Oenotri in Napa. 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Doc Ricketts: 40-seat restaurant atop North Beach's 
new music and comedy venue Doc's Lab features 
updated bistro fare like halibut confit, housemade 
charcuterie, and a pork chop with maple and 
spatzle. 124 Columbus, 555-1400, docricketts.com. 

Lazy Bear: The long-anticipated brick-and-mortar 
from the insanely popular underground supper 
club is now open in the Mission. Diners can pur- 
chase tickets online for a dinner of “elevenish” 









Lou Bustamante 


The brewery and taproom have 
embraced the history of Mare Island 
and infused it into almost every 
aspect of the business. “Most every- 
thing in our taproom space has Mare 
Island heritage of some sort,’ says 
Gibbons. “Most of it was donated to 
us by anonymous donors. The Mare 
Island Museum donated a lot of this 
to us.” 

All of the lights in the taproom 
are reclaimed from buildings on 
Mare Island, as was the wood for 
the tables, which were made by an 
artist who works out of a collective 
on the island. Old hardhats, the 
required headgear from the island’s 
Navy days, line the top part of the 
walls, each color representing the 
long-ago wearer’s job function and 
shop number. Even the beers are 
all named after some aspect of the 
Navy days. 

The Saginaw Golden Ale ($5.50/ 
pint) was the first beer the company 
made; it is a dry-hopped ale meant 
to be accessible, and named after 
the first ship built on Mare Island in 
1857. The Coal Shed Stout gets its 
name from the building the taproom 
occupies, a former storage shed for 
the coal that would be shoveled onto 
steamers in the bay. 


courses for $120 (booze pairings are an extra 
$50); seatings are nightly at 6 and 8:15. This 
already looks to be one of the buzziest openings 
of the fall. 3416 19th St., 874-9921, lazybearsf.com. 
Le Marais Bistro: The Marina's French bakery has 
expanded with a full-service bistro. Expect fare 
like whipped burrata with heirloom cucumbers, 
housemade pasta with eggplant and lamb sau- 
sage, and za’atar-crusted tuna with charred corn. 
2066 Chestnut, 359-9801, lemaraisbistro.com. 
Pinhole Coffee: Bernal Heights has a twee new 
coffee shop with a solid pedigree: It’s owned by a 
Blue Bottle alum, and gets its beans from Linnea 
Cafe. How twee, you ask? There are no chairs, only 
tree stumps. 231 Cortland, pinholecoffee.com. 
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One of the most popular brews, 
the oddly named Hydraulic Sand- 
wich IPA ($6/pint) is a hoppy 
number that doesn’t hide the malty 
goodness. Gibbons explains that the 
name comes from a term he learned 
from talking to old submariners. 
“They told us, ‘It’s so cool that you 
guys are opening a taproom in the 
ferry terminal because when Mare 
Island Naval Shipyard was up and 
operational, we used to take the fer- 
ry across for lunch [to Vallejo across 
the strait]. Of course some of us 
would have lunch, but a couple of us 
would have a hydraulic sandwich... 
you know, when you just have a 
couple of beers for lunch.” 

The Farragut’s Farmhouse 
Saison ($6.50/pint) is named after 
Commander David Farragut, who 
commissioned Mare Island in 1854, 
making it the first naval shipyard 
to be established on the Pacific 
Coast. He is probably best know for 
saying “Damn the torpedoes,” while 
fighting in the Civil War — now the 
official motto of Mare Island Brew- 
ing. The saison gets a special kick 
from aging for four months in used 
Sauvignon Blanc barrels. 

The brewery’s newest addition is 
the Angles and Dangles American 
Blonde Ale, an easy-drinking beer 
the pair created to honor the 50th 
anniversary of the United States 
Submarine Veterans Inc. The annual 
meeting this year was held in San 
Francisco. As for the name? “Angles 
and Dangles apparently is when a 
submarine is about to be [launched], 
what they would do is they would 
take it out into deep water, and take 
it through diving at different angles, 
increasingly deeper each time,” 
says Gibbons. “Hard lefts, and hard 
rights ... The idea behind it was to 
make sure that nothing on the ship 
moved when they went through 
these maneuvers, because any kind 
of sound like that could be picked up 
by sonar from enemy forces.” 

While the brewery is currently 
producing the beer at Carneros 
Brewing Company in Sonoma, 
Gibbons and Fortner hope to move 
all production to the 8,000-square- 
foot Vallejo building soon. “The 
hardest thing with this location is 
with the ferry bringing a captive 
audience of a half million people a 
year, we weren't really sure what 
the demand was going to be,” says 
Gibbons. “We were looking at a sev- 
en barrel system [when setting up 
the business], and now we're look- 
ing at a 20-barrel system.” 

While a single brewpub can’t 
change a whole town overnight, the 
success of the brewery is perhaps 
a turning of the tide for Vallejo, 
breathing new life into docks that 
have sat silent long enough. 


Mare Island Brewing Company 
289 Mare Island Way, Suite 
G, Vallejo, (707) 556-3000, 
mareislandbrewingco.com. 
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NING OF NOODHES 


—— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $29.50 


ROBERT EARL KEEN 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


THE LONE BELLOW 


HUGH BOB & THE HUSTLE 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $27.50 


CONOR OBERST 


JONATHAN WILSON ¢ THE GOOD LIFE 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7 
1DIOlO) SEs) 5 (OWA RPE OO 


LAKE STREET DIVE 


AGES AND AGES 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $29.50 


IMELDA MAY 


THE RHYTHM SHAKERS 


ticketmaster.com 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Da a Ee SE/ ON SALE SUNDAY 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $39.50 


VIOLENT FEMMES 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER I 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $22.50 


POMPLAMOOSE 


FOXTAILS BRIGADE - JOHN SCHROEDER 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $35.00 


GERARD WAY 


THE EERIES 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14 


| DIOlO) sec) = (OWE NPR ROLe 


JOEY BADASS 


HUGO 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15 


| DI@1O) ec) = (OWE Ree 


LA LEY 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


THE HORRORS 


MOON DUO 
Les, Cx Citi 


MUSIC 


SOMETIMES YOU NEED TO DRINK THE TERRIBLE ABSINTHE. 


To Bad Ideas 


“Whoa!” said Alaric, looking 
up at the ceiling of Eclipse. “I just got 
vertigo.” 

It is a pretty great view. Nestled 
in the second floor of downtown’s 
Hyatt Regency, the Eclipse Lounge 
features strings of white lights dan- 
gling from a ceiling maybe 15 floors 
up. It’s a good look and probably 
the best reason to go there. 

It’s not the reason we were 
there, though. We were looking 
for a downtown bar convenient 
to transit that had a kitchen open 
after 10 and that we could count on 
to be quiet enough to hold a con- 
versation. It wasn’t that someone 
said, “Oh, I love Eclipse!” Our top 
choices were noisy or their kitchens 
were closed. 

Despite the décor, Eclipse is not 
a bar that’s anyone’s first choice: 
It’s a bar that, for whatever 
reason, meets your mini- 
mum criteria. 

After a turbulent 
year with a lot of 
loss, Alaric’s life is 
looking up. She 
had a long period 
of hopping from 
apartment to 
apartment and 
now lives on her 
own boat, docked 
in Alameda. After 
a long period of 
job-hopping, she’s 
got a steady gigasa 
bartender, where she’s dis- 
covered the age-old truth that 
you get better tips when you abuse 
the customers. 

“T couldn’t believe it, but it’s a 
fact,” she said. 

It wasn’t the life she dreamed of, 
but she thinks living on a boat is 
great, and she sails it to interesting 
places; she’s got the makings of a 
good bartender, and she’s making 
money. All the boxes are checked off. 
She can enjoy this life for a while. 

She’s also very bullish on Ala- 
meda. Bars there, she points out, 
often have $3 well drinks. “My slo- 
gan is, Alameda is adequate,” she 
says. But she says it in a way that’s 
really exciting. 

I’m drinking a Paradise Sunset 
(mango vodka, orange and pineap- 
ple juices, grenadine, Sierra Mist), 
which is ... adequate. Nothing 
wrong with it, could drink another 
— it’s just overpriced. 

When Alaric has patrons who par- 
ticularly annoy her, she asks them 
if they want a special drink called 
“A Terrible Idea.” It’s the worst well 
vodka she can find (“it was in the 
back of a closet, covered in dust”), 
mixed with grenadine and “whatever 
green liquor I have handy.” 
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often they’re grateful. 


Even being told the name, even 
being told what’s in it, she finds 
that more people than not say 
they'll pay $12 for A Terrible Idea. 
And then leave a big tip. 

I believe her. Not long ago a 
friend gave me a jar of homemade 
absinthe ... and it was horrible. 

So I started taking the jar around 
with me and asking people “Would 
you like some really terrible ab- 
sinthe? You'll hate it!” But I did 

it with a big smile and an adven- 
turous lilt in my voice. And more 
people than not said yes. People 
are crazy. Or bored. 

We were just starting our over- 
priced meals when the news came 
through that Scotland had reject- 
ed independence. Both Alaric and 
I can name our clan heritage at 
the drop of a hat, and so we loudly 
expressed our disappointment. We 
wanted Scotland to be free! Even 
though if I were a Scottish voter I 
probably would have voted 

against it in the end. 
Too many big risks. 

Independence 
is expensive. Inde- 
pendence is risky. 
Most of the people 
I know who really 
followed their 
dreams ended 
up clinging to 
the wreckage 
and taking what 
\ they could get. 
That doesn’t mean 
they’re unhappy — 


I’m living a life I never 

once wanted, but that I think 
is far better than anything I ever 
dreamed up. My dreams were trite, 
while the detours I took were amaz- 
ing, and the things I gave up were 
generally worth letting go. But 
from the perspective of someone 
determined to beat the world and 
live the dream, I’m an abject fail- 
ure. I’m not even internet famous. 
But I’m probably both wiser and 
happier, and who gets that? 

Did I give up? Or was I smart 
enough not to drink the terrible 
absinthe? 

“Adequate is good,” says Alaric, 
talking about Alameda again. And 
in general I agree, but tonight — 
this bar — I’m thinking that even 
though we got everything we set 
out for, we should have searched 
for better. Should have said “screw 
it,” gone out into the night and 
been confident that, if we just 
looked hard enough, the right bar 
would come. 

It would probably have been a 
terrible idea. 

Eclipse Lounge 
5 Embarcadero Center, 291-6581, 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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Woodland Creatures 





Identifying the various musical species at this year's Hardly Strictly Bluegrass. 


By Sam Prestianni 


Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 
founder Warren Hellman has sadly 
been gone for three years, but his epic 
gift to the city of San Francisco contin- 
ues to thrive. 

This annual free festival in Gold- 
en Gate Park draws roughly half a 
million concertgoers from all over 
the nation to drink in the sounds of 
almost 100 world-class bands, most 
of which explore the massive range 
of the American folk-roots tradition 
with both reverence and imagination. 
Here are our totally subjective “top 
picks” (feel free to tell us your own!) 
for this year’s festival (Oct. 3-5). 


OLD-SCHOOL MASTERS 

Ralph Stanley said last year that he 
was hanging up his tour bus keys. 
Thankfully, it appears the nearly 
90-year-old bluegrass pioneer mis- 
spoke. He’s a mainstay of the festival, 
and after almost seven decades of sing- 
ing and banjo-plucking in the dark hol- 
lers of Americana, he’s still a must-see 
performer. If he breaks into an a cap- 
pella “Oh, Death,” like he has in years 
past, you better hang on to your heart 


with both hands. 


Lucinda Williams is the Godmother of 
Country Soul. A respected songwriter 
and performer, she has a dirty voice that 
resounds with an ominous, iconoclastic 
power. Think Tom Waits, early Bob 
Dylan, or Odetta. There’s an immediacy 
to her sound that’s riveting, especially 
when it’s just her vocal and acoustic gui- 
tar. Check out “Compassion” on her new 
album, Where the Spirit Meets the Bone. 
She’s telling us something essential in 
this song: what it means to truly under- 
stand and connect with one another. It’s 
a timeless folk music lesson, well worth 
hearing often and again. 


In 1965, at the age of 23, Peter Rowan 
scored a coveted gig: the lead vocal and 
guitar spot in bluegrass founder Bill 
Monroe’s Bluegrass Boys. Soon after, he 
partnered with Dave Grisman and Jerry 
Garcia for Old and in the Way. Since 
then, he’s released nearly 50 albums in 
styles roving all over the musical map. 
The Twang An’ Groove project he’s 
bringing to HSB this year is a straight-up 
jam band that combos country twang, 
hippie psychedelics, and classic folksong. 


Legend has it that in 2001, Warren 


Hellman added the “Hardly” to the first 
Strictly Bluegrass fest’s moniker when 
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he previewed Emmylou Harris’ new 
sound at the time, which was more 
Bourbon Street than Grand Ole Opry. 
She’s closed the event every year since 
— for good reason. 


Bob Dylan once elucidated the virtues 
of John Prine in the pages of American 
Songwriter like so: “Prine’s stuff is pure 
Proustian existentialism. Midwestern 
mindtrips to the nth degree.” Nuff said? 


Dry Branch Fire Squad has been 
kicking around the bluegrass scene for 
almost four decades. Bandleader Ron 
Thomason essentially got his start as 
one of Ralph Stanley’s Clinch Mountain 
Boys. He picks a mean mandolin, gui- 
tar, and banjo, sings like a good ol’ 
country boy, and is happy to tell tall 
tales all the livelong day. 


NEXT-GENERATION LEADERS 
One of the hottest string bands on the 
planet, Dave Rawlings Machine is 
helmed by Gillian Welch’s lifelong mu- 





Mark Seliger 
sic-making partner, who launched this 
project a few years back to explore tradi- 
tional folk music and contemporary 
songwriting via a broader sonic palette 
than his dynamic duo with Welch allows. 
Rawlings is a sensitive vocalist anda 
master of melodic invention on acoustic 
guitar. For this HSB performance, he’s 
teaming up with his faithful collaborator 
Welch, former Old Crow Medicine Show 
singer-guitarist Willie Watson, and John 
Paul Jones (yes, the Led Zeppelin 
multi-instrumentalist who kills on man- 
dolin). Expect their set — especially 
their take on “Going to California” — to 
bea highlight of the weekend. 


When Willie Watson left Old Crow 
Medicine Show a couple of years back, 
he basically said he wasn't vibing with 
the band’s new direction as stars of the 
Grand Ole Opry. He didn’t want to play 
to a click track in the studio and wasn't 
going to kowtow to the CMT status 
quo. He dug deep into his roots (and his 
78 RPM vinyl collection) for his first 
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solo album, Folk Singer Vol. 1. We're 
talking classic tunes like “Midnight Spe- 
cial” and “Stewball,” along with way old- 
school blues from the likes of Memphis 
Slim and Richard “Rabbit” Brown. The 
record is a testament to both the power 
of this timeless music and Watson’s ar- 
tistic conviction. Each song is just one 
high-lonesome vocal and a single acous- 
tic guitar or banjo. It’s a haunting re- 
cording, and his performance promises 
to be one of the best of the fest. 


No doubt due to popular demand, The 
Felice Brothers return to HSB again 
this year. Like the most relevant Noise 
Pop bands, this indie folk-pop-rock- 
country-whatever-who-cares ensemble 
is no slave to genre, balancing shoegaze 
chill with strong mid-tempo sway-alongs 
and Big Melody front and center. The 
musicians bring an uncommon warmth 
and sincerity to their songs. The sound is 
fun-loving, open, and generous like a 
gift. On the latest album, Favorite Wait- 
ress, there’s some ugly guitar and dra- 
matic banging on the 88s, but the real 
fun is in the offbeat, often chilling bal- 
lads. Be on the lookout for keyboard 
beast James Felice, as he slinks effort- 
lessly from organ to piano to accordion. 


Ryan Adams new self-titled album 
blasted up the Billboard charts to the No. 
4 spot upon its release a few weeks back. 
After 13 other solo recordings since 
2000, this is by far the prolific sing- 
er-songwriter’s greatest commercial 
success to date. The critical raves are 
rolling in along with high-profile gigs on 
the talk show circuit, including appear- 
ances on Jimmy, Ellen, and Conan. Sadly, 
the new record is bland, clearly designed 
for mainstream radio, and fora 
hard-working artist like Adams, maybe 
that’s okay (this time around). It’s 
doubtful he'll lose the respect of long- 
time fans and peers like Dave Rawlings, 
his co-writer on the highballin’ tune, “To 
Be Young (Is to Be Sad, Is to Be High),” 


from his first studio album, Heart- 
breaker. Let’s hope he busts out this 
older tune along with “My Wrecking 
Ball,” a moving acoustic ballad and the 
only ear-opening track on the new CD. 


MUST-SEE NEW-SCHOOLERS 
Few young musicians embody the bed- 
rock communal spirit of the folk arts 
like Rising Appalachia. Led by Dirty 
South (ATL) sisters Chloe and Leah 
Smith, the multimedia collective puts 
on visionary, activist performances that 
not only promote green politics and 
conscious living but, perhaps most im- 
portantly, presents a feast for the ears 
and eyes. First, the sibling harmonies 
are almost too beautiful to bear. Then, 
you ve got banjo, acoustic guitar, up- 
right bass, hand percussion, maybe 
some beatboxing, It’s a deep contempo- 
rary groove — pancultural, Modern 
Primitive, festival-friendly — closer to 
Afro-Cuban and hip-hop than Woody 
Guthrie, but of course Rising Appala- 
chia’s hellbent on killing fascists, too. 
Throw in some aerial dancing and First 
Peoples ritualism, and you've got a vi- 
sual aesthetic as compelling as the 
sounds. Shout out for their update on 
the old-time church song, “Tl Fly 
Away.” It will lift you off your feet. 


Led by down-home millennial grrrl Al- 
ynda Lee Segarran, New Orleans combo 
Hurray for the Riff Raff has been 
steamrolling across the indie Americana 
folkscape for at least the past couple of 
years after its debut appearance at the 
storied Newport Folk Festival in 2013. 
Segarran’s soulful, nostalgia-steeped, 
straight-to-the-marrow songcraft 
seems equally indebted to Patsy Cline, 
Emmylou Harris, and Lucinda Williams. 
There’s lots of country soul in her mu- 
sic, right alongside catchy singsong mel- 
odies and an old-time religious sincerity. 
“You physically feel better after listening 
to them,” say Cary Ann Hearst and Mi- 
chael Trent of Shovels & Rope. “They 
sound like hope.” Rare accolades, to be 
sure — and one-hundred-percent truth. 


It’s easy to dismiss multi-instrumental 
prodigy Sarah Jarosz if you've only 
heard her overproduced recordings, in- 
cluding the latest Build Me Up From 
Bones, too much of which is just shy of 
Muzak. However, the Appalachian 
power of “Fuel the Fire” and countless 
arresting live performances on YouTube 
attest to the 23-year-old’s enormous tal- 
ent asa singer, guitarist, man- »>>?p34 


Rising 
Appalachia 
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ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


CROWBAR 

W/ REVOCATION, HAVOK, 
FIT FOR AN AUTOPSY. 
ARMED FOR APOCOLYPSE 


TERMINATOR TOO: 
JUDGEMENT PLAY(EaRLy) 
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DEWEY & THE PEOPLES, 
JUST CHILL 
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SKULLS 
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THE HEROINE 
W/ WHITE BARONS 
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ONLY CRIME 

W/ UNITED DEFIANCE, 
THE LUCKY EEJITS, 
HEROES AT GUNPOINT 
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AS BLOOD RUNS BLACK 
W/ RINGS OF SATURN, 
UPON THIS DAWNING 


BAD RABBITS 
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AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
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dolinist, and banjo slinger. She’s mining 
newegrass territory with a New England 
Conservatory of Music plough. It’s a vir- 
tuosic ambition in the line of Chris Thile 
and Edgar Meyer’s improvisations. 
Thing is, she’s better than that, if only 
she'd ditch the Ivory Tower for a broke- 
down mountain shack. 


For the past couple of years, global 
party band Red Baraat has been firing 
up HSB fans in one of the first-of-the- 
day festival slots on Saturday or Sunday 
mornings. The band fuses East Coast 
go-go grooves — sun-bright horns and 
monster beats — with high-octane 
North Indian bhangra rhythms. It’s 
back again this year, as if you need an 
excuse to pop that bottle before noon. 


Lake Street Dive is white-girl soul 
singer Rachael Price’s supersweet vehi- 
cle (upright bass, guitar, drums, a little 
horn here and there) to show the world 
what Amy Winehouse would’ve 
sounded like if she were a little more 
geeky, a little more capable of intimacy, 
and a lot less tortured. Special-request 
the Jackson 5 cover “I Want You Back.” 


Parker Millsap’s songs dig into way- 
back gospel, acoustic blues, roadhouse 
country, and the kind of juke joint rock 
‘ry’ roll that calls to mind shiny ceiling 
balls and spinning prom gowns. His 
solo acoustic tunes are best. They’re 
heartfelt and convincing, as if played by 
a good friend whose sorrow and dreams 
you know too well. 


Led by the mighty brother-sister 
combo of Arleigh and Jackson Kinch- 
eloe, Sister Sparrow and the Dirty 
Birds bust out big-horn funky-fresh 
soul from Brooklyn (via the Catskill 
Mountains, no less). 


LOCAL LOVE 

Poor Man's Whiskey is best known 
for its epic covers — “Sweet Child of 
Mine,” “Bohemian Rhapsody,’ a full set 
of Allman Brothers tunes, the entire 
Dark Side of the Moon album — all blue- 
grassed up and rocked out with lots of 
love and solid musicianship. 


4 
@ Hurray for the Riff Batt 


Sarrah Danziger 


You're going to want to catch Bonnie 
“Prince” Billy & the Cairo Gang to 
see their special Bay Area guest vocalist 
Dawn McCarthy (of Faun Fables). Billy 
sings from the cobwebbed corner of 
the back porch, all sleepy and self-ab- 
sorbed, while McCarthy's dreamy voice 
soars from the mountain tops. The 
combo will be mysterious and quite 
possibly magical. 


Thao & the Get Down Stay Down 
are both cute and strong. Their tunes 
often “pop” in the sweetest sense of the 
term, but band leader Thao Nguyen is 


Lauren Tabak 


also a freakish force of nature. Let her 
pull you in close fora kiss on the acous- 
tic numbers, then thrash you about 
with her amped-up guitar. 


San Francisco indie Americana fans well 
know The Sam Chase, awarding the 
high-energy strings-plus-drums ensem- 
ble top honors in 2013 readers’ polls in 
both SF Weekly (Best Band) and the Bay 
Guardian (Best Singer-Songwriter). 


WILD CARDS 

Every year, the HSB bookers feature a 
few unlikely bands that don’t quite be- 
long but manage to somehow blend in 
with the festival's rootsy merrymak- 
ing. The top misfits of 2014 include pi- 
oneering SoCal punk outfit Social 
Distortion, enduring pop rockers 
Built to Spill, and indie trip masters 
Yo La Tengo. 


Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 
Oct. 3-5 at Golden Gate Park. Free; 
hardlystrictlybluegrass.com 
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Out of Africa 


Tapes brought back from 
Ghana create a different 
kind of dance party. 


By Chris Zaldua 


Awesome Tapes From Africa 
— the blog, record label, and DJ per- 
sona helmed by Brian Simkovitz — is 
something truly unique, a modern 
wonder of our internet age. The blog 
came first, beginning after Simkovitz 
returned home to L.A. from Ghana, 
having traveled there on a Fulbright 
scholarship for ethnomusicology. 
Upon realizing there was an entire 
wealth of music that never made it be- 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Icee Hot presents D’Marc Cantu, Hash- 
man Deejay, and Braiden at Public 
Works, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 4. 
$10-$15; publicsf.com 

Headlining Icee Hot's latest party is D’Marc 
Cantu, the analog hardware wizard affili- 
ated with the Midwestern “jakbeat” crew, 
known for raw, gritty acid house with an 
old-school flavor. Live, Cantu is a chame- 
leon, banging out the house and techno 
he's known for, but he’s not afraid to tread 
into high-bpm waters, ratcheting up the 
intensity and the vibe. Hashman Deejay, a 
producer and DJ from Vancouver's Mood 
Hut collective, joins Cantu for DJ duties, 
following up on last month's Pender Street 
Steppers party. Last but certainly not least 
is Braiden, a London-born, Berlin-based DJ 
known for his long-running radio shows on 
Rinse.fm and NTS, connecting the dots be- 
tween techno, house, and everything in 
between. 


Lights Down Low presents Shadow Child 
at Monarch, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, Oct. 3. 
$20; monarchsf.com 

Shadow Child appeared in 2012 as a side 
project of Dave Spoon (aka British radio DJ 
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yond Ghana’s borders, he launched 
the blog in 2006, digitizing cassette 
tapes he discovered throughout Af- 
rica, making them readily available for 
the first time. 

The blog was a runaway success. 
In 2011, Simkovitz launched a 
record label, reissuing a long-out- 
of-print record by Nahawa Doum- 
bia, a vocalist from southern Mali. 
Her voice is the star of the record, 
soaring across registers, backed by 
undulating plucked guitar rhythms 
(played by her husband) and a vari- 
ety of percussion instruments. Sim- 
kovitz has since reissued numerous 
gems from across the continent, and 
shows no signs up letting up. 

DJ gigs came shortly thereafter. 
Armed with two cassette decks and 
a mixer, Simkovitz plays out using 


Simon Neale), a producer and DJ who re- 
leased one irresistible tech-house record 
after another during the mid-2000s. As 
Shadow Child, he made a splash with his 
debut on San Francisco's Dirtybird, and 
has since released a barrage of bouncy, 
bottom-heavy house tracks — mainly re- 
mixes with a handful of original produc- 
tions to round it out. Expect a DJ set of 
high-energy contemporary house music 
with a heaping helping of U.K. bass-centric 
sounds to keep things interesting. Richie 
Panic, Lights Down Low's resident DJ and 
partymonster, provides support duties 
throughout the evening. 


Go BANG! featuring Carrie Morrison 

and Freshstep at The Stud, 9 p.m.-3 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 4. Free before 10 p.m., 

$7 after; studsf.com 

If house and techno don't get your motor 
running quite like disco does, Go BANG! is 
your answer. The long-running party fea- 
tures an always-crowded dancefloor, trip- 
you-out laser light show accompaniment, 
a friendly and enthusiastic mixed crowd, 
and most importantly, a killer disco 
soundtrack filled with classics, hits, edits, 
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original tapes from his collection, 
cueing up tracks before gigs and 
deftly handling any mishaps (cas- 
settes — and cassette decks — defi- 
nitely aren't built to last, unlike a 
bag of records and a pair of Technics 
1200s). Music-wise, his sets are 

all over the place, encompassing a 
range of genres, styles, and moods, 
including many sounds inspired by 
Western music and a whole bevy 
that aren't. No matter what, though, 
the tracks he selects are lovely on the 
ear and ecstatically rhythmic — this 
isn’t the dance party you're used to, 
and that’s what makes it so great. 


Push the Feeling presents 
Awesome Tapes From Africa 
at Underground SF 

9 p.m.-2.a.m. Saturday, Oct. 4. $7; 
undergroundsf.com 


and (of course) tracks you've never heard 
of. This month's edition features two 
guest DJs - Carrie Morrison and DJ Fresh- 
step - both San Francisco locals. Joining 
them are the party's residents, Steve Fa- 
bus and Sergio Fedasz, who open and 
close the festivities. 


Listed presents Play with Patrice Bau- 
mel, Nuno dos Santos, and more at The 
Endup, 11 p.m.-10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 4. 
$15-$20; theendup.com 

Sometimes, the party just doesn't stop, 
and for those nights (read: mornings) 
there's The End Up. Patrice Baumel and 
Nuno dos Santos, fellow Dutchmen and res- 
idents at Amsterdam's renowned Trouw 
club, will be making a stop in San Francisco 
to play during the wee hours of Sunday 
morning. Both Baumel and Santos are pro- 
ducers of a similar caliber - both craft 
beautiful deep house with a focus on shim- 
mering melodies and spaced-out atmo- 
sphere. As DJs, they blend underground 
house and techno with the occasional pop 
song to keep the crowd on its feet. Naveen 
G and San Francisco local Buckner provide 
DJ support until the sun comes up. 
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Ww W% SFWEEKLY BEST UF WINNER © * 






eodd POLK (AT GREEN ST! 
(Ha) 775-428] 


FOLLOW (@lGHEEN 
SPORTSBAR 


THE 


NFL/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


BASEBALL COVERAGE 
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
M-F4-7PM 


“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave cHappene 9 Sea 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 10/1 - SATURDAY 10/4 
FROM CHELSEA LATELY AND CONAN! 


IAN KARMEL 


NATO GREEN, KELLY ANNEKEN 


a 
a 


TUESDAY 10/7 
FROM COMICS UNLEASHED! 


REGGIE STEELE 


Bs 


WEDNESDAY 10/8 
FROM THE ANIMAL AND THE HOT CHICK! 


BOB RUBIN 


LARRY BROWN, PACO ROMANE 


THURSDAY 10/9 - SATURDAY 10/11 
FROM THE LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN 
AND THE TONIGHT SHOW! 


MITCH FATEL 


WEDNESDAY 10/15 - SATURDAY 10/18 
JERROD 

CARMICHAEL 

CHRIS GARI, JESSE ELAS 


WEDNESDAY 10/22 - SATURDAY 10/25 
FROM UHF AND HOME MOVIES! 


EMO PHILIPS 


RONN VIGH, DAVID STUDEBAKER 


Ww 


i WEDNESDAY 10/29 - SATURDAY 11/1 
: E re FROM CONAN AND LOPEZ TONIGHT! 
yh] BRENT WEINBACH 


THURSDAY 11/6 - SATURDAY 11/8 
FROM THE JOE ROGAN EXPERIENCE AND THE 
CHURCH OF WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW PODCAST! 


JOEY “COCO” DIAZ 9 


BUTCH ESCOBAR 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF © TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF © PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM @ ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
188 OVER® 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
US ON 


OCTOBER 3-5 & | FRIDAY 10/17 - 


OCTOBER 10-12) SUNDAY 10/19 
Star 101.3 presents: 


ILIZA 
Cl) MS Te: 


From Last Comic Standing 
and Excused! 


JO 


From E's Chelsea Lately! 





comtor 
TVWSLNI> 


“SeTiFiEeS 
j i: ' 


—_——. 


THURSDAY 10/2 
FEATHERS AND FILTH: 
A TRIBUTE TO JOAN RIVERS 


Mary Van Note, Ronn Vigh, Scott Capurro & more! 
HOUSE 


» t. | 

Christina Pazsitzky, Tom Segura ; 

WEDNESDAY 10/22 

CITY NAME H f 
ATT CENAG 
From The Daily Show! 
FRIDAY 10/24 - SUNDAY 10/26 

GARY OWEN 

From Think Like A Man 

and Comic View! 


THURSDAY 10/9 
Live Podcast Taping 


YOUR MOM’S 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
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www. 








com 
WED, OCT 1 
GUITAR PLAYER AND BASS PLAYER PRESENT 


Esl lem ee) e)t):. 
LEE GALLAGHER AND THEHALLELUJAH ™ > 


Ss. =~ 


~ HOT BUTTERED R 
3 SUPERMDLE 








SAT, OCT 4:@°SUN-OCT,-5 
TWO.NIGHTS! 2° 
LEFTOVER SALMON: & FRIENDS * 


FEATURING BILVPAYRE OF AATTLE PEAT 


_— 
{ on MARTENS SIL non — TOUR 2014 
fy "| DROWNERS 


BULLY 
TUE, OCT 7 
BLITZEN TRAPPER 
CASSORLA 
TO 
SOMAFM PRESENTS 
SONDRE LERCHE 
TEEN 
FR, OCT 10 
FINK 
DOUGLAS DARE 
SAL OCT 11 
rig LY B N 
+ PASSENGER STRING || ANDREW MCMAHON 
UARTET IN THE WILDERNESS 
HUNTER HUNTED, JUNIOR PROM 
TAL 


SINKANE 
HELADO WEGRO 
TUE, OCT 21 


i 
MATTEAH BJM 


Tx<CcerTmycCoOMm tt £77 428 Pear 

‘corm ) thOwW HIOeTS 

| Gingetast soMesdaeoN eeey Limetio searine 
PANHEMOLE PERKING LU! ' ’ “4 bs al 
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WED, OCT 15 


RUBBLEBUCKET 
ROYAL CANOE 


THU, OXT 16 
RUSSIAN RED 
BABES 

PRL OCT 17 


J. RODDY WALSTON 
AND THE BUSINESS 


FLY GOLDEN EAGLE 
SAT OCT 18 


























DAVID DONDERO 
SUM, OCT 12 
FUJIYA & MIYAGI 








MUTUAL BENEFIT 
THE BILINDA BUTCHERS, JULIE SYRME 
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ELBO ROOM 1S LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 9 PM - $8 
KYMBERLI’S MUSIG-BOX & INNERLIGHT PRESENT 


DESERT STARS PRE-PARTY 
THE SHIVAS (0) 
GELLAR-DOORS 
ANCIENT RIVER (1) 
OPIRAL ELECTRIC 


DJ VIKKI VADEN:(FRINGE FAGTORY/ATL) 
VISUALS BY MAD ALCHEMY 


THURSDAY; OGTOBER’2,-9:30-PM - S6 
FUNKIFIED-ELECTRO-TROPIGAL-GET DOWN 


HI LIFE 
WITH RESIDENT. DJS 
PLEASUREMAKER-@1ZZY WISE 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER'S, 10 PM - $10 


DOUBLE DUCHESS 


(VIDEO RELEASE PARTY) 
AIMA THE-DREAMER.-RIGASHAY 
AND Dw'S TWO DUDES IN LOVE 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 10 PM - $10 
SPINNING 605.S0UL 455 


SATURDAY NICHT 
SOUL PARTY 


WITH DJS 
LUGKY, PAUL PAUL, 
is) PHENGREN OSWALD 


$5 DISCOUNT IN SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE 
SUNDAY, OGTOBER.5; 9-PM -sFREE BEFORE 9:20 /S6 AFTER 


DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS THE BEST IN DUBS ROOTS REGGAE & DANCEHALL WITH 


DdcoeEP 


AND SPEGIAL GUEST 
REBEL: DUB uni cow souro 


MONDAY, OGTOBER"6,°9 PM - S8°ADV/ S10 DOOR 
LUCIFER"S HAMMER-PRESENTS 


CICAN (cuicuco) wiowr), 
PYRRHON «ww, 
ARTIFICIAL BRAIN, 
DIMESLAND 
DJ ROB METAL 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 9 PM = $10 
FLBO ROOM PRESENTS 
fe) it) (See jaee 
& HER BURLESQUETEERS 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 9 PM — FREE 
COMMUNE WEDNESDAYS 


COOL CHOULS 
BLACK COBRA. VIPERS, 
res 3 
POPGANG DUS 


UPCOMING SHOWS 
THU-10/9. 01 LIFE 
FRI 10/10-FIX YR HAIR 
SAT 10/11 TORMENTA TROPICAL 
SUN 10/12 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 
MON 10/13 GARNAGE THE EXECUTIONER 
TUE/WED 10/13-14" FILTER MAGAZINE 
CULTURE COLLIDE 
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One King to 
Rule Them All 


By Dave Pehling 


“King Crimson is completely 
over. For ever and ever,’ iconoclastic 
British guitarist Robert Fripp famously 
declared in 1974 after dissolving the 
groundbreaking band he founded five 
years earlier. Luckily for fans of his ad- 
venturous music, the dissonant siren’s 
song of King Crimson has regularly 
called Fripp back to stage and studio. 
Though he made a similar pronounce- 
ment about retiring from the music 
business in 2012 due to frustrations 
from legal wrangling with the Universal 
Group — allowing Kanye West to sam- 
ple the Crimson anthem “21st Century 
Schizoid Man” for the song “Power” 
without consulting Fripp was one of nu- 
merous grievances — the six-string ava- 
tar has returned to the road with a bold 
new lineup of the band featuring three 
drummers and collaborators from across 
several eras in Crimson’s storied history. 

The pioneering 1969 debut In the 
Court of the Crimson King helped codi- 
fy some elements that became corner- 
stones of the progressive-rock move- 
ment, including the grand orchestral 
pomp of the Mellotron keyboard and 
a tendency towards apocalyptic and 
fantasy lyrical themes. But Fripp’s em- 
brace of unbridled improvisation and 
the menacing discord of Stravinsky 
and Bartok led the group down a far 
more challenging sonic path despite a 
revolving cast of players that changed 
with each album. By the time prog- 
rock contemporary Yes was bogged 
down in the ponderous conceptual 
bloat of 1973's Tales of Topographic 
Oceans, Fripp had poached the band’s 
drummer Bill Bruford and assembled 
the ferocious version of the group 
that produced such metallic improv 
masterworks as Larks Tongues in Aspic 
and Starless and Bible Black. 

The dissolution of Crimson after 
what many consider the crowning 
achievement of Red — a stunning mix 
of relentless riffs, thorny time signa- 
tures, and elegiac moods — ushered a 
period of eclectic creativity for Fripp. 
He delved deeper into the ambient 
tape-looping experiments he first 


Crimson 


explored with Brian Eno on No Pussy- 
footing as well as doing production 
work and contributing incendiary gui- 
tar on albums by David Bowie and Pe- 
ter Gabriel. Still, King Crimson would 
surface for the first of its periodic 
revivals in the early 1980s to craft 
three albums that injected global poly- 
rhythms and electronic tone poems 
into the band’s mutant jazz metal. 

The current septet lineup marks 
the first time King Crimson will be 
performing without Talking Heads/ 
Frank Zappa guitarist Adrian Belew 
since the band’s first resurrection al- 
most a quarter century ago, a change 
that had a significant impact on the 
selection of material for this tour. 

The switch from Belew to guitarist/ 
singer Jakko Jaksyzk opened the door 
for Crimson to revisit many long-ne- 
glected songs from the back catalog 
stretching back to the debut album. 
However, fans should not be expect- 
ing straight renditions of those classic 
tracks, particularly with the current 
group’s frontline of three drummers. 

“Robert's instructions to them had 
been quite a challenge: Simply reinvent 
rock drumming!” bassist Tony Levin 
says via email. The phalanx of long- 
time drummer Pat Mastelotto, 2008 
addition Gavin Harrison of the band 
Porcupine Tree, and former Ministry, 
Nine Inch Nails, and R.E.M. drummer 
Bill Rieflin first convened to work out 
a method to their collective percus- 
sion madness. Once the entire group 
gathered for rehearsals, the musicians 
sought to look at songs from across 
the King Crimson timeline with a new 
perspective. 

“We tried to approach all material 
as new, even if it’d been written some 
time ago,’ Levin writes. “The sense 
was that we'd try a lot of material 
and see what the identity of the band 
would be.” The revamped takes of 
gems from Larks Tongues in Aspic and 
Red have been earning the band froth- 
ing reviews from fans and critics alike. 

The inclusion of a few newly writ- 
ten pieces has also given loyal follow- 
ers the promise that the current jaunt 
might mark another new beginning 
for the band, a feeling Levin shares. 
“Tm afraid I don’t know the future 
plans,” writes Levin. “Like the fans, 

I hope there'll be new material, new 
recordings, and more.” 


King Crimson 

8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Oct. 3-4, 
at the Warfield, 982 Market St., S.F. 
$55-$125; thewarfieldtheatre.com 
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MUSIC FESTIVAL 


SINGLE DAY 
TICKETS 
ON SALE 


THIS FRIDAY! 
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OUTKAST * MASSIVE ATTACK 
ZED ALT-J * TV ON THE RADIO + JANELLE MONAE » THE NEW PORNOGRAPHERS 
WASHED OUT + ST, LUCIA + BANKS + JUNGLE » WHITE DENIM + Md + POLICA 
~ THE GROWLERS + CLASSIXX + CHET FAKER RYAN HEMSWORTH « ANA TIJOUX 
ASGEIR + XXYVXX + RATKING + TOBACCO + BLEACHED = PAINTED PALMS » CATHEDRALS 


,. FREASUREISLANDFESTIVAL:COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT OCTOBER 1-7, 2014 37 


THEATER 





ot On 








Lily Allen 
| som OLE 


October 8 








WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


WVa¥ || Oy.) an 18 @) 6] BY 
LAMONTAGNE 


GREEK THEATRE AT UC-BERKELEY a WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT APECONCERTS.COM AND TICKETMASTER.COM TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THEFOXOAKLAND.COM, APECONCERTS.COM 
. 'y AND TICKETMASTER.COM — 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market 
St., Suite 550., CA 94103). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 10/1 


ROCK 


El Rio: 3158 Mission. Crimson Scarlet, Dominion, 
Mane, 9 p.m., $8. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia. Desert Stars Pre-Party S.F., 
w/ The Shivas, Cellar Doors, Ancient River, The Spiral 
Electric, DJ Vikki Vaden, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero. Living Colour, Lee 
Gallagher & The Hallelujah, 8 p.m., $30. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell. Merchandise, Lower, Lace 
Curtain, 8 p.m., $13-$15. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: 1650 
Holloway. La Luz, Serfs, Kera & The Lesbians, Hank 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 10/1 


Kings of Leon: W/ Young the Giant, 7 p.m., $29.50- 
$80.90 advance. Concord Pavilion, 2000 Kirker 
Pass, Concord. 

Red Bull Music Academy Culture Clash: Feat. Dub 
Mission vs. Tormenta Tropical vs. Dirtybird vs. 
Triple Threat DJs, 9 p.m., $15-$25. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter. 

Thievery Corporation: 8 p.m., $39.50-$52 advance. 
City National Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose. 


THURSDAY 10/2 


Berkeley Symphony: W/ featured violinist Jennifer 
Koh, 7 p.m., $15-$74. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 
2430 Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Dark Star Orchestra: 8 p.m., $29.50-$32. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter. 

Elton John: 8 p.m., $29.50-$159.50 advance. SAP 
Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

Gordon Lightfoot: 8 p.m., $45-$90. Davies Sym- 
phony Hall, 201 Van Ness. 

Joshua Redman Trio: 7:30 p.m., $25-$50. SFJAZZ 
Center, 205 Franklin. 

Lorde: W/ Majical Cloudz, 8 p.m., sold out. UC Berke- 
ley, Greek Theatre, Gayley & University, Berkeley. 

Pinback: W/ Tera Melos, 8 p.m., $25. Bimbo's 365 
Club, 1025 Columbus. 

Robert Earl Keen: W/ Johnnyswim, 8 p.m., $29.50- 
$41.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary. 

Thievery Corporation: W/ BoomBox, 8 p.m., $52.50. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

UC Berkeley Symphony Orchestra: 8 p.m., $5-$16. 
UC Berkeley, Hertz Hall, College & Bancroft, 
Berkeley. 

Weezer: W/ Kongos, Young Rising Sons, 8 p.m., 
$49.50-$61.45. San Jose State Event Center 
Arena, 290 S. Seventh St., San Jose. 


FRIDAY 10/3 


Explosions in the Sky: W/ The New Year, 7:30 
p.m., $39.50-$69.50 advance. The Masonic, 
1111 California. 

Hank3: W/ Attention Deficit Domination, 3 Bar 
Ranch, 8 p.m., $26-$28. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter. 

Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 2014: Day 1: W/ 
Buckwheat Zydeco, Cibo Matto with Nels Cline, 
Poor Man's Whiskey, Bill Kirchen & Too Much Fun, 
Lucinda Williams, Ryan Adams, Thao & The Get 
Down Stay Down, Dry Branch Fire Squad, Hurray 
for the Riff Raff, John Prine, Conor Brings Friends 
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Richardson, 6 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market. “BroMance: A Night Out for the 
Fellas," 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market. ‘Sticky Wednesdays," w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom. “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ 
Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 
City Nights: 715 Harrison. “Electro Pop Rocks,” 18+ 

dance party with Sikdope, 9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St.. ‘Go Deep!,”” 18+ dance party, 
9 p.m., $10-S15. 

F8: 1192 Folsom. ‘‘Housepitality: 4-Year Anniversary,” 
w/ Lovebirds, Michael Tello, Miguel Solari, Bai-ee, 
Sharon Buck, Chug Dealers, 9 p.m., $5-S10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St.. “Advance,” w/ guest DJ Jamal, 
9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Q Bar: 456 Castro. “Booty Call," w/ Juanita More, 
Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight. ‘Friends with Benefits,” 
w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 p.m.., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St.. Brother Ali, Bambu, 
DJ Last Word, 9 p.m., $25. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St.. “Mixtape Wednesday,” w/ 
resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb Digs, & guests, 
9 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight. Good Graeff, 9 p.m., $5. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement. Jeanie & Chuck's Bluegrass 
Country Jam, First Wednesday of every month, 9 


for Friday (featuring Waxahatchee, The Good 
Life, Jonathan Wilson, Sharon Van Etten, Dawes, 
and Conor Oberst), Peter Rowan’s Twang an’ 
Groove, The Waybacks, Yo La Tengo, Dave Alvin 
& Phil Alvin with the Guilty Ones, The Aquabats, 
10:30 a.m.-7 p.m., free. Golden Gate Park, Hellman 
Hollow, John F. Kennedy (at 30th Ave.). 

Joshua Redman Trio: 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ 
Center, 205 Franklin. 

Justin Townes Earle: W/ American Aquarium, 9 p.m., 
$23. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell. 

King Crimson: 8 p.m., $55-$125. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market. 

The Lone Bellow: W/ Hugh Bob & The Hustle, 9 
p.m., $25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary. 

Lorde: W/ Majical Cloudz, 8 p.m., $49.50. UC Berke- 
ley, Greek Theatre, Gayley & University, Berkeley. 

UC Berkeley Symphony Orchestra: 8 p.m., $5-$16. 
UC Berkeley, Hertz Hall, College & Bancroft, 
Berkeley. 


SATURDAY 10/4 


Shee Sarckside 
FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 


OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, 10/02 - 9PM - $8 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 





p.m., free. 
Union Square Park: 333 Post. StringQuake, 12:30 
p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission. ‘Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St.. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude. Scott Larson Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo. The Cosmo Alleycats featuring 
Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23. Ned Boynton & Friends, 6 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California. Ricardo 
Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post. Anne O’Brien, First Wednesday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St.. “Baobab!,”’ timba dance 
party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 


APE 


ALTERNATIVE PRESS EXPO 


Fort Mason 
Center 





San Francisco 


BOB FINGERMAN 
FAITH ERIN HICKS 
ED PISKOR 


PAUL POPE 


JASON SHIGA 
C. SPIKE TROTMAN 


ROBERT WILLIAMS 


‘oa pervert Gel 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St.. “Frigo-International 
Discotheque,” First Wednesday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth. ‘Bachatalicious,” 
8:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason. Bob Malone, 7:30 & 
9:30 p.m., $15. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore. Carolyn Won- 
derland, 8 p.m., $25. 


FUNK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission. The Humidors, 
9:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 10/2 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St.. Steakhouse, The Black 
Marshmallows, The Verms, 9 p.m., $8. 
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Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission. The Tele- 
scopes, LSD and the Search for God, Carlton Melton, 
Magic Castles, DJ Colm O'Ciosoig, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St.. Crowbar, Revocation, Havok, 
Fit for an Autopsy, Armed for Apocalypse, DJ Rob 
Metal, 7:30 p.m., $15-$18. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk. Safeword, Perfect Loss, 
The Porno Riots, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight. Cobalt Cranes, The Electric 
Magpie, Night School, 9 p.m., $8. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St.. Minot, Inferno of Joy, Flexx 
Bronco, 9 p.m., $8. 

Slim's: 333 1th St.. Moon Taxi, The Lonely Wild, The 
Bad Jones, 8 p.m., $16. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St.. Mean Jeans, Dancer, 
Pookie & The Poodlez, The Rinds, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom. “A Light in the Attic,” w/ 
Thriftworks, AbJo, Blap Déli, 2birds, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 
Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk. “Tubesteak Connec- 
tion,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7; $3. >> 
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mh FLAMING 
NIGHTS OF 
SW WARS I 


SEL PLE EM RY bebe 
FROM THER FWENDS 


DECEMBER 30 & 31 * ON SALE FRIDAY 
THE WARFIELD 


@: 


Sat-Sun, Oct 4-5 
GRAMMY©-winning R&B/pop group 


ALL-4-ONE 


Fri-Sat, Oct 10-11 


Eric Roberson Presents: 


THE BOX TOUR 


Sun, Oct 12 - All-star groove heavy jazz 


WOLFF & CLARK EXPEDITION 


ROY ROGERS & THE DRK 
w/ special guest Carlos Reyes 


Mon, Oct 18 - Brazilian jazz singer 


FABIANA PASSONI 


Wed, Oct 1 - Direct From Cuba 


PABLO MENENDEZ & MEZCLA 


Thu-Fri, Oct 2-3 
Contemporary jazz quartet 


FOURPLAY 


Mon, Oct 6 - The high art of jazz 


HELEN SUNG 


Tue, Oct 7 
Hawaiian slack-key guitar 


JOHN KEAWE 


Thu, Oct 9 - Soul/R&B singer 


NOEL GOURDIN 


Tue, Oct 14 


CYRILLE AIMEE 


Wed, Oct 15 Fri, Oct 17 


ENSEMBLE MIK NAWO0) JOE LOVANO & DAVE DOUGLAS QUINTET 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 sul 


Thu, Oct 16 


GIN BLOSSOMS 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
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Balancoire: 2565 Mission. ‘Electric SwingSet,” First 
and Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $10 
(+$5 for dance lessons). 

Beaux: 2344 Market. ‘‘My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance 
party with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m.., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market. “iPan Dulce!,” 9 p.m., $5; free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom. “Class of ‘84,"" w/ DJs Damon, 
Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 
p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter. “XO,” 10 p.m., $5. 

F8: 1192 Folsom. “Beat Church,” w/ Shawna, Majitope, 
Smash & Grab, Tony Inorbit, more, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero. Savoy, Bright 

Lights, 8 p.m., $20. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero. ‘Night Fever,” 9 
p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island. ‘Concept 02: Future Imper- 
fect,” w/ Naveen G, Dan Sherman, 6:30 p.m., $10. 
Ruby Skye: 420 Mason. “Tora,” w/ K Theory, Hotel 
Garuda, Mountain of Youth, BNZA, 9 p.m., $10 

advance. 

Vessel: 85 Campton. Official TBD Fest Pre-Party, w/ 
Mighty Mouse, Tropicool, Carousel, 10 p.m., $8 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna. “Future Flavas,”’ w/ DJ Natural, 
10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St.. “Peaches,” w/ lady DJs 
DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, 
and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia. Misisipi Mike & The Midnight 
Gamblers, McCoy Tyler, 9 p.m., $7. 

Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St.. Mountain Dojo, 8 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia. Whograss, 8 p.m., $20. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St.. Songwriters in the Round 
with Heather Combs, Mike Gibbons, Jeff Campbell, 
Forrest Day, 8 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement. Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass Kick-Off Party with Rusty Maples, Rivvrs, 
DonCat, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 


JAZZ 








Cafe Claude: 7 Claude. Marcus Shelby, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, First and Third Thursday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba 
Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23. Nocoasters, 7 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason. Tia Carroll & Hard Work, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant. Christopher Ford, First Thursday 
of every month, 4 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


McTeague’s Saloon: 1237 Polk. ‘Twang Honky Tonk,” 
w/ Sheriff Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and Honky Tonk 
Henry, 7 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore. Doug Seegers, 
8 p.m., $20. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market. LSG New Music Series: 
Synthesizer Madness, w/ Doug Lynner, Madalyn 
Merkey, Lx Rudis, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


FRIDAY 10/3 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission. Tracorum, 
Dredgetown, Angelo Moore & The Brand New Step, 
9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St.. Chuck Prophet & The 
Mission Express, 7:30 p.m., $15. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell. Slow Club, Roses, Legs, 9 
p.m., $12. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission. APAture Music Showcase, w/ Cynthia Lin, 
Auma, Dirty Boots, Layla A., Parae, Peter Chung, 
The Edomites, WratH, Ukulenny, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St.. Ice Cream, The Green 
Door, Sweet Plot, 9 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom. Phaeleh, Rone, An-Ten-Nae, 
Birds of Paradise, Nico Luminous, ChrisB, Smashel- 
tooth, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1th St.. Riva Starr, Wilks, Ryan 
Lucero, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market. ‘‘Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 
10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market. “Boy Bar,” 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom. “Strangelove: Undead Wedding," 
w/ DJs Tomas Diablo, Bryan Hawk, Donimo, and Owen, 
9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St.. “We Rock 
Fridays," 9:30 p.m. 


Fisherman's Wharf San Francisco, CA 
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Monarch: 101 Sixth St.. “Lights Down Low,” w/ Shad- 
owchild, Richie Panic, Sleazemore, 10 p.m., $15-$18 
advance. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom. “Club Raven,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason. Benny Benassi, 9 p.m., $30- 
$55 advance. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St.. “French Kiss Friday,” w/ DJs 
Monika Santucci & Mary Sunshine Luna, 10 p.m., free. 

Slide: 430 Mason. “Phoria Dark," w/ KhoMha, 10 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight. ‘We Are Monsters,” 
w/ Justin Anastasi, Rachel Aiello, Solar, Jason 
Greer, 10 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton. Starkillers, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore. Brazilian Girls, 
8 p.m., $35. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia. Double Duchess, Aima the 
Dreamer, Rica Shay, Two Dudes in Love, 10 p.m. 

Mighty: 119 Utah. A Tribute to the Native Tongues, w/ 
DJs Ali Shaheed Muhammad, Shortkut, and Mr. E, 9 
p.m., $10-$20. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia. Spirit Family Reunion, The 
Felice Brothers, 9 p.m., $15. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores. Dough Tiemann & 
Peter Feliciano, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St.. Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 
Afterparty with Caitlin Jemma & The Long Gone 
Stringband, Michelin Embers, The Cherry Pickers, 
Jacob Furr, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero. Hot Buttered Rum, 
Supermule, 9 p.m., $22. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight. The Neckbeard Boys, The Sam 
Chase, The Crux, 9 p.m., $5. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement. Hardly Strictly Blue- 
grass After-Party with Windy Hill, The Badlands, The 
Parmesans, The Bitter Diamonds, Becca Richardson, 
The Creak, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement. “Super Bluegrass Week- 


CONCERTS CONTINUED 


Tla.m.-7:15 p.m., free. Golden Gate Park, Hellman 
Hollow, John F. Kennedy (at 30th Ave.). 

Joshua Redman Trio: 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ 
Center, 205 Franklin. 

King Crimson: 8 p.m., $55-$125. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market. 

The Polish Ambassador: W/ Liminus, Mr. Lif, 
Ayla Nereo & Wildlight, 9 p.m., $22.50-$28. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter. 

San Francisco Girls Chorus: The Romantic Imag- 
ination: W/ Jon Nakamatsu, 8 p.m., $18-$26. St. 
Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell. 

S.F. Opera: Un Ballo in Maschera (A Masked Ball): 
7:30 p.m., $25-$370. War Memorial Opera House, 
301 Van Ness. 

UC Berkeley Symphony Orchestra: 8 p.m., $5-$16. 
UC Berkeley, Hertz Hall, College & Bancroft, 
Berkeley. 


SUNDAY 10/5 


Bombay Bicycle Club: W/ Milo Greene, Luxley, 8 
p.m., $25-$37. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market. 
Calder Quartet with Iva Bittova: 7:30 p.m., $25- 

$65. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin. 

Castro Street Fair: W/ Pop Rocks, Aiden James, 
Big Dipper, Two Dudes in Love, Pete Avila, Jim 
Hopkins, Stefanie Phillips, Robin Simmons, Dan 
De Leon, Taco Tuesday, Riley Patrick, Azure 
Bellydance, The Monster Show, Honey Mahogany, 
VivvyAnne ForeverMore, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., donation. 
Castro Street, Castro. 

Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 2014: Day 3: W/ Chuck 
Prophet & The Mission Express, Shelly Colvin, 
Rosanne Cash, Bruce Cockburn, The Brothers 
Gibb, Joe Russo's Almost Dead, The Sam Chase, 
Rising Appalachia, Robbie Fulks, Sun Kil Moon, Hot 
Rize featuring Red Knuckles & The Trailblazers, 
Jimmie Dale Gilmore, JB Nimble, The High Bar 
Gang, Jason Isbell, Caitlin Rose, Béla Fleck & 
Abigail Washburn, Moonalice, Laurie Lewis & The 
Right Hands, Blackie & The Rodeo Kings, Jesse 
DeNatale, Ralph Stanley & The Clinch Mountain 
Boys, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Lake Street Dive, Em- 
mylou Harris, The Apache Relay, Dwight Yoakam, 
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end: Vol. 9," Hardly Strictly Bluegrass after party 
with The Harmed Brothers, The Mountain Men, Tom 
VandenAvond, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St.. The Emergency Ensemble, 
First Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery. Don Prell’s SeaBop 
Ensemble, First Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m. 
Cafe Claude: 7 Claude. The Monroe Trio, 7:30 p.m.., free. 
Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos. John Kalleen Group, 
First Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus. Mr. Lucky & The Cocktail 
Party, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Kate’s Kitchen: 471 Haight. Suns of the Beach, Fridays, 
7-10 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post. Wrapped in Plastic, First Friday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California. Black 
Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post. Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St.. “Paris-Dakar African 
Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell. Cuban Night 
with Fito Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15 p.m., $15-$18. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom. Tangonero, 7:30 
p.m., $10-$20. 


REGGAE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St.. Through the Roots, The 
Supervillains, The Steppas, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason. Syl Johnson, Shun Ng, 
7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Cadillac Hotel: 380 Eddy. Nelson Lunding, 12:30 
p.m., free. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson. Roharpo, 7:30 p.m. >> 


Chuck Cannon, Lukas Nelson & Promise of the 

Real, Tweedy, The Go to Hell Man Clan, The Lone 
Bellow, Bonnie “Prince” Billy & The Cairo Gang 
featuring Dawn McCarthy, Malawi Mouse Boys, 
T Bone Burnett, Kevin Welch, Kieran Kane & Fats 
Kaplin, Sarah Jarosz, Jerry Douglas & The Earls of 
Leicester, 11 a.m.-7 p.m., free. Golden Gate Park, 
Hellman Hollow, John F. Kennedy (at 30th Ave.). 

Joshua Redman Trio: 3 p.m., $25-$50. SFJAZZ 
Center, 205 Franklin. 

Peace, Love, and Twang 2: Eighth Annual Richard 
de Lone Special Housing Project Benefit featuring 
Jim Lauderdale, Bill Kirchen, Dan Hicks, Carlene 
Carter, Jimmie Dale Gilmore, Butch Hancock, 
Caroline de Lone, more, 8 p.m., $60. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus. 

Sundays in the Redwoods: The Rhythm Section: 
W/ Ginuwine, Avery Sunshine, Dee Dee Simon, 
2 p.m., $18. Woodminster Amphitheater, 3300 
Joaquin Miller, Oakland. 

Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers: W/ Steve Win- 
wood, 7:30 p.m., $51.50-$131.50 advance. SAP 
Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

The War on Drugs: W/ Cass McCombs, 8 p.m., $25- 
$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary. 


MONDAY, OCT. 6 


The Drums: W/ Beverly, 8 p.m., sold out. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell. 

Kasabian: W/ Bo Ningen, 8 p.m., $29. Fox Theater 
- Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

The War on Drugs: W/ Cass McCombs, 8 p.m., $25- 
$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary. 


TUESDAY, OCT. 7 


Lake Street Dive: W/ Ages and Ages, 8 p.m., $25- 
$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary. 

S.F. Opera: Un Ballo in Maschera (A Masked Ball): 
7:30 p.m., $25-$370. War Memorial Opera House, 
301 Van Ness. 

Stephin Merritt: In concert & conversation with 
Aidin Vaziri, 7 p.m., $25-$35. Jewish Community 
Center of San Francisco, 3200 California. 

Thurston Moore: W/ Sebadoh, 8 p.m., $21. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell. 
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ALTER BRIDGE 
LIMINUS « MR. LIF 
AYLA NEREO * WILDLIGHT 


OCTOBER 4 * SATURDAY! 


CANDACE SPRINGS « KEVIN ROSS 
OCTOBER 12 


MATISYAHU 
RAD!ICAL SOMETHING 
CISCO ADLER 


OCTOBER 18 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


LIKE A STORM 
OCTOBER 25 


JAHEIM 
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LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open DAILY 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” Sracarapae THRU SATURDAY 
4PM 
S4 WELLS /$4 DRAFTS /S2 PBR /‘ 3) OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY OCTOBER 2 2014 $7 
Back By Popular Demand! 





Cosmic Swamp Boogie Rock 
Plus 

& 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 3 2014 $12 ADV 


+ 


Plus 


**HARDLY STRICTLY AFTER PARTY SHOW** 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 4 2014 $15 ADV 
ANGELO MOORE (of *Fishbone*) Presents: 


Feat: ree 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 2014 FREE 


Locally-Sourced Organic Hip-Hop- For 
The People, By The People 


MONDAY OCTOBER 6 2014 FREE 


Weekly Funk showcase featuring star 
musician each week joined by 


Feat 
(Drummer - The Memorials, Mars Volta) 


THURSDAY OCTOBER 9 2014 $5 ADV 


Feat. 
With 
And 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 10 2014 $10 ADV 
Oscar Myers’ 70th B-Day Bash! 


(Fillmore Nasty Funk) 
Plus 


& *E ; 
An evening of Ass Shakin’, body 
movin’ Jazzy Funky Soul-Greasy 
Dance-Charged Boogaloo 


auNEWFOOTBAL iss 
FREE Every Sunday! 
10am & All Day 


3 Huge Projector Screens, Surround 
Sound, Drink Specials 
49ers, Saints, Eagles, All Games 
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WEDNESDAY 10/1 AT 9:30PM FREE 
FRIGO-INTERNATIONAL 
DISCOTHEQUE 


CUMBIA, THAI FUNK, SAMBA, AFRO-BEAT, 
SALSA, RAI, ELECTRO-REGGAE, AFRO-FUNK, 
ASIAN-PSYCH, ROCKSTEADY, & MORE! 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 


THURSDAY 10/2 AT 8PM FREE 


DJ FOODCOURT & HIS PALS 


ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRAP 
FRIDAY 10/3 AT 7:30PM $15 
CHUCK PROPHET 
& THE MISSION EXPRESS 


+ SPECIAL HARDLY STRICTLY GUESTS! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


GLAM NIGHT! 
70S GLAM, PROTOPUNK, BUBBLEGUM, ROCK ‘N ROLL 
RESIDENT DJS OMAR PEREZ, MEDIUM RARE 
SPECIAL GUEST DJ: JODIE ARTICHOKE 


SATURDAY 10/4 AT 7:30PM $15 


CHUCK PROPHET 
& THE MISSION EXPRESS 


+ SPECIAL HARDLY STRICTLY GUESTS! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 BEFORE 11PM / $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 


SUNDAY 10/5 AT 7:30PM $8 
MIRIAM SPIER + PASSENGER 
& PILOT + BRIAN BELKNAP 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM FREE 


DIMENSION 
W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 
TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 
MONDAY 10/6 AT GPM FREE 


ATTACK OF THE TYPEWRITERS! 


POLITICAL LETTER-WRITING FOR EVERYONE 
WE BRING THE TYPEWRITERS 
YOU BRING THE OUTRAGE! 
FOLLOWING AT 8PM FREE 
MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 
BRIDGE OF CROWS, EARTH BLIND, CABBAGE, 
CAPTAIN & KING 


TUESDAY 10/7 AT 6PM 


MISSION MERCHANTS ASSOC. 


DIA DE LOS MUERTOS POSTER LAUNCH PARTY! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 10/8 AT 9:30PM FREE 


THE WHIP 
W/ DJ SIKK LAFFTER & TENDER LLOYD 
STRANGE HOUSE & COSMIC DISCO, 
GIRL GROUP BUMPS & WEIRDO HUMPS! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 


415-647-2888 » www.makeoutroom.com 





LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant. Lisa Kindred, First Friday of 
every month, 4 p.m. 
FUNK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia. Swoop Unit, First Friday of 
every month, 6 p.m., $3-$5. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore. Vinyl, Fenton Coolfoot 
& The Right Time, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 


SATURDAY 10/4 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness. Amplified Heat, Eric Tessmer 
Band, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St.. Ought, Silver Shadows, 
Mall Walk, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia. Cibo Matto with Nels Cline, 
Talk in Tongues, 9 p.m., $25. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk. Literature, Cruel Summer, 
Smiles, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah. Sleep Spindles, Alaska, 
Everybody Row, Twin Cities, Trust Club, 7 p.m., $10. 


DRINKS * FOOD > MUSIC — 
WED 10/1 7PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 


FRI 10/3 8PM $30 ADV / $34 DOOR 


TOMMY CASTRO AND THE PAIN ns 

BLEACHED SIGNALS k 

SAT 10/4 8PM $24 ADV / $27 DOOR 

WONDERIBREAD 5 

se 10/5 7PM $22 ADV / $27 oe 
FR i . THE | 





ait ar 8PM 20M ADV YZ DOOR 


ANEVENIN 


SAT 10/I 8PM & SUN 10/12 7PM $39 GA 
$67 VIP / $110 DINNER WITH BAND 


EVERYONE ORCHESTRA 
FEAT STEVE KIMOCK, STEVE MOLITZ 
(PARTICLE, PHIL & FRIENDS), GREG ANTON 
(ZERO), JAY LANE (PRIMUS) & MORE. 
CONDUCTED BY MATT BUTLER 


THU 0/16 7PM $18 ADV / $20 DOOR 
BIG MOUNTAIN 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St.. Grizzly Business, Diamond 
Heights, The Procrastinistas, 9 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St.. Chuck Prophet & The 
Mission Express, 7:30 p.m., $15. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement. Freelunchline, The 
Riot Professor, Sexfight, 9 p.m., $10. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St.. Dangermaker, The Electric 
Suns, Beautiful Machines, Tremor Low, 9 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1Ith St.. Umek, Mike Vale, 9:30 
p.m., $20-$25 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 ith St.. “Chaos,” w/ DJ Fabio Campos, 
10 p.m., $10-$20. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom. “Leisure,” w/ DJs Aaron & Omar, 
First Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St.. ‘Bootie S.F.,"" w/ DJs A+D, 
Tripp, Entyme, Faroff, Fox, Kool Karlo, Lucio K, Ajax, 
Rockit, and Turnstylz, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission. North American Scum, plus DJs 
Treefitty, Dust Mites Disco, and xoAlicia, 9 p.m., $8. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St.. “Play,” w/ Patrice Baumel, 


9% MEZZANINE 
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Nuno Dos Santos, Naveen G, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 

Harlot: 46 Minna. “Set,” w/ Jeremy Olander, Team No 
Sleep, 9 p.m., $10-$30. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission. “‘iViva Morrissey!,"" w/ 
DJs Byrdie, Heaven, and Chris Belmont, 9 p.m., $5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero. “The Prince & 
Michael Experience,’ w/ DJ Dave Paul, First Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mighty: 119 Utah. “Mighty Real,” w/ DJ Dan, Colette, 
David Harness, 10 p.m., $10-$20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St.. “Common Ground,” w/ Joyce 
Muniz, Tom Flynn, DJ M3, Joey Alaniz, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie. “The Sound of Tomorrow,” w/ 
lamnobodi, Mr. Carmack, Joe Kay, Mikos Da Gawd, 
The Whooligan, Andre Power, Dripmob (in the main 
room), 9 p.m., $10-$20; ““Icee Hot,” w/ D'Marc Cantu, 
Hashman Deejay, Braiden, DJ Will, Ghosts on Tape, 
Shawn Reynaldo (in the OddJob Loft), 10 p.m. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason. Erick Morillo, Nick G, Rooz, 9 
p.m., $25-$50 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St.. “Kontrol,"’ w/ DJ DAMnation, 
9 p.m. 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


THUR OCT 2 / 9PM 
LETS SPEND THE 
NIGHT TOGETHER 

JP SOUL, CHAD MITCHELL, 


LIGHTS DOWN LOW SF 
FEATURING SHADOWCHILD 


a 


SAT OCT 4 / 9PM 
MONARCH & COMMON 
GROUNDS PRESENT: 


AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 3:30P - 3:30° 


$1 PINTS THUR & FRIDAY S:30P - &30° 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 
CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 


MONARCHSF.COM 
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The Stud: 399 Ninth St.. “Go Bang!,” w/ DJs Carrie 
Morrison, Freshstep, Steve Fabus, and Sergio Fedasz, 
9 p.m., $7 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Underground SF: 424 Haight. “Push the Feeling,” 
w/ Awesome Tapes from Africa (DJ set), Yr Skull, 
Epicsauce DJs, 9 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton. “Swank,” w/ Pheeko Dubfunk, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna. “‘N.E.W.: Never Ending Week- 
end,” w/ DJ Jerry Ross, First Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island. “Groove Theory,” w/ DJs 
Mind Motion, Shortkut, The Whooligan, and Miquel 
Penn, 10 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St.. “Golden Era,” w/ Ren the Vinyl 
Archaeologist, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 
Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California. David Maloney, 7 p.m. »> 
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CARBON LEAF 


WED, OCT 8 


CLAUDIA VILLELA 
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STANLEY CLARKE 


THU, OCT 9 
RICARDO LEMVO & MAKINA LOCA 


TUE, OCT 14 


TOMMY IGOE GROOVE CONSPIRACY 
feat David Garibaldi 


THU, OCT 16 


DJ QBERT 
FOR INFO AND TICKETS 


yoshis.com/sanfrancisco 415-655-5600 
1330 Fillmore St. SF 
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Bulletproof Eccentricity 


CIBO MATTO 


With Talk in Tongues. 9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 4, at the Chapel. $25; thechapelsf.com 

Ever experienced something and not been certain whether it’s a joke or meant to be taken seriously? Cibo 
Matto’s “Deja Vu” — song and video alike — sure fits that bill. The clip features Yuka Honda and Miho 
Hatori, the Japan natives/N.Y.C. residents behind Cibo Matto, frolicking and shimmying in a pastel- 
pink-and-blue-hued world full of creepy visual glitches reminiscent of what happens when you're on You- 
Tube and your connection starts sucking. The slightly jazzy soft-rock tuneage, meanwhile, is ’70s 
elevator music gone unnervingly pleasant, especially once you remember the high-octane punk, hip-hop, 
and indie-pop this pair is better known for. We can’t neglect to mention the cryptic-ass lyrics either; 
shout-out to the line “Smoke it like, crackle up, play some 50 Cent.” “Deja Vu’ aside, Cibo Matto (“crazy 
food” in Italian) has a profound weirdness that has stuck with it through its 20-year career. Diehard ec- 
centrics like these never seem to go “normal” no matter how long you give ‘em, and there’s something 
gloriously comforting about that. Reyan Ali 
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STEVEEARLEG 
THE DUKES ( 


DUCHESSES) 
The Low Highway 


Earle’s first album to include “The 
Dukes” band name since 1987’s Exit 
0. The Low Highway features his live 
band of Chris Masterson, Eleanor 
Whitmore, Kelley Looney, Will Rigby 
and Allison Moorer. 

Live at Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass! 


LIVE SHOWS CALENDAR 


THAO & THE GET 


DOWN STAY oT 2: , 


We The Common 


The 3rd album from Thao & The Get 
Down Stay Down features a duet with 
Joanna Newsom. “Ms. Nguyen’s voice, 
wobbly and rich, is engaging, and her 
gently confessional lyrics...are equally 
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beguiling.”- New York Times 
Live at Hardly Strictly 
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10/21/14 








Sat. ° October 11° a FROM INDIAN LAKES 
sod ped old cds, Ips, 45s, 78s, dvds, blu-rays, 
salts ooks, : 


& video games - highest prices paid!! 
wie buy large collections - will pick-up! (call for details) 


1855 HAIGHT STREET * SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE * BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (IST HOUR FREE!) 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 
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FOUR ROOMS « ONE PRICE! 


37S ELEVENTH STREET @ HARIRSON, SS 2o+ ww 
PV EP TENOURS - $10 SEPORE OFM BOOTIESF COON 
515 DISCOUNT ATRANCE TICKETS @ DRELOUMEE CON 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TO THE FIRST WOO PEOPLE! 
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The Independent: 628 Divisadero. Leftover Salmon, 
9 p.m., $25. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight. Before the Brave, The Show 
Ponies, Frankie Boots & The County Line, 9 p.m., $5. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement. “Super Bluegrass 
Weekend: Vol. 9," Hardly Strictly Bluegrass after 
party with The Blackberry Bushes, Kemo Sabe, One 
Grass Two Grass Red Grass Bluegrass, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval. Dark Hollow, 9:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery. Smith Dobson Quartet 
with Ben Goldberg, 8 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude. Adrian Gormley Trio, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. Bill Doc" Webster 
& Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore. The Robert Stewart 
Experience, 9 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore. Fourplay, 8 & 
10 p.m., $39-$64. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St.. “Paris-Dakar African 
Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St.. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ 
DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell. “Kafana Balkan,” w/ Inspector 
Gadje, Maria Hammer, Jill Parker & Foxglove Sweet- 
hearts, DJ Zeljko, 9 p.m., $15. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission. Luis Enrique, 
Avance, 8 p.m., $40 advance. 

Schroeder's: 240 Front. Schroeder's Oktoberfest with 
the Joe Smiell Jr. Band, Oct. 4-5, 6-9 p.m., free. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld. ‘Club Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason. Syl Johnson, Shun Ng, 
7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson. Robert “Hollywood” 
Jenkins, 7:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant. Daniel Castro, First Saturday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
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Center for New Music: 55 Taylor. Brandon Seabrook, 
Jason Hoopes’ New Song Quartet, 7:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hyde Street Pier: Hyde. Vessels for Improvisation 
2014, music/dance collaborations between Rova 
Saxophone Quartet & inkBoat on the ferryboat 
Eureka, 6-8 p.m., $12-$20. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore. Dr. Maddvibe & The 
Missin’ Links, Heart Touch, Sal's Greenhouse, 9:30 
p.m., $15 advance. 


SUNDAY 10/5 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St.. Minibosses, Curious 
Quail, Gnarboots, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission. Brown 
Shoe, The Real Numbers, Should We Run, Nacosta, 
7p.m., $5-S8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St.. Retox, Doomsday Student, 
Hot Nerds, No Babies, 8 p.m., $10 advance. 


ORDER 
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Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk. CCR Headcleaner, Dark 
Blue, Pleasure Leftists, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St.. Mister Midnight, Chonk, 
Storm Door, 8 p.m., $7. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell. Bishop Allen, Trummors, Be 
Calm Honcho, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St.. White Fang, Scraper, Meat 
Market, Mope Grooves, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market. ‘‘Big Top,” 9 p.m. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter. ‘Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia. “Dub Mission,” w/ Rebel Dub, 
DJ Sep, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom. “Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, 
and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission. “Sweater Funk,” 10 
p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie. “Recovery,’’ benefit for the Grass 
Roots Gay Rights Foundation with DJs Billy Lace & 
Philip Grasso, 6 p.m., $20-$30 advance. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason. Bounce Bus Tour: Will Sparks, 
Joel Fletcher, Timmy Trumpet, 8 p.m., $10-$20 advance. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St.. Traditional Irish Session, 
6 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero. Leftover Salmon, 
8 p.m., $25. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia. Kally Price Old Blues & Jazz 
Band, First Sunday of every month, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery. Duocracy (lan Carey & 
Ben Stolorow), 4:30 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude. Steve Lucky & Carmen Getit 
Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

Chez Hanny: 1300 Silver. Scott Foster Trio, 4 p.m., $20 
suggested donation. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. Bill “‘Doc'’ Webster 
& Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23. Legends & Friends, 5 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore. Fourplay, 6 & 


C 


8 p.m., $35-$59. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway. ‘‘Hot Bachata Nights,” 
w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 ($18-$25 with dance 
lessons). 

Schroeder's: 240 Front. Schroeder's Oktoberfest with 
the Joe Smiell Jr. Band, Oct. 4-5, 6-9 p.m.., free. 
Union Square Park: 333 Post. Trio Garufa, 2 p.m., free. 
Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission. Classical 

Persian Music Ensemble, 1 p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Mezzanine: 444 Jessie. Katchafire, Mango Kingz, Jordan 
T, DJ Jah Yzer, Big Body Cisco, 9 p.m., $35. 


BLUES 


Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson. Nat Bolden, 4 p.m. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant. Blues Power, 4 p.m. 
Swig: 571 Geary. Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St.. The Decon- 
struction Orchestra, 7:30 p.m. 


MONDAY 10/6 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission. Farallons, 
Carroll, Totonoko, 9 p.m., $5-S8. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia. Gigan, Pyrrhon, Artificial 
Brain, Dimesland, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero. Drowners, Bully, 
8 p.m., $12-$14. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St.. Torche, Mufiecas, 8 p.m., $20. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 11th St.. Blush Response, Cer- 
vello Elettronico, Statigbloom, WMX, DJs Intoner 
& Plaguefish, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10 (or $13 with Death 
Guild admission); “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 
9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 


ge THE DRUMS 


SAT. OCTOBER 4 - 2PM 


“The songs are literal. 
Pierce has no secrets. 
What he feels, he sings, 
and matter-of-factly so... 
an intensity emerges 
that’s far beyond lyrics or 
any of a song’s constituent 
parts. It’s just there.” 

- The New York Times 
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THE DRUMS 
Encyclopedia 


10: 


SALE ENDS 10/14/14 


ve LIVE AT AMOEBA SF 


Brooklyn’s The Drums play a live 


set and sign copies of their new 
album, Encyclopedia. 


1855 HAIGHT STREET * SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » BERKELEY ° (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 
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Middle Distance Music 


THE WAR ON DRUGS 


With Cass McCombs, 8 p.m., Sunday and 
Monday, Oct. 5 & 6 at The Fillmore; $25. 


The idea of a Philadelphia indie rock renaissance is probably fictitious, but 
if one existed, The War on Drugs would stand squarely at its forefront. Led 
by former Kurt Vile bandmate Adam Granduciel, the quartet thrives in the 
middle distance between brooding latter-day Americana and bohemian ex- 
uberance; its third album, Lost in the Dream, released this March, stretches 
the band’s sound out into patient and spacious odysseys without sacrificing 
any of its previous intimacy or vigor. The yin to Granduciel’s other yin, itin- 
erant folk mainstay Cass McCombs, returns to his native Northern Califor- 
nia to join the bill. Last year he released his seventh album, an 85-minute 
survey of expertly rendered folk ditties called Big Wheel and Others, as 
though to prove beyond all doubt the range — and, paradoxically enough, 
the focus — of his songwriting sensibilities. Daniel Levin Becker 
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OF LARRY FLYST'S HUSTLER CLUG SAN FPRNCISCO 
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’ 
~s 
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Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero. ‘‘M.0.M. (Motown on 
Mondays),’”’ w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 
8 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro. “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and 
Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St.. “The Monday Make- 
Out,” 8 p.m., free. 
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SOUL 
Slim's: 333 11th St.. Paloma Faith, 8 p.m., $15. 


~ 
TUESDAY 10/7 






ROCK 








Amnesia: 853 Valencia. Haunted Summer, 9 p.m.,$7-S10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission. ‘Wood 
Shoppe,” w/ Everyone Is Dirty, Girlpool, Melvoy, 

‘ 9 p.m., free. 

j ‘ = 7 ~ The Chapel: 777 Valencia. Wakey!Wakey!, Ben Fields, 

‘ 8 p.m., $12-$14. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St.. Guttermouth, Voodoo 
Glow Skulls, Against the Grain, Jokes for Feelings, 
8 p.m., $13-S15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission. Edwards Crossing, Future Shapes, 
The Hudson Properties, 8 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk. Deaf Wish, Life Stinks, 


Musk, 8:30 p.m., $8. 
Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St.. DTCV, City Heat, 8 p.m., $10. 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero. Blitzen Trapper, 
Cassorla, 8 p.m., $20-$22. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission. Bumbklaatt, Femacoffin, 
Fractures, No Limbs, DJ Ken Prank, 9:30 p.m., $7. 
Slim's: 333 ith St.. Get the Led Out, 8 p.m., $31. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ 
Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 





SAN FRANCISCO 2014 
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Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore. “Time Warp Tues- 
days,” w/ DJ Madison, 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & 
Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight. ‘‘Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St.. SonReal, Tektite, 
Sparks Across Darkness, 9 p.m., $10. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie. Yasiin Bey (fka Mos Def), 
Locksmith, 9 p.m., $35-$55. 


ACOUSTIC 


Congregation Sherith Israel: 2266 California. Damien 
Rice, 8 p.m., $49.50 advance. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus. ‘Shakes in San Francisco,’’ w/ 
Andrew St. James, Dylan Platt Band, John Howland & 
The North Beach All Stars, 8 p.m., $8-S10. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission. Becca Rees, Elliot Racine, 7 
p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore. Carbon Leaf, 
8 p.m., $24-429. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St.. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton. Chris Amberger, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. Clifford Lamb, 
Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot 
Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ 
Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason. “Bay City Blues,” w/ Chris 
Cain, 7&9 p.m., $20. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore. “Delta Blues Dinner Party,” 
w/ Bill Phillippe, First and Third Tuesday of every 
month, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant. Lisa Kindred, First Tuesday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m. 
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SAVAGE LOVE FRIENDS IN NEED 


By Dan Savage 


A straight male friend practices sounding and has 
for years. Iam pretty sure he does other things that 
he isn’t telling anyone about — not even his wife. 
He has some medical questions about sounding. I 
am a pediatric nurse, so he brought his concerns to 
me, but the questions are totally outside my area of 
expertise. Nothing emergency-room-worthy is go- 
ing on, but he needs answers and refuses to speak 
with his regular MD about sounding. I am wonder- 
ing how to find an MD in his area who would be 
knowledgeable and nonjudgmental. 
Needs Useful Referral Soon 

PS. Thank you for your advice over the years. 
Because of you, Iam comfortable with the 
questions he asked me even if I did not have 
the answers. 


The National Coalition for Sexual Freedom 
maintains a “Kink Aware Professionals 
Directory” on its website: ncsfreedom.org. The 
doctors, counselors, lawyers, real-estate agents, 
etc. aren't vetted by the NCSE so inclusion on 
the list isn’t a recommendation. But it would be 
a good place for your friend to start looking for 
an irregular MD, someone he can open up to 
about sounding and whatever else he’s doing. 
In the meantime, I asked a doc for some 
thoughts about the risks and rewards of 
sounding. 

“Sounding refers to the insertion of 
foreign bodies into the urethra,” said Dr. 
Stephen H. King, MD, a board-certified urol- 
ogist. “Under controlled medical conditions, 
urethral sounds, which are typically curved 
and sterilized metallic or plastic rods, are 
gently inserted onto the urethra [pee hole] 
in order to dilate a stricture [narrowing] that 
blocks the flow of urine out of the bladder. 
The lining of the urethra is typically very sen- 
sitive and delicate, and this procedure can be 
quite uncomfortable for most people.” 

But not everyone with a metallic or plastic 
rod sticking out of their urethra right now is 
experiencing discomfort. “Some people, likely 
a significant minority, derive sexual pleasure 
from urethral stimulation,” said Dr. King. 
“This includes both men and women. Sound- 
ers [not to be confused with Seattle’s soccer 
players!] have been known to insert a wide 
variety of objects, including but not limited 
to catheters, tubes, beads, pencils, batteries, 
drill bits, and even the head of a decapitated 
snake. Yes, the latter has been reported.” 

I think we all need a moment to process 
that last detail. Someone found the head of 
a decapitated snake — or someone found 
a snake and decapitated it — and thought: 
“You know what? I’m going to stick this in 
my urethra.” This probably wasn’t something 
anyone who hasn’t shoved the head of a 
decapitated snake into their urethra even 
thought human beings were capable of be- 
fore Dr. King shared this with us. And now 
we ll never be able to forget it. Deep breaths, 
everybody. Let our shared trauma bring us 
closer together, not drive us apart. 

Okay! On to your question, NURS: Your 
friend is a self-sounder and has been for 
years. So just how dangerous is sounding? 

“Some sounders end up in emergency 
rooms to remove a stuck object, leading to 
interesting X-rays and many good party con- 
versations for us urologists,” said Dr. King. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


“But there is very limited medical literature 
on this topic beyond mostly case studies. 
However, one recent survey study associated 
recreational sounding with general high-risk 
behaviors and increased risk of STIs. Addi- 
tional complications can include bleeding, 
infection, urethral stricture, perforation, and 
erectile dysfunction. Some of these issues 
may cause long-term impairments or require 
surgical correction.” 

A couple qualifiers from a nonmedical 
nonprofessional (me): Sounding by itself 
doesn't lead to higher rates of STIs. While an 
inept sounding session could leave a person 
with a raw and bloodied urethra, and this 
rawness would place a person at higher risk 
of contracting an STI should they be exposed 
to one, it’s the propensity toward high-risk 
behaviors generally that places sounders 
at greater risk of contracting STIs, not the 
sounding itself. Dr. King agrees with me on 
this point. 

Also, people who don't get objects stuck in 
their urethras — sounders who don’t prog- 
ress to larger and larger objects before finally 
moving on to heads from decapitated snakes 
— don’t make appearances in emergency 
rooms, the medical literature, or urologists’ 
party conversations. So the sample here is 
skewed, with sounders who are shoving only 
sterilized, well-lubricated, and reasonably 
sized metal rods into their urethras under- 
represented in the medical literature, cocktail 
party convo, etc. 

So while shoving a metal rod into your 
urethra is more dangerous than not shoving 
a metal rod into your urethra, it’s not as 
dangerous as the limited medical literature 
would seem to suggest. “My guess is there are 
many people who sound without significant 
problems,” said Dr. King. “If performed in a 
very clean (ideally sterile) fashion with min- 
imal trauma to the urethral lining, sounding 
may be relatively safe. The sounder, however, 
should be aware of these risks.” 


I'm a 29-year-old gay man. I recently ended a 10- 
year relationship that was vanilla and lackluster 
sexually. I’m now thrilled to be exploring sex witha 
new boyfriend (of four months) who is GGG and as 
kinky as Iam. The issue is that my boyfriend wants 
me to hit him and give him a bloody nose during 
sex. While this sounds hot, it worries me because 
he was abused as a child, and I'm afraid this might 
trigger something negative for him. He keeps 
bringing this up, and I want to do it for him. What 
do you think? 

Just A Love Tap 


I think you should shove a couple of artificial 
hymens up your boyfriend’s nose and hit him 
just hard enough to break them, JALT, because 
punching someone in the face is dangerous. 
You could break his nose, for starters, and you 
could kill him, for finishers. But if this is some- 
thing he simply must experience, and if he'll 
find someone else to do it to him if you won't 
(someone who may not be as invested in his 
health, safety, and longevity), here are a couple 
of questions you need to ask him first: Has he 
done this before? If so, did it bring back un- 
pleasant memories of his abuse? And does he 
have health insurance? 

But, honestly, I think you should go with 
the artificial hymens. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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